MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

AUGUST 6, 2007

Guests:  Deputy Aaron Wilson – Garrett County Sheriff’s Department

Council in Attendance:  Ron Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Joe McRobie – Administrator, Robin Jones – Clerk/Treas.

Minute Approval:  The minutes were approved as written.

Keyser’s Ridge Water System:  The Mayor and the Administrator attended a meeting with Garrett County and MD State Officials regarding the county upgrading their capacity at Keyser’s Ridge.  The Mayor provided the Council with the attached proposal and supported the start of negotiations.  Some of the key points addressed at this evening’s meeting were:
· Consulting with state officials to see if the town and the county will be permitted to drill on state land.

· All decisions will be in the form of a written contract so that items are in black and white for future years.

· The town will no longer need to invoice for the water used by Keyser’s Ridge, The County will be constructing a storage tank at Friend’s Stockyard to supply the Ridge.

· The Mayor objects strongly to giving up the existing tank on Keyser’s Ridge.

· More information will need to be obtained as to where the responsibility falls in closing down the non functional wells.

· The Arthur Green well will be used by both the town and the county.

· Councilman Shapiro would like to see figures pertaining to dollar amounts that will be lost by not servicing The Ridge customers.  The Clerk provided information that the budget for 2007-2008 shows an incoming figure of $26,000.00 from Keyser’s Ridge however the checkbook reflects that since 2/2/04 we have only received approximately $31,000.00 total.  Projected usage was not as high as expected.
· The Administrator provided information that the town currently uses Wells 1 & 2 when the springs are functional (spring thaw), well #5 is being used at 80% currently, well #’s 3 & 6 are not being used at all, and well #4 has been shut down completely.

· The Mayor added that if the town plans to annex to Hilltop we will need a new water source somewhere closer to Hilltop.

Councilman Jones moved to accept the attached proposal and allow for more negotiations in the near future.  Councilman Gillum seconded.  Motion carried.  The Administrator will contact Garrett County and instruct them to move forward with an agreement.

Ordinance 2007-02 Disposition of Property:  The second reading was done and the ordinance was adopted.

Resolution 2007-01 Community Legacy:  The Mayor read a resolution that provides the town’s continued support of Garrett County Community Action’s Community Legacy Project.  This allows Grantsville to participate in receiving funding from Streetscape and Façade Grant Programs.  Councilman Gillum moved to accept the resolution.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.
Meadowview Pond:  The issue of removing some of the cattails from the pond to make it look more presentable was addressed at an earlier meeting.  The Mayor presented Council will documentation that was issued from MDE at the time of the pond construction.  This paperwork states that the town must maintain the status of the pond for 15 years from the date of the grant being awarded.  If this agreement is not adhered to, the town must pay back the grant amount of $800,000.00.  The agreement states that the pond is a wildlife habitat, wetland growth area, and a spillway for stormwater.  Scott Boylan from MDE was contacted and is reluctant to allow the removal of the cattails.  Town residents are concerned that removal will disrupt wildlife.  Councilman Wilburn feels that MDE is a state organization and even though the administrator obtained a permit from the Garrett County, the state overrides their decisions.  Councilman Jones feels that if the mulch area is updated, a falling birdhouse is fixed, and the general area of the pond is made more presentable, the cattails should be left as they are.  Consensus of Council is to leave the pond itself alone and clean up the exterior.
Tipping Fees:  The Mayor attended a meeting with Garrett County Commissioner Denny Glotfelty in regards to the difference between in town and out of town residents tipping fees at the landfill.  An in town resident currently pays a $35.00 per ton tipping fee annually.  An out of town resident of Garrett County pays only $25.00 per ton annually.  This $25.00 fee is how much an individual pays for a dumpster sticker.  The Mayor asked that the fees be evened out at $30.00 for all residents.  Commissioner Glotfelty stated that the County could probably lower the in town resident’s fees maybe one or two dollars but no more.

Annexation:  The Mayor met with a number of landowners that are still being included in the annexation on Monday, July 23.  He gave a briefing of the small delay the adjustment to the annexation would bring.  He also sent letters to all landowners that will be removed from the annexation process.  The ones being removed are happy to hear that they would not be included at this time.  And no one still included was upset with the minor delay.  Dirk Yoder will be contacting The Council as soon as this annexation is completed to request his property be annexed in as soon as possible.  Kevin and Kristine Miller would like to be hooked onto the town water system as soon as possible and also begin to pay town taxes, and utilize the services the town provides with the annexation.  Mr. Miller’s residence is located on Miller-Zook Road and after speaking with Keith Durst from the town, the Mayor discovered the easiest and most cost efficient route would be to connect onto the 2” line that ends at David Rawe’s driveway on Miller Street.  The Mayor feels confident that Mr. Miller would agree to split the cost of bringing a line from his property line to Dr. Rawe’s with the town.  This connection places the possibility of annexing Kay Speicher’s field into town limits in the future.  Councilman Wilburn feels that the town has already set a precedence to follow when Larry and Virginia Hensley were fully responsible for connecting onto the existing water line on Rt. 40 several years ago.  Councilman Shapiro asked that an estimate be obtained by the Administrator and be brought to the August 20 meeting.  Councilman Wilburn also requested that the issue of right-of-way approval be obtained from the Rawe’s.

GCM Update:  GCM was held on 8-1-07.  All municipalities opted for a one year contract with Perry’s Disposal in hopes of coming together next year to negotiate as one entity.  Jacubiak and Assoc. is progressing with the Comprehensive Plan and the final copies should be completed shortly.

Next Meeting:  August 20, 2007 at 7PM at Town Hall.

Mayor Report:

· Maryland Tourism Council:  The Clerk will once again obtain the items to be sent for the Tourism Council’s Silent Auction.
· GVFD Auxiliary: The ladies auxiliary is holding a fundraiser for the new fire hall.  They are printing a cook book and soliciting advertisements for inside the book.  Prices range from $20.00 to $100.00 for a full page ad.  Councilman Gillum moved to purchase a $100.00 ad.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Councilman Wilburn abstained due to the fact he a volunteer fireman.  Motion carried.
· Bulk Stickers:  Recently the landfill took some items that were considered recyclable and did not accept the stickers.  Heath Martin returned the money to the resident who purchased it.  The Mayor requested that even if the stickers are not accepted at the landfill, the town still keep the fee for gas usage, wages, etc. 
· Water and Sewer Billings:  Bob Bittinger recently inquired as to the wavier of water debt, bay restoration fee, and garbage fees on his monthly bill because one of his apartments is not rented.  Council feels that unless each entity is on a separate meter and can be individually shut off these fees should not be adjusted.  If the meters are shut off, there should be a reconnection fee imposed.  Annabelle Folk spoke with the Mayor, a Councilmember and the Clerk regarding the recent increase in garbage fees.  She is not able to pay the $2.00 increase on her limited income.  She would like to be removed from garbage collection at this time.  Council cannot grant this request and even if she does not utilize the service, she will still be responsible for the monthly fee.  A volunteer at the meeting will pay for her increase and she can continue to pay the normal fee of $6.00 per month.  The volunteer would like to remain anonymous. 
Clerk Report:

· The Clerk will be on vacation from August 10 thru August 20.  If anyone needs information from her please contact before Friday the 10th.
· The Clerk invoiced Ahern & Associates for $3,761.00 for the purchase of 376,100 gallons of water for the past two weeks.

Administrator Report:

· Fire Department Water Line Extension:  The Administrator received a price quote for all parts necessary to install the water line extension from HD Waterworks in the amount of $19,237.00.  He also contacted Salisbury Builders Supply and did not receive a response.  This will need to be put out to bid due to the fact it exceeds $10,000.00.
· Batting Cage:  To install a golf net in the batting cage will cost approximately $180.00.  Councilman Shapiro feels that the batting cage should be for baseballs only.  Golf balls can break windows of cars, buildings, and also present a problem for the mower if not picked up.  Councilman Diehl suggested this be turned over to the park committee.  The Clerk will call a park committee meeting for August 20 beginning at 6PM.
· Wastewater Blower:  Beitzel Corporation needed to send the blower away for warranty repairs.  They provided us with a new blower to operate the system properly during the time it was being repaired.  The repairs are now complete and Beitzel Corp. has proposed to sell us the new blower for $3,160.00 and use the repaired one as a back up.  Due to the fact that we originally paid $15,000.00 for the new blower this would be considerably less.  Councilman Shapiro moved to purchase the blower.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.  The Clerk will draw money from the Money Market Savings Account to pay Beitzel Corporation.
Council Reports:

· Locust Trees:  Councilman Gillum inquired as to the progress with Gary Hay on the trees to be cut down in the park.  The Administrator spoke to Bob Hay and he is checking on the insurance liability to remove them.  Dave Wilt is interested in taking the trees after they are cut down.  A price quote will be requested.
· Dave Maust Lake:  Mr. Maust is constructing a strawberry irrigation lake on Rt. 495.  Councilman Gillum has been made aware that Mr. Maust may plan on running a sewer line under the river and tapping onto the Jennings Line that is treated by the Town.  The Army Corp. of Engineers is assisting Mr. Maust.  The town will follow the progress over the next few months.
· Robosson Supply:  The Mayor spoke with the owner of Robosson Supply on 8-3-07 at the ClosetMaid Grand Opening.  Mr. Robosson stated that Grantsville has a good reputation for locating businesses in town limits and should continue to be a help to new coming businesses.
· Spectrum Bio Science:  This new company will be leaving the Industrial Park.  Beitzel Corporation has submitted a $25,000.00 down payment for the building they occupied.  They will be manufacturing mining safety equipment under the name Pillar Innovations.  They will employ approximately 25 full time employees.
· Grant Street:  Councilman Jones moved to not allow commercial access off of Grant Street.  Being that there are school buses traveling this road 5 days per week and with the intersection of Rt. 495 being so closely located this would present a congestion problem.  He also would like to propose that Annabelle Folk’s zoning remain as Residential and not be changed to Town Center.  Mayor Edwards asked that he be temporarily removed from presiding over the meeting for this issue being that his parents own a commercial business on the other side of the property in question.  Vice President Gillum now presides over the meeting.  Councilman Shapiro seconded the motion.  Councilman Wilburn questioned as to the motion being pre-mature due to the fact that once a decision is made to what will be constructed on this property, the zoning issues can be discussed then.  The Administrator is concerned that if this motion is passed and in later years the Ron Broadwater property is developed, this will limit access to structures located there.  Councilman Shapiro requested that Rodney Youmans be asked to attend the meeting on August 20 to discuss his plan for future development for the property on S. Yoder Street.  The Administrator will send a certified letter to Mr. Youmans requesting his attendance at the 8-20 meeting.  Motion failed due to lack of votes.
· Dog Disposal System:  Councilman Jones recently visited the Glendening Park in Frostburg, MD and noticed that they have posts with dog waste collection bags posted around the park.  He would like to request that we purchase these and locate them in the park.  Councilman Jones moved to purchase two disposal systems.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.
· Western Maryland Truck Show:  Councilman Diehl spoke with Jim McFarland and Mr. McFarland requested that the newly leveled area needed to be rolled once more to make it firmer.  He also would like to see the larger rocks located in the center of the leveled area be removed.  The trees at gate #1 need to be trimmed to allow for tractors to enter with their 12’ stacks without rubbing.  The gate at Pavilion #3 needs to have 2 poles removed for the show so that trucks can make the curve to get into the park.  They will also be holding a tire changing contest and would like permission to cover the basketball court with plywood and pull a tractor onto the court for the contest.  Consensus of Council is that the court will not support the weight of a tractor even with the plywood.  The Mayor will contact Mr. McFarland to see if this contest could be held on the Town Hall Parking Lot.
· Softball Light Disposal:  Councilman Diehl suggested that Diehl’s Ford may be interested in purchasing the old softball light poles for Diehl’s Ford.  The Administrator will see if the disposal was built into the bid from I&Y Construction.  Councilman Diehl also suggested that Southern States may be interested in acquiring the poles if necessary.
· Pedestrian Crossing on Rt. 40:  Councilman Diehl stated that the new sidewalks leading to the Casselman River Bridge State Park look great, however the signs at the cross walk area are too much.  It has created confusion for drivers attempting to read all of them while driving.  An accident is inevitable.  The speed limit may also need to be lowered so traffic is allowed time to stop for pedestrians using the cross walk.
· GCM Chipper:  Councilman Diehl questioned as to whether a date can be set for the chipper to be attached to the dump truck and residents call town hall and sign up to have yard brush chipped.  The chips resulting might be able to be used at Meadowview Pond.
· Dave Bicker:  Councilman Diehl questioned as to the Code Enforcement status of Mr. Bicker.  The Mayor reported that this case will be going to court.
· Fire Department Meeting:  Councilman Wilburn reported that as of the last fire department meeting the SHA will be providing funding to the town to install sidewalks to the new fire hall to be located on Rt. 669.
· Hershberger Lane Extension:  Councilman Shapiro inquired as to the status of the extension project.  The Administrator reported that a new cost breakdown was requested.  The breakdown has been send to FHWA and they will push the project to ARC funding sources this week.
· George Vitak:  Mr. Vitak has agreed to work with the town to have the entrance to his driveway moved to allow for a wider land into Hershberger Lane off of Rt. 40.
· Men’s Christian League:  The Clerk will contact Mike Swauger to see when the $1,000.00 payment will be made for the light usage at the softball field.  Payment must be made by the end of August or the lights will not be available next year.
· G&P Gulf Property:  Roger Resh, Greg Lawson, and or Rodney Youmans will be asked to attend the August 20 meeting to present a development plan for this property.
· Town Permits:  Councilman Shapiro and Councilman Jones will work together to come up with a plan to present to Council for acquiring the necessary permits to make improvements to structures located in town limits.  Councilman Shapiro would also like to see the final draft posted on our website so residents can access them from their home computers.
· Town Hall Sign:  Councilman Shapiro would like to see the sign in front of Town Hall repainted as soon as possible.  This has been talked about for the last several meetings and nothing has happened to this date.
· Sheriff’s Department:  The Mayor addressed Deputy Wilson and thanked him and the other deputies for attending Grantsville’s meetings and providing us with police protection.  He also stated that several of the Southern cities have expressed that they do not receive the coverage they feel they are warranted.  Grantsville’s coverage is excellent.
· Tennis Fence:  Councilman Gillum requested that the second section of the tennis fence damaged posts be repaired.
· Letters of Appreciation:  The Clerk read 2 letters that were received from town residents: Jeff Graham and Elena Feighery thanking the town employees for taking pride in their town and keeping it looking so nice and neat.  Everything from the town park to the actual town streets was complimented.
Meeting adjourned 9:30.  A Closed Session was then called for by Mayor Edwards.  The Administrator, The Clerk, and Deputy Wilson were excused.

