MINUTES OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN OF GRANTSVILLE

July 7, 2008

Call to Order:  The regular meeting of the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Grantsville was held at the Grantsville Town Hall in Grantsville, MD on Monday, July 7, 2008.  The meeting convened at 7:00PM, with Mayor Paul C. Edwards presiding, and Robin L. Jones, Clerk/Treasurer.

Members in Attendance:  Councilman Gillum, Councilman Jones, Councilman Diehl, Councilman Wilburn.  Administrator McRobie and Clerk/Treasurer Jones.

Guests:  Deputy Aaron Wilson, Rodney McKenzie, Franklin Broadwater, Sharon Menges, Sue Beachy, Gerry Beachy, Commissioner Fred Holliday, Gary Harriger, and Dan Hauger.

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes for 6/16/08 were approved as written.

Grantsville Days:  Gerry Beachy and Fred Holliday appeared before the Mayor and Council to discuss the installation of a pulling track in the Grantsville Community Park for next year’s Grantsville Days event.  This year the pulling events had to be cancelled due to wet weather and the reconstructed track was not completed in time.  Issues addressed were:

· Mr. Beachy requested the support of the Mayor and Council to make sure a track is available next year.  This was granted as it had been all along. Councilman Jones provided copies of past meetings minutes to show the Mayor and Council’s support of the project.  
· The Mayor spoke to Mr. Holliday and Mr. Rich Towers during the event this year and stressed to them that interested parties had 365 days to organize and implement steps to make sure the track was completed.  

· The possibility of hiring an engineer to determine where a track could successfully be installed.  Garrett County engineer Dwight Emory may be able to assist with this step to offset costs.
· Locating a new track on the Neva Georg property behind the existing stage.  This may interfere with the entertainment.  The stage could be relocated.

· Recruiting someone with a passion for pulling to take responsibility so that the task is completed by the required date.

· Create a task force which reports to the Park Committee.  The Maddwags Football organization and The Western Maryland Truck Show both provided a list of items that were necessary to complete their projects with the approval of the Mayor and Town Council.

· The current walking path can be relocated and a new track installed there.  The walking track is necessary to locate spectator bleachers.
· Money and support are the two biggest factors to complete this project.  The town cannot fund the entire project; however, it can contribute approximately $2,000.00 to get it started.
· Participants in the events may be able to volunteer to haul in clay to offset costs of installation.

· Franklin Broadwater volunteered to take the lead to make the project a reality.  Rodney McKenzie will assist him and other volunteers will be recruited, possibly Mark Miller and someone from the horse pulling organization.  The Administrator and the Clerk will speak with Mr. Broadwater once a month and report the progress at Council Meetings.
Grantsville Involvement Group (GIG):  Sharon Menges provided information and a list of events that will be held by this organization this year.  There are 11 total with an Old Fashioned Family Picnic starting things off on August 9, 2008 at the Grantsville Community Park.  Councilman Diehl requested that the organization check into the availability of acquiring a grant to purchase an inflatable movie screen to hold family movie nights at the park.  The town can also provide help if needed when events need to be set up.  The GIG events are also a way for school students to earn service learning hours by volunteering their time at events.

Rental Ordinance:  The Clerk will make recommended changes to the draft ordinance (obtained from Easton, PA) that was suggested by Code Enforcement Officer Dan Hauger.  Copies of the ordinances will be emailed or delivered to the Mayor and Council members for discussion at a later meeting.  Mr. Hauger will contact the enforcement officer from the Town of Easton to see if he could attend a later council meeting to discuss implementation and enforcement of this ordinance.  He will also contact the MD State Police and Garrett County Sheriff’s Office to set up a line of communication between everyone to acquire copies of Disruptive Conduct reports.  A meeting will be held to inform all landlords involved of the new ordinance.

Officer’s Reports:

     President:  Reimbursements:  Councilman Jones moved to reimburse the Grantsville Lion’s Club for the newspaper advertising for the Grantsville Days events.  He also moved to reimburse Wanda Warnick $270.70.  This figure is for costs incurred to refund monies spent purchasing tickets for the horse pulling event.  The town will not reimburse Mrs. Warnick the $200.00 for her time and mileage.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.  Zach Trautwein:  A request has been made for a donation to complete an Eagle Scout project.  The project will be to construct 2 picnic tables and 10 trash cans for the AYSO soccer fields.  Council chose not to donate due to the fact the fields are not located within town limits.  GCM, Inc.:  Jim Browning, Mayor of Kitzmiller is now the President of GCM; Spencer Schlosnagle, Mayor of Friendsville is now the Secretary/Treasurer of GCM.  Larry Friend has resigned as Mayor of Loch Lynn and Carolyn Corley is serving as temporary mayor.  Attorney Gary Harriger provided a letter stating that his rates will need to increase for legal council provided to GCM.  Council is committed to participate this fiscal year but may want to reconsider for the next year.  There will probably be a request for a raise to the code enforcement officer and the circuit rider position.    The Comprehensive Plan is coming together with the efforts of Jacubiak and Assoc.  Attorney Harriger stated that GCM’s contract with Jacubiak is strong and the organization will not accept a plan until it meets the necessary requirements.  Pulling Track:  The clerk will contact Franklin Broadwater and Mark Miller to set up a meeting with Mayor Edwards Tuesday, July 17 @7PM to discuss the track.  Maryland Department of the Environment Meeting:  A letter was received from MDE stating that is was not necessary for the town to appear at their meeting on June 27th in Baltimore.  Senator Edwards wrote a letter of support for funding of the water line installation.
     Clerk/Treasurer:  Park Benches:  Four benches that are green with black frames have been ordered to install around the stormwater pond.  MML Convention:  The clerk has completed the last 2 classes (Employment Issues and E-Mail Do’s and Don’ts) to receive her certificate as a Fellow in the Academy of Excellence in Local Governance.  County Tax Bills:  The County will be reprinting all bills that were mailed to the newly annexed property owners.  The original bills included the Grantsville Municipal Tax charge that is not to be instilled until the properties are provided water service.  The clerk contacted all available property owners and made them aware of the mistake and the correction.  Pavilion Rental:  The first pavilion rental party to have future rental privileges suspended was contacted.  It was a wedding reception and fence posts were removed to allow vehicle access onto the grass, tables were moved and not replaced, table coverings and silk flowers remained stapled to picnic tables, and the restrooms were left in a state of disarray.

Board and Committee Members Reports:

     Administrator:  John Hershberger Drainage Issue:  The problem is being corrected.  Residents are asked not to complain until the project is complete and we see how it turns out.  Rt. 219:  An email was received from Jim Hinebaugh stating that the State of Pennsylvania is providing funding to continue on with the installation project.  ClosetMaid:  The location at Industrial Park is expanding.  They will no longer produce vinyl covered wire and will move into wood components.  Community Parks and Playgrounds Funding:  Gazebos for around the stormwater pond and the inflatable movie screen can be on this request.  Walking Track Lights:  A sample light was ordered from Builders Way in Oakland.  If Council does not approve, it may be returned to Builders Way.
     Councilman Gillum:  Parking Area:  He would like to see the town spray the weeds located at the parking area owned by MD State Highway Admin.  The administrator will have the town employees take care of this.  Easton Code Enforcement Officer:  This visit may cost the town for mileage and lodging.  Water Line on Locker Lane:  The piece of pipe still lies at Locker Lane and needs to be brought to town hall for storage.

        Councilman Wilburn:  New Sidewalk Area:  The grass area located along the new sidewalk on Rt. 40 needs to be mowed.  The town employees will attempt to mow if the matting has dissolved.  

Unfinished Business:

· Solicitation Permit:  This issue has been tabled until Councilman Shapiro is present at a meeting.
     New Business:

· Fire Department Water Line:  Several quotes were received to install the water line to the fire department.  The Stein’s work load has increased making it difficult to proceed at this time with installation.  Arnold Bros. from Oakland, MD provided the lowest quote to complete the entire installation at a cost of $12,240.00.  Councilman Jones moved to accept Arnold Bros. quote and proceed with installation.  Councilman Gillum seconded.  Motion carried with Councilman Wilburn abstaining due to being a volunteer fireman.  The administrator will acquire necessary parts from HD Waterworks Supply and return anything that was already purchased extra.
· GGBA Update 6/25/08:  Main topic of discussion was the closure of the bridges affect on Penn Alps Restaurant and Spruce Forest Artisan Village.
· Comprehensive Plan Meeting Update:  A meeting will be held at Grantsville Town Hall with Jacubiak and Assoc. on Monday, July 14, 2008 at 7:00PM.
Announcements:  The next meeting of the Mayor and Town Council will be held on Monday, July 21, 2008 beginning at 7:00PM at Town Hall.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:20PM.

___________________________________    _______________________________

Clerk/Treasurer Town of Grantsville                Mayor/President Town of Grantsville

