MINUTES OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN OF GRANTSVILLE

July 21, 2008

Call to Order:  The regular meeting of the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Grantsville was held at the Grantsville Town Hall in Grantsville, MD on Monday, July 21, 2008.  The meeting convened at 7:00PM, with Mayor Paul C. Edwards presiding, and Robin L. Jones, Clerk/Treasurer.

Members in Attendance:  Councilman Gillum, Councilman Jones, Councilman Diehl, Councilman Wilburn, Councilman Shapiro, Clerk/Treasurer Robin Jones and Mayor Edwards.

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes for 7/7/08 were approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Shapiro moved to approve June 2008’s report.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.

Officer’s Reports:

     Mayor:  Perry’s Garbage Collection:  Earl from Perry’s has submitted a request to raise the garbage bill by $1,046.00 per year due to rising fuel costs.  Casselman Bridge Repair:  A letter was received from MD State Highway Admin. stating that the anticipated date for the completion of the bridge remodeling is December 31, 2008.

     Clerk/Treasurer:  Franklin Broadwater:  Mr. Broadwater was called on Tuesday, July 8, 2008 at 9AM.  A message was left on his cell phone voice mail to call the clerk back to set up a meeting regarding the pulling track.  The call was not returned.  The Mayor will wait until the August 4th meeting and decide whether to call again.  Garrett County Tax Bills:  The revised tax bills for the newly annexed Grantsville properties have been mailed.  The Clerk requested clarification on whether the Goodwill Village was exempt.  They will be exempt until water service is provided.  Wanda Warnick:  Mrs. Warnick and her entire family are interested in joining the pulling track committee.  September is a good month for them to start as their schedule slows down.  2006 Chevy:  Billy Bender serviced the 2006 on 7/17/08 and returned a report that all four tires need to be replaced.  Council advised to try and hold off until winter before replacing them.  Gary Broadwater:  Gary’s 90 day probationary period ended in February 2008.  He was not given a raise at this time.  Council suggested the clerk to check the minutes and if there was no mention of a dollar figure, average the pay to be $8.25 per hour.  LGIT – Casselman, Inc. Raw Sewerage:  The clerk received an email from LGIT stating that since there is not a sewer line preventative maintenance program in effect, they are unable to defend the town when sewer backups occur.  Banners:  The Western Maryland Truck Show and Grantsville Involvement Group would like permission to hang event banners on the Welcome to Grantsville Arch.  Council approved.  John Hershberger Drainage:  To date the town has spent $7,376.08 on this project.  Council is concerned that it is costing more money than they originally anticipated.  Fire Department Water Line:  To date the town has spent $47,685.49 on this project not including Frank Arnold and Sons labor.  The clerk informed the Mayor and Council that with the bid for labor being $21,260.00, this means that the $100,000.00 in savings is almost depleted.  Meadow Mountain Youth Group:  Ed Shoemake assisted by 5 young men installed matting and grass seed at the John Hershberger Drainage project site 7/7/08.  The town purchased lunch for them for $53.00.  The clerk questioned as to purchasing lunch for them for the remainder of the week.  Mr. Shoemake stated when they left that they would be here all week.  Mayor and Council advised that the clerk will order the largest pizza and drinks alternating between Parkside Grille and Hey Pizza. 
     Board and Committee Member Reports:

     Councilman Diehl:  Lot Progress:  Dr. Mankamyer’s lot at Parkview Drive, Watkins Group property on Main Street and Roger Resh and Greg Lawson on Main Street.  The Mayor informed everyone that he has heard nothing on Dr. Mankamyer.  Watkins Group are in the process and has a final concept on paper.  Resh and Lawson are possibly building a new building to house CarQuest.  They will be contacted to put up a new fence and clean up the area until a final decision is made.  The town also needs to remember a drainage ditch issue that exists under the Resh/Lawson property.  Bo Klotz’s Vehicles:  Council has requested that unlicensed vehicles on Mr. Klotz’s property be brought within code.  Nothing has been removed so the clerk will file a report with the Code Enforcement Officer.
     Unfinished Business: 

· Easton’s Code Enforcement Officer:  Dan Hauger questioned as to whether the town would pay for one night’s lodging for Easton’s officer to attend a council meeting.  Council feels that they can ask a more local officer to attend and it would not cost anything.  The clerk will change several issues in the existing code and deliver copies to everyone for the next meeting.
· Solicitation Permit:  Majority of council is not in favor of requiring a permit.  The town will post signs at each end of town stating No Solicitation and we will also put an article in the newsletter defining solicitation so residents understand who is allowed and who is not.  Non-profit groups, licensed individuals/groups, school kids, and religious groups are allowed to go door to door.

     New Business:

· POS Request:  The town’s request for funding to construct a parking lot on the property purchased from Robert Speicher was denied.
· Plastic Recycling:  This will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.
     Announcements:  The next meeting of the Mayor and Town Council will be held on Monday, August 4, 2008 beginning at 7:00PM at Town Hall.

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15PM.

Executive Session:  Councilman Shapiro moved to go into Executive Session for Personnel Matters.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion carried.

______________________________                __________________________________
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