MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

JULY 2, 2007

Guests:  Richard Towers, Fred Holliday, Gerald Beachy – Grantsville Days; Jim Rephann – Observing; Deputy Aaron Wilson – Garrett County Sheriff’s Department
Council in Attendance:  Ron Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, James Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Joe McRobie – Administrator, Robin Jones – Clerk/Treas.

Minute Approval:  The minutes were approved as written.

Grantsville Days:  Chair Gerald Beachy reported that the 30th annual Grantsville Days was the most successful yet.  Attendance, vendors, parade participants, and donations were the highest in the 30 years.  The donations totaled to approximately $17,600.00.  Mr. Beachy will once again chair the event next year and has acquired several volunteers to head up different committees.  Rich Towers – Booths, Ronald Gillum – Fireworks, Bob Leece – Contests, Jack DuBoise – Entertainment, and Gerry Beachy – Fundraising.  Councilman Shapiro noted that the contract for the Pepsi vending machines in the park does not permit the sale of any other brand of soft drinks in the park area. All vendors would have to conform to this contract and only offer Pepsi products.  Rich Towers stated that he cannot ask vendors to only sell a certain product during Grantsville Days.  The possibility of obtaining score boards for the 2 ball fields is also present with the acceptance of a contract with Pepsi.  More information will be obtained in regards to this issue.  Mr. Beachy also reported that the circuit to the restrooms and pavilion #1 needs replaced.  Mr. Jim Rephann was able to get the lights working for the event but it needs replaced before next year.  The issue of the removal of the pulling track was also addressed.  Mr. Beachy, Mr. Towers, and Mr. Holliday all stressed that if the pulling track were to be removed to allow for the installation of the football field that Grantsville Days would probably deteriorate.  The Grantsville Volunteer Fire Dept. would no longer participate and the revenue generated for the vendors during the pulls would decrease immensely.  Mr. Holliday added that if the town keeps the pulling track, the ditch above it must be present to keep the track from washing away during rain periods.  The Mayor stated Council has voted to prioritize these items in the order of the football field and then the pulling track. Several ideas are being researched to allow for both items to be possible.  Council also feels with the addition of new functions such as the 5K walk/run, a bike race on Sunday, and the Battle of the Barrels this would allow for the event to hold the large crowd numbers.

Farmers Market:  Rich Towers reported there will be a farmers market on Wednesday, July 11, 2007.

Gary Yoder Property:  Jim Rephann inquired as to the possibility that he could tear down the garage located on this property and the town would reimburse him when he is done.  The Mayor responded that the town is still waiting on full funding to complete the process and there are several rules that need to be followed in the demolition process which does not allow the town to continue.
The Administrator’s Computer:  The administrator’s computer has experienced a hard drive crash.  He will be taking the tower to Mel’s Business System on Tuesday to get an estimate to either replace the hard drive or purchase a new system altogether.

Negro Mountain Water Treatment:  The Administrator attended a meeting regarding the issue of iron in the water supplied to Keysers Ridge and the Industrial Park.  Department of Public Utilities has suggested a sequestrian treatment which is a chemical treatment that costs approximately $1,500.00.  A piece of equipment would be attached that would dispense the chemical before chlorination.  This product is EPA safe and does not add any taste to the water treated.  The original concern about this treatment was that once the water is heated the chemical dissolves.  Further investigation found that the water must reach a temperature of 180 degrees before the chemical breaks down.  Councilman Jones moved to purchase the treatment.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carries.

Football Field Area:  Jim McFarland from the Western Maryland Truck Show inquired as to whether the area around the stormwater pond would be seeded and mulched before the August event.    Consensus was that if the area is not level at this time seeding would only make is necessary to remove the grass after the event at an unnecessary cost.  The Administrator stated that BYCO Enterprises was only required to backfill and seed and mulch the area, not bring it up to any type of sporting event requirements.  Councilman Shapiro would like information on installing a clay track where the exiting gravel one is so that the area could also be used by the youth football league.  More information will be obtained regarding the clay track and the area will remain unseeded until after the truck show.

Independence Day Holiday:  The office will be closed on Wednesday, July 4, 2007 in observance of the holiday.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Mayor and Town Council will be held on Monday, July 16 at 7PM.

Park Committee Recommendations:  The Administrator will be completing an application for Community Parks and Recreation Grant Monies that is due on July 17, 2007.  Councilman Shapiro attended the meeting and provided information that some of the areas discussed were the pulling track, and turning the existing stage to face the Neva Georg property for the movie screen viewing.  He also stated that Bob Leece would like to post his telephone number at the tennis courts and acquire an account so that anyone could contact him when they wanted access to the lights and he would collect the money and activate the lights for them.  Councilman Gillum added that turning the existing stage would not be possible as there is no shade for spectators at Grantsville Days events and other events held throughout the year. Council recommended that the grant application should try to acquire funding to complete more lighting upgrades to existing fixtures, to rewire some of the defective wiring that currently exists in the park, to apply for funding to acquire new lights on the basketball court, the old playground receiving replacement equipment and the inflatable movie screen and new stage to accompany it.

Tax Bill:  The Administrator received his personal tax bill recently and upon looking at it could not figure his town tax amount.  He contacted the tax office and wanted to share the information with everyone.  There is a Garrett County Assessment and a State of Maryland Assessment.  By taking the state assessment and subtracting the county assessment you can figure your credit.  Due to the fact that the percentage of increase is capped you must contact the assessment office for full details.

Pepsi:  The Administrator located this sentence in the contract from Pepsi.  Pepsi holds exclusive rights for putting vending machines in an area and only Pepsi will be allowed to be sold at all functions in this area.  Councilman Shapiro will contact Pepsi and negotiate score boards, coolers, etc.

Mayor Report:

· Autumn Glory Schedule:  Grantsville has no events to include in this brochure for the festival.
· County Calendar of Events:  Events occurring between September 15, 2007 and May 31, 2008 can be listed in the publication.  The Clerk can only think of one possible event which is some type of tree lighting for the Christmas Holiday.  Consensus of Council is to involve Grantsville Involvement Group with the organization of an event in December or late November.
Council Report: 

· Tennis Lights:  The Clerk will provide information at the next meeting for Councilman Gillum as to a comparison between operating the tennis lights and how much customers are charged to see if the town is breaking even.
· Maple Tree in the Park:  There is currently a maple tree in the center of the park that is causing a beautiful white oak tree to grow crooked.  This tree needs inspected and possibly removed so the white oak is able to flourish.
· Spring Yard Sale:  Councilman Gillum has received several requests to change the date of the spring yard sale from for 3rd Saturday in May to the 1st Saturday in June.  This would allow for better weather and also would coincide with the National Pike Yard Sale Days and National Pike Festival activities.  Consensus is to allow the date to be changed.
· Rodney Youmans 22 S. Yoder Street:  Mrs. Annabelle Folk contacted Councilman Gillum in regards to standing water along the back property line that borders Mr. Youmans development.  She is concerned that it is a breeding area for mosquitoes.  She also has been receiving amounts of water in her basement since the demolition began.  The Administrator provided information that a pipe may have been damaged in the demolition process and he will have Bill Hetrick and Keith Durst check into this.
Water Line to Fire Department:  Mayor Edwards received information from Rick Shoemaker from The Department of Public Utilities that they recently installed a new water line at a cost of $22.00 per foot.  This price is substantially lower that originally thought for installation of water line to the new fire hall.  Councilman Gillum would also like for the town to contact local suppliers to see if a lower price could be obtained.  The Fire Department will be breaking ground on July 14, 2007 according to Councilman Wilburn also a volunteer fire fighter.

· Solutrea:  Councilman Jones expressed concern over signing a five year contract with Solutrea until we are sure their service is suitable for the town’s needs.  The Mayor stated that the only thing the 5 year contract binds the town to would be not allowing another wireless internet provider into town.  Residents will still be able to acquire any internet provider they wish.
· Chili Cook Off:  Councilman Diehl attended the Frostburg Chili Cook Off recently where he reported that between 100-150 people were set up inside the softball field.  The Lions Club provided a chicken BBQ and the City of Frostburg provided free admittance into the city pool for the day.  They also held a hot pepper eating contest.  The next chili event will be held in September and is expected to be larger than this one.
· Theatre Screen:  The Clerk will contact Bill DeVore to see if there is funding left for the $13,000.00 movie screen from POS.
· Sex Offender Registry:  Councilman Diehl would like more information on the distances in which an offender must register when living near a community park.  The Mayor explained that since CasselRidge is a federally subsidized apartment complex the law allows for offenders to live in the complex without distance restrictions.
· Grantsville Station Stop Sign:  Councilman Shapiro questioned as to why the stop sign at Grantsville Station was not moved and replaced as requested in an earlier meeting.  The Administrator stated that State Highway Admin. is responsible for this sign not the town.
· Stop Sign at Miller and Hershberger:  Councilman Diehl stated that this sign has lost its reflectiveness. 
· Hershberger Lane Extension:  The Administrator will be in contact with George Vitak in the next few days to discuss the need to re route his driveway entrance off of Hershberger Lane due to state regulations that require a certain size entryway off of a major road.  This entryway will necessitate the use of Mr. Vitak’s current entrance.
· Summers Property:  The Clerk provided information that Scott Watkins issued a check to the Town of Grantsville in the amount of $1,000.00 as a down payment on the Summers Property.  The Administrator is to contact Jim Braskey to have a contract drawn up for this transaction.
· Yoder’s Inc.:  The Mayor has been in contact with attorney Trent Thomas in regards to requesting that M&T Bank turn the building over to the town so we can proceed with some sort of demolition process.  Councilman Wilburn and Councilman Gillum feel that acquiring this building would be more of a liability that an asset.  They feel the building is beyond salvage and if the town owned the property it could present a large problem if someone is injured before the proper funding is acquired to demolish the structure.  This will be discussed further at a later meeting.
Meeting adjourned 8:35PM.         

