MINUTES FROM TOWN MEETING

JULY 16, 2007

Guests:  TFC M. Kleppinger – Maryland State Police
Council in Attendance:  Ron Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Joe McRobie – Administrator, Robin Jones – Clerk/Treas.

Minute Approval:  Approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Gillum moved to accept.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.

Ordinance 2007-02 Disposition of Property:  The Mayor presented the first reading of the ordinance.  This ordinance refers to the sale of the Summers Lot.

Annexation:  The Mayor and the Administrator met with Dave Cotton from MD Department of Planning one day last week.  The MD Dept. of Planning will not support the purposed annexation as it is currently written. The Department names areas as PFA’s (Priority Funding Areas) and without this designation any project such as water line installation could not be funded with low interest loans or grant monies.  We can still proceed with the annexation.  The MD Dept. of Planning also feels that by annexing farm land that could provide an increase in home construction the town’s infrastructure could not handle the new customers.  Mr. Cotton is confident that if some of the property originally planned to be annexed was removed from the plan then the plan would be accepted.  The Mayor recommended removing Ken Yoder, Joanna Miller, and Ruth Yoder’s property from the plans and this would serve another purpose as well because they were against the annexation from the beginning.  The question as to whether acquiring PFA monies when part of the water line being installed in town limits and the other portion being out of town limits was answered by Senator George Edwards today when he contacted the Administrator.  The monies would be available.  The Administrator spoke with Attorney Gary Harriger and the town would need to start over by re-writing the resolution, getting new meets and bounds, re-advertising for 45 days, and then completing it.  The Mayor also feels that if the town can acquire private investment monies that we will be more likely to get approval for the annexation.  Councilman Shapiro moved to change the annexation in regards to the Dorsey Hotel Road component to annex the Schrock, Opel, Casselman Historians, and Goodwill Mennonite Home Property and keep the Rt. 40 component as it originally was written.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion carried.  
Fire Department Water Line:  The Mayor recently met with Duane and Dave Stein in regards to the water line construction.  Another route for the installation has been discovered.  There is a 12” line on Miller Street that can be used as the main line by cutting a trench between William Warnick and Dwight Emory’s properties.  This would mean a shorter route, no pavement cutting, no traffic control, no infrastructure obstructions, and no approval needed from SHA which all leads to less funding needed to complete the project.  The Mayor also feels by proceeding with this route some of the rainwater runoff issues may be fixed for Bill Frickey, Maranatha Church, and Peggy Kamp.  The Stein’s have volunteered their time, equipment, and man power to complete the construction.  Keith Durst (town employee) can complete the inspection process.  Estimated cost of materials is $18,000.00.  There is also a possibility that Garrett County Community Action may purchase more materials and ask the Stein’s to continue digging to get the water line closer to Rt. 669 which would help with Duane Yoder’s development across from the fire department.
G&P Gulf Lot:  A structural engineer from The EADS Group met with the Administrator regarding the issue of one of the foundation walls bordering Pennsylvania Avenue.  The removal of this wall may cause the road to sink and possibly fall away.  Rodney Youmans will be removing the cement slab that currently exists and tearing down the small house beside the lot.  Roger Resh and Greg Lawson (owners of the property) will be requesting that Mr. Youmans install bracing against the current wall so that the road will be protected.  Another issue that is present is a terra cotta storm sewer drain that runs under the property.  The pipe could be damaged when the cement slab is removed.  Mr. Youmans inquired as to who would be responsible for the cost of repairing or replacing the pipe if this happens.  Councilman Wilburn feels the drain was there before the building was built so therefore it would be the owner’s.  Councilman Shapiro is against the town incurring a cost so that someone else can make a profit.  Consensus of Council is that we do not know if this will actually happen, we do not have a cost for repair or replacement, and we do not know the whole scenario so therefore no decision can actually be made at this time.  Mr. Resh, Mr. Lawson, or Mr. Youmans would have to attend a meeting of the Council and present the point when it occurs.  Councilman Shapiro feels that no more agreements should be made without seeing proper plans for future projects.  There must be a protocol that needs to be followed in all situations.  No more gentleman’s agreements.
PPG Application:  This application has been completed and submitted.  Mayor Edwards found a supplier of a rollup track cover that could be used to cover the pulling track during football season.  The approximate cost of this cover is $7,800.00.  The Clerk has requested a sample be sent to town hall for inspection.  When the sample arrives and is proven to be satisfactory, The Mayor will speak to the Garrett County Commissioners and the Lions Club to see if they will assist with the cost.  Councilman Shapiro pointed out that the town will still need the approval of the football organization.  He also spoke with Tim Bender from BYCO and Mr. Bender can change the track to clay, level the playing field area to specifications, provide proper drainage, and seed & mulch for a cost of $3,630.00.  Mayor Edwards will request a meeting with the Maddawgs Organization before any final decisions are made.

Hot Spots:  Meeting is Tuesday, July 17 at 9AM at the Casselman Inn.

Next Meeting:  August 6 at 7PM at Town Hall.

TFC Kleppinger:  The Mayor inquired as to the progress of re-locating Larry from the park.  He has not broken the law to this point.  Vagrancy does not apply because he does have money.  He has been accused of knocking on doors and asking for money so the Garrett County Sheriff’s Dept. has provided The Clerk with Petition for Peace Order forms that can be filled out and filed in Oakland.  The Mayor would like to assist him in acquiring an apartment at Meadowview if possible due to his monetary situation.

Mayor Report: 

· Garbage Collection:  The Clerk spoke with Earl of Perry’s Disposal and after the new properties are annexed the cost for picking up their trash will be the same as any other individual $6.81.
· Yoder’s Inc.:  The Mayor spoke with Steve Sherrard of the Garrett County Health Dept. and the EPA will clean up all of the contaminants at their cost and board up all of the larger openings in the structure.

· CasselRidge Apartments:  The Mayor and The Administrator met with Garrettland, Inc. in regards to why the apartments remain vacant.  The perception that they are a low income establishment contributes to a lot of the problem.  They are income based; not low income.  The rules are strict and they will look at making them more user friendly.  Garrettland has a new brochure that they will be circulating to draw interest.  

· Water Leak:  Rodney Youmans broke a major water line at 22 S. Yoder Street on Saturday, July 7.  A bill was written and given to Mr. Youmans.  The bill has been paid in full.  Mr. Youmans failed to contact Miss Utility and have the area marked before digging.  On the first offense he is responsible for damages not to exceed $1,000.00 according to Miss Utility Law.  Mike Walker lost a deep freeze during the incident.  He stated due to dirt in the water line, this caused it to malfunction.  The Mayor stressed that this incident and any further that are reported are between the individual and Mr. Youmans not the town.

· Future Construction, Demolition, and Right of Way Issues:  The Mayor stated that the stormwater pond at 22 S. Yoder Street has been built on a town right-of-way.  Council feels it needs to be moved.  Councilman Shapiro stressed that site plans, drawings, and permits must be obtained by construction personnel before any demolition, construction, or digging takes place.  The Mayor requested that the Administrator contact the City of Frostburg and see if they have rules in place for the above mentioned.  The Administrator will present these rules at the next meeting.  Councilman Diehl would like to see this information printed in the newsletter so residents are made aware of permits that are necessary for changes made to their properties.  The Mayor stressed that Council must follow through on decisions and things discussed till the items are completed.
· Circuit Rider:  Barbara Briggs was fired at an executive session of GCM, Inc. on July 11, 2007.

Clerk Report:

· GIG:  GIG met on July 11 and was excited about organizing the Christmas events for this year.  They will take the lead on having a function.
· Tennis Lights:  The Clerk contacted John Emerick from Allegheny Power – Cumberland.  He stated that as long as the tennis lights are used at least 10 hours per month, the town is breaking even with the cost to generate the lights.  Adding more customers could allow for a decrease.  Mr. Emerick feels keeping the rate at $5.00 per hour is sufficient.
· Past Due Water Bills:  Mr. Gary Wilt and Mr. Wayne Butler have accrued a substantial bill over the last several months.  Mr. Wilt’s balance is $349.44 and Mr. Butler’s balance is $380.99.  Each person has made an attempt to pay small amounts on their bills but not enough to keep them from increasing.  Councilman Shapiro moved to require each person to pay the current bill plus 10% of the existing balance by the next due date of July 25.  If monthly payments are not made in this fashion the water will be shut off.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.  The Clerk will compose a letter, The Mayor will approve, and they will be mailed certified.
Administrator Report:

· Meadowview Pond:  The pond is being over run with cattails.  The Administrator would like to ask Rodney Youmans to use his track hoe to drudge out an area of the foliage.  A price can be obtained to do this.  Councilman Gillum feels we need to check with the proper officials to make sure this action does not interfere with the clean water act.  Councilman Wilburn would like the Administrator to contact MDE for assistance so the town does not get fined for interfering with a wildlife area.  The Administrator is meeting with Reggie Breeding from stormwater management on Thursday and will question him about the issue.
· Harry Hitchins:  Mr. Hitchins has poisonous fairy ring mushrooms invading his backyard area.  He has checked with Garrett County Extension Office and the only chemical that can be used to remove them is not allowed to be used in residential areas.  Mr. Hitchins has been digging them with a shovel and loading his truck and filling in the road area at the coal tipple with the dirt.  He has not approached the town for assistance but the Administrator feels the town could assist with the backhoe so that they are not given a chance to spread further into other yards.  By digging 3’ down and hauling the dirt and root systems away they will stop growing and spreading.  Council is concerned that they may start to grow at the coal tipple and no further loads should be dumped there.  They can be hauled to the Garrett County Landfill and disposed of there.  Consensus of Council was to allow the town employees to use the back hoe and dump truck to assist Mr. Hitchins.
Solutrea:  Mayor Edwards has been in contact with D.J. Durst from Solutrea and they are currently planning to open their office in the Outreach Center on August 1.  They are planning on making Grantsville a feature town and piloting new things here before marketing them elsewhere.  Councilman Gillum expressed concern that Solutrea volunteered a $500.00 sponsorship for Grantsville Days and the Lions Club has not received payment yet.

Council Reports:

· Parkside Estates:  Councilman Gillum feels that if Kenneth Miller was asked to cut a tree that is currently surrounding the light post at the Cul-De-Sac it would solve the lighting problem introduced by Gerald Beachy.
· Yoder’s Inc.:  Councilman Gillum feels that the town does not need the liability responsibility that would come with obtaining the Yoder’s building.  This could be used for commercial development or housing later on.  He feels it would cost between $200,000 and $300,000 to tear the structure down and the town does not have this type of funding nor is it guaranteed by a grant.  The Mayor and Council will let this issue rest and see how it plays out with the Health Department and EPA.
· Maple Tree in the Park:  Councilman Jones would like to see the tree remain in the park due to the fact that it is one of the nicest and largest currently in the park.  The Administrator spoke with town employee Heath Martin and Mr. Martin feels that the maple tree is done growing and the white oak will grow taller than the maple and still flourish.  The maple tree will be left alone unless it presents a problem for the oak tree.
· Electronics Recycling:  Councilman Diehl received an email regarding the recycling that will take place once a month at the Bumble Bee Rd. recycling center.  He would like to see the town allow residents to drop off items at town hall and the town employees transport these items to the drop off site for them.  The idea was accepted as a monthly service.
· Larry Kuligowski:  TFC Kleppinger returned to the meeting after a conversation with Mr. Kuligowski this evening.  Mr. Kuligowski would like to leave the park as soon as possible however he is on probation in Maryland until November 2007.  He draws a disability check around $500.00 per month for the loss of his toes due to frostbite.  He would accept help in acquiring an apartment but does not know who to speak with.  He left the Baltimore area due to his dislike for African Americans and this is why he has chosen Grantsville.  The Mayor stated the Clerk and he will assist Mr. Kuligowski in acquiring an apartment.
· Councilman Shapiro:  Made a motion for previous meeting minutes, financial report, budget compared to actual report, update of action items, preliminary agenda with supporting data of any action item to be discussed, and anything else deemed important be delivered to The Mayor and Council members 72 hours prior to the next meeting, this will be the responsibility of the City Administrator.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion carried.  All information must be delivered by Friday at 4:30PM.
· Grantsville Station:  The stop sign at Grantsville Station just needs a new post due to the fact that it is rusted and bent.
· Locust Trees in the Park:  Councilman Gillum and the Administrator would like to see the locust trees in the park removed before a limb or a complete tree falls and injures someone or causes damage to a structure.  Someone will be contacted to acquire a price for removal of the trees.  Bob Hay may be able to cut them into new braces located at the end of the chicken shack to replace the rotted railroad ties that are there now.
· Softball Lights:  I&Y Construction will begin in September and finish installation in early October.  A letter will be composed with actual dates of start and finish and signed by Matt Snyder of I&Y Construction.
· Hershberger Lane Extension:  Al Feldstein was contacted and the town should receive notification of funds being awarded this week.  EADS is currently working with SHA and Dwight Emory on the specifics of construction.
Meeting adjourned 9:57PM.

