MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

JUNE 4, 2007

Guests:  Richard Clark and D.J. Durst – Solutrea

Council in Attendance:  Ron Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Joe McRobie – Administrator, Robin Jones – Clerk/Treas.

Solutrea:  Dan Durst appeared before council with his supervisor Richard Clark to discuss the possibility of implementing wireless internet service to the Town of Grantsville.  Mr. Durst’s company is based out of Frederick, MD and the home office is located in Canada.  Points of interest for their system are as follows:

· One tower located in the Grantsville Community Park

· Several transceivers located around the town  

· Use of a laptop computer anywhere around town    

· Park would be a hot spot where internet service could be accessed any time of the day

· Town Hall would receive free internet service and phone service.

· After recouping their installation costs in approximately 3 years, they would begin a profit sharing program with the town.

· Coverage will reach to Dorsey Hotel Road, Shade Hollow, Penn Alps, and Casselman River Bridge Park
· Branch office in town limits that would provide jobs to residents

· Surveillance cameras installed at strategic places at no cost

· Offers a bundle package deal for around $45.00 per month.

· Offers 256KB per second wireless service for around $12.00 per month

· Offers 1MB for business usage for around $25.00 per month

· Can supply the Museum, Town Hall, Ruth Enlow Library, Northern Garrett Rescue Squad, and Grantsville Fire Department with free internet service.

· Inclement weather does not affect wireless reception

· When a transceiver malfunctions, another will take up the slack until the damage can be repaired

· Offer a 4.9 safety gigahertz band that can benefit the fire department and rescue squad

· Will provide a touch screen welcome center that will display up coming events and can also be used for advertisement purposes at no cost to the Town of Grantsville

One of the only negative items is that since the phone service is fed through the internet; a power outage would mean no phone service for those participating.

Ordinance Amendment 2007-01 Garbage Fees:  The second reading of the ordinance amendment was held.  Councilman Jones moved to approve.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.  This ordinance will become effective June 24, 2007.
Print Shoppe – Town Logo:  Brenda Brenneman requested the use of the town logo to be printed on T-shirts and other items that can be sold to promote the Town of Grantsville.  Consensus of Council was to allow them to use the logo.

Miller Family – Pavilion Reimbursement:  Ruth Miller contacted the Clerk regarding canceling their pavilion rental for July 7 and 8, 2007 and receiving a reimbursement of $250.00.  Her father-in-law recently passed away and they are not going to be able to have a reunion due to all of the traveling for his funeral services.  Council agreed to contact Mrs. Miller and see if they would like to carry over the fee for 2008’s rental.  If this is not satisfactory, the Clerk will refund their money.

Spaghetti Dinner Benefit:  Mrs. Paul from the Grantsville Elementary School contacted the Clerk to request a donation for the benefit dinner that is going to be held on Friday, June 8, 2007 for Kaley Hare.  Kaley is a second grader that has recently been diagnosed with cancer.  The Mayor feels that the town cannot give a monetary donation because it would be using taxpayer’s money.  Also, there is the possibility that this would open the door for a lot more donation requests of this nature and this would not fit into the budget of the Town.   He however urged everyone to attend and donate to the worthy cause and to invite anyone they could.  He also stated that if they would need boxed spaghetti, jars of sauce, etc. that we could provide these items.

Museum Shrubbery:  Earleena Tressler – Curator of the Grantsville Museum contacted Town Hall to see if the shrubbery in front of the Museum could be replaced as it is dying.  Council agreed that Steven Hyson (summer help) could remove the shrubbery when he begins on June 25, 2007.

Grantsville Days – Garbage Removal:  Due to the fact that the town will only be allotted one summer help person this year, there is a need for someone to assist in trash removal for Grantsville Days.  This will be brought up at the Lion’s Club Meeting on Thursday, June 7.

Dave McKenzie:  Dave McKenzie and his wife Trish spoke with the Clerk and Councilman Jones to inform them that Perry’s Disposal Service had opened everyone of their bags of trash that were at curb side Friday morning 6-1-07.  They were unhappy about this and have intentions of writing a letter to Perry’s office to voice their concern of privacy issues.

GCM Garbage Bids:  The Town of Oakland has decided not to participate in the GCM garbage plan with the other municipalities.  The cost would be too much for them to participate.  The Mayor recommends that Grantsville should not participate either at this time.  Councilman Jones moved to put the garbage collection service out to bid.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.  The Clerk will fax a copy of the newspaper advertisement to Sunrise Disposal, Deep Creek Refuse, Perry’s, H&H, and any other collection service that may be interested.  The Administrator will contact Circuit Rider Barbara Briggs and have a spec sheet compiled for us.
Clerk Report:

· Hospitalization Insurance:  CBIZ (benefits broker) can provide the town with the HSA program the same as Chesapeake Benefits can.  Consensus is to stay with CBIZ because they are our current broker.
· Superior Laundry:  A quote was provided for uniform service by Superior Laundry.  The Clerk compared pricing with the current supplier Cintas and feels that there is not enough of a savings to change suppliers.
· Grantsville Days Street Vendor:  A gentleman from Hagerstown contacted Town Hall to discuss the possibility of selling balloons before the parade begins at Grantsville Days.  The Clerk instructed him to contact event coordinator Gerry Beachy.  The Council feels that this vendor should only sell at the park and not on Main Street at any time during this event.
Administrator Report:

· Annexation Hearing:  The Clerk will contact The Republican and change the time on the hearing from 7PM to 6:30PM due to the fact that the meeting will need to be over by 8PM.

· Solutrea:  The Administrator will check on the references provided by Mr. Durst and have more information for the Council at the next meeting.

· Soda Machines in the Park:  The Administrator contacted Coca Cola and Pepsi regarding locating soda machines in the park.  Pepsi replied with figures for 20 ounce bottles that would provide a commission of $6.00 per case if they were to service the machines.  If the town purchases the soda on their own they would receive a 20% profit but must sell 10 cases per month to do so.  The machines would not function in the winter months.  No reply was received from Coca Cola.  Councilman Shapiro moved to place one machine at Pavilion #3 and one at the Lion’s Chicken BBQ Building.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.

· Richard McKenzie:  The Administrator has drafted a letter to Richard McKenzie from East Coast Erectors that states after the annexation, his building can continue as a fabrication company.

· Mt. Top Paving:  The sidewalk curbing project on Rt. 495 is scheduled to begin this week with the curbing to begin at the right of way on one side and begin at the right of way on the other side.  They will also provide a figure to repair the curbing at Gerry Beachy’s and to finish the sidewalk at Kingdom Hall.

· ARC Application:  Al Feldstein from the Planning Commission reported that our application for Hershberger Lane extension is at the Washington ARC and is under review.  He is confident that it will be approved.

· USDA Application:  The application has been mailed back to Roberta Adams from USDA.

· New Fire hall:  The Administrator and Peggy Jamison completed the environmental report and EADS has agreed to complete the preliminary engineering report for a figure not to exceed $1,000.00.  If the report exceeds this figure, they will absorb the remainder in the bidding process.  The Town has a notice to proceed on engineering services with EADS that dates July 2006.

· Streetscape Funding:  The Administrator will contact Duane Yoder to see when the town can apply for the $40,000.00 streetscape grant to assist in the Hershberger Lane extension project.
· Puzzley Wells:  The Administrator will attend a meeting in Oakland on June 27 to discuss the new wells to be located in Puzzley.

· Keyser’s Ridge Water:  The County is having iron problems with the water going to Keyser’s Ridge.  They would like to add a chemical that will surround the iron.  This however proves to be ineffective when the water is heated because the chemical dissolves when heated.  Councilman Gillum suggested we wait to see if the newly drilled wells provide better water and if so use the original well as a back up only.
· Batting Cage:  The new batting cage acquired with Program Open Space Funding will be located along the third base line of the Little League Field.  The amount applied for was $3,000.00.  There will be approximately $600.00 remaining that can be used to purchase the railroad ties and gravel and dust that are needed for completion.

· E & A Contracting:  E&A partners with Scott Electric and they have another lighting system available which will possibly be cheaper than Musco Lighting.  Musco Lights were used on the tennis courts.  They also feel that since these will be newer fixtures three phase electric service may not be necessary.  The Administrator will send out an amendment that requests bidding for the removal of the old poles and the installation of new lights.

· Summers Lot:  Mark Watkins contacted the Administrator inquiring where the selling price for the lot of $80,000.00 came from when it only appraises for $65,500.00.  The Administrator provided information that either they could lease the property for 5 years and by that time the appraised value would be larger, or they can purchase it now for the chosen figure.  Mr. Watkins also inquired about the possibility of some sort of a tax break.  Councilman Gillum moved to request a $1,000.00 non refundable deposit from the Watkins Group and a yes or no answer to purchasing the property by July 2.   Also, to set a construction completion deadline of the year 2009.  The town will also offer a 3 year tax exemption from the date of closing on the sale of the property.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion carried.  The Administrator will write a letter to Mr. Watkins as soon as possible.

Council Reports:

· Farmers Market Status:  Councilman Gillum questioned whether Grantsville will hold a market this year.  Rich Towers is going to hold one more meeting to check on the interest of vendors.
· POS Monies:  Councilman Gillum would like for the Clerk to see if there is any more money available from POS.

· County Water Sewer Hook-Up Policies:  Councilman Diehl spoke to Linda Lindsay from Department of Public Utilities and she has a copy of the County’s regulations for hooking onto public water and sewer systems.  She would be happy to provide us with a copy.
· County Flagmen:  The County employees flagmen and there is a possibility we could use them when needed.

· Grantsville Arch:  Councilman Diehl noted that the grass around the arch is getting high and needs cut back.  The Mayor stated that SHA took care of this problem earlier today.

· Dave Stein Pizza Shop:  Councilman Diehl questioned where Mr. Stein stands on constructing his pizza shop.  The Administrator spoke to Jim Torrington recently and there is a stormwater management issue.  Installing blacktop parking lots would only add to the runoff problems that Peggy Kamp already deals with at the East end of Town.  They are researching other possibilities.
· Dr. Mankamyer:  Councilman Wilburn questioned the progress of the sale of Lot #11 at Parkside Estates to Dr. Mankamyer.  The Clerk spoke with Dr. Mankamyer and he is waiting for Jim Braskey to finish the paperwork and things should be closed out by June 15.

· Barking Dogs:  Councilman Shapiro is concerned with the dogs barking constantly in the town.  How can this be handled?  The Mayor provided information that a complaint needs to be issued in Citizen Serve and Dan Hauger can enforce the County’s Dog Ordinance.

· Park Committee Meeting:  Councilman Shapiro would like to request a meeting be called since they have not met in over one year.

· Western Maryland Truck Show:  Councilman Shapiro is hearing more and more negative feed back about the truck show and is concerned that allowing them back into the park may have been in error.  The Mayor assured him that he will sit down with Jim McFarland next week and draw up a contract of everything that is expected of the organization.

· Norman Beitzel:  Councilman Wilburn is concerned about the unlicensed vehicles on Roger Resh’s property on Main Street that belong to Mr. Beitzel.  The Administrator gave information that Rodney Youmans will begin demolition of the building in the next couple of weeks and the cars will need to be removed before doing so.  Mr. Youmans has sold New England Truss and Joist effective June 15 and will be going into construction full time.

· Pulling Track:  Councilman Shapiro spoke with Commissioner Fred Holliday recently and Mr. Holliday is not in favor of removing the pulling track to install a football field.  He is very much against it.

· Water Supply:  Councilman Wilburn expressed a concern with the possibility of our wells becoming polluted by salt.  Several wells along Interstate 68 have been closed due to salt pollution.  If the well at Shade Hollow becomes polluted with salt the town needs a back up well.

Meeting Adjourned 9:05PM

