MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

JUNE 18, 2007
Guests:  Deputy Aaron Wilson – Garrett County Sheriff’s Dept., D.J. Durst – Solutrea

Council in Attendance:  Ron Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Joe McRobie – Administrator, Robin Jones – Clerk/Treas.

Minute Approval:  The minutes were approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Shapiro moved to accept the financial report.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.

Softball Light Bids:  Three bids were received for the removal and installation of new lights on the softball fields.  The bids were as follows:

· I&Y Construction Base Bid for installation $166,700.00. Alt #1 – lights on the back side of the poles to light the tractor pulling area $28,500.00.  Removal of the existing poles and lights $5,300.00.  Installation of new receptacles around the field $44,000.00.  Grand total $244,500.00.

· E&A Contracting Base Bid for installation $230,850.00.  Alt #1 $33,006.00.  Removal $9,194.00.  Receptacles $18,091.00.  Grand total $291,141.00.

· Plavchak Contracting Base Bid for installation $201,800.00.  Alt. #1 $21,500.00.  Removal $3,500.00.  Receptacles $18,500.00.  Grand total $277,731.00.

Starting date is after July 4, 2007 and work is to be finished by September 2007.  Councilman Jones moved to accept I&Y Construction’s bid for the base bid and removal.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.  The Administrator will request a quote on lighting the back side of the poles at the 1st base line only and not extending to the 3rd base line as requested in the original bids.
Garbage Collection Bids:  One bid was received for the garbage collection.  This bid was from Perry’s Disposal Service.  Perry’s offered a 1 year, 3 year, and 5 year option that includes residential pick ups on Friday AM, one pick up per week for the dumpster at Town Hall in the winter months ($156.00 per month), 2 pick ups in the summer months ($312.00 per month), Grantsville Days roll off dumpster ($180.00 plus tipping fees).  Tipping fees are currently $35.00 per ton.  This would limit each household to a five 30# bag limit per week.  One year contract totals $22,962.00.  Three year contract totals $69,588.00.  Five year contract totals $119,316.00.  Perry’s reserves the right to re-negotiate if tipping fees or petroleum prices increase.  Mayor Edwards recommended the 1 year contract.  Councilman Diehl moved to accept the one year contract.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.

Solutrea:  The Administrator contacted several references that were provided by D.J. Durst.  All were positive.  The Mayor recommended welcoming Solutrea as the Town of Grantsville’s internet provider.  Mr. Durst’s company will begin operations in the Outreach Center in hopes of moving to a Main Street location at a later date.  Councilman Shapiro moved to enter into a five year agreement with Solutrea.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.   The Welcome Centers will be phase 2 of the project, this will allow for Solutrea to re-coup funds from the internet service before incurring the welcome center expense.
Deputy Wilson:  The man that has taken up residence in the Grantsville Community Park is Larry NMN Kuligowski.  Deputy Wilson delivered a letter to Mr. Kuligowski regarding the laws and regulations of the park.  Deputy Wilson will also contact officers to provide traffic assistance for the 5k run to be held at Grantsville Days.  The Administrator left a message for Sgt. Corley regarding help with trash collection and restroom detail for Grantsville Days.  Councilman Diehl added that the installation of Solutrea wireless internet will benefit the Sheriff’s Department also.

Annexation Services:  Services to be provided to the newly annexed areas are as follows:

· If residents hook on to the water service within 30 days of the truck line installation there will be no water tap fees.
· Homes built after August 13 (the completion date for the annexation) will not be exempt for the water tap fee.

· No payment for property taxes until structure is connected to the town water system.

· Code Enforcement Services

· Right to vote in Municipal Elections

· Everyone will pay for garbage collection services even if they choose not to use them.

· Shunks, VanSicles, and Broadwater’s must bring their trash to the end of the lane that intersects Rt. 40 for pick up.

· Large item pick up and disposal at the landfill.

· Curb side recycling services as they become available – currently newspapers.

· Yard debris removal

· The Town will plow Kildeer Lane.

· Until water services are installed residents will receive an annual billing for garbage services of $96.00.  Beginning September 1, 2007 the garbage bill will be pro-rated and mailed.

Councilman Jones moved to offer these services.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.  Mayor Edwards recommended that every time someone pays a tap fee that the funds be earmarked for annexation purposes.  Councilman Shapiro suggested prioritizing Dorsey Hotel Road for water line installation because this area will generate the most funds for the town and help with further installation costs.  All items listed above will be listed on letterhead and given out to attendees at the June 25 meeting.

Western MD Truck Show Contract:  Mayor Edwards compiled a list of items that are expected from the truck show and also on the town’s behalf.  He will send a copy to Jim McFarland and when a counter offer or acceptance is presented, The Mayor will bring the final list back to a future Council Meeting for approval.

Park Committee Meeting:  This meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 28 at 7PM at Pavilion #3.

Hot Spots Meeting:  This meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 19 at 9AM.

Annexation Hearing:  This hearing is scheduled for Monday, June 25 beginning at 6:30PM at the Ruth Enlow Library – Grantsville Location.

Next Meeting:  The next Council Meeting will be held on Monday, July 2 beginning at 7PM.

Administrator Report:

· Summers Property:  The Watkins Family contacted The Administrator requesting that property tax be waived on the Summers lot for 5 years from the date of the occupancy permit approval.  Council feels that this will lessen the incentive for new businesses to build in town limits.  Councilman Gillum moved to amend a motion from an earlier meeting to say that the Watkins’ are exempt from property taxes for a 4 year period instead of the original 3 year period.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion passed 4-1.  The Administrator reported that the Watkins’ had planned on attending this evening’s meeting but due to a family emergency were unable.
Mayor Report:

· County Ordinance:  Garrett County recently adopted an ordinance regarding restricting the use of LED and LCD flashing signs.  Signs must be limited to one color, not changing back and forth, no flashing messages, etc.  Councilman Jones moved to adopt the ordinance with the County.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion did not carry with a 2-3 vote.
· POS Grant:  The Commissioners have awarded the town $5,850.00 for the installation of playground equipment.
· Wind and Solar Power Options:  There are currently no grants available but there are low interest loans available.  There is a seminar coming up at FSU that is a two day event.  The Mayor asked Councilman Diehl to conduct some research and report back to the Council at a later meeting.
· Truck Show:  Jim McFarland questioned liability insurance for the event.  He checked and they can purchase a 3 day policy for $1,000.00.  Councilman Gillum is a member of the Grantsville Lions Club and stated that their organization has a blanket policy for any event they sponsor.  The Clerk will see if the Town’s policy would provide coverage or it the truck show should consider obtaining this 3 day policy.
· Yoder’s Inc.:  Two parcels of the property were sold at an auction held this morning.  Kling’s purchased 6 acres of land for $165,000.00 and Larry Byler purchased the parking lot below Pine Accents for $10,000.00.  The building was not sold and stands as it is.  The Mayor would like further information regarding the town condemning the building and taking it over as long as the liens against the property did not convey with the building.  There are hazardous waste grants – federal and state – available to demolish the building.  Then the property could be resold or developed into a community center with an indoor swimming pool, basketball court, meeting room, etc.  There is sufficient parking and lots of building space to accommodate several different activities.  The blue sewage tank located to the rear of the property belongs to Wayne Schrock.  The Garrett County Health Department is assisting is getting it taken care of.
Clerk Report

· MML Convention:  The Clerk will be leaving on Sunday, June 24 for the MML Convention in Ocean City, MD.  She will return on Wednesday, June 27, 2007.
Administrator Reports:

· North Park Road and ClosetMaid Drive:  The Administrator received a letter expressing concern that once ClosetMaid Drive is paved in July 2007 the town does not have the snow removal capability to keep up with it and North Park Road.  Councilman Gillum recalls that the County is responsible for North Park Road in the original agreement between the town and the county.  The Mayor will locate the original agreement to see where responsibility lies.
· Negro Mt. Water Supply:  The Administrator has a meeting on June 27 regarding the iron in the Keysers Ridge Water Supply.
Council Reports:

· Town Hall Sign:  Councilman Gillum feels the sign needs some attention.  The summer help person will be painting the sign when he begins working.
· Sidewalk on Rt. 40:  Councilman Diehl was provided with information at this evening’s meeting that the sidewalk on Rt. 40 will be crossing at Casselman Bridge State Park.
· Back up Truck:  Councilman Diehl suggested that a back up truck be purchased in case the original snow removal truck breaks down.  Penn Woods.net offers things for sale at reasonable prices.  Councilman Shapiro also suggested attending a Penn Dot sale to purchase a used Penn Dot truck since they run on such a short cycle before being retired.  Councilman Jones added that he has worked closely with Penn Dot and parts to repair break downs are quite costly.
· Lions Club Freezer:  Jim Rephann is currently working on the freezer in the new building for the Lions Club.  He thought it was broken during transport from town hall to the building.  Councilman Gillum added that when the freezer was removed from its original location, the person removing it did not intend for it to be up and running again and did not remove tubing, etc. carefully.  The freezer is up and running and will be ready for Grantsville Days.
· Stop Sign – Grantsville Station:  Councilman Shapiro feels that the stop sign located at the exit of Grantsville Station needs to be moved and replaced due to its rusted condition.
Meeting adjourned 9:00PM.
