MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

MARCH 3, 2008

Council in Attendance:  Ron Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Robin Jones – Clerk/Treasurer

Minute Approval:  The February 4, 2008 meeting minutes were approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Shapiro moved to approve the January 2008 financial report.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.

Committee Member Selection:  Town residents have contacted town hall expressing their interest in becoming involved in several committees that currently have vacancies.  Scott Cameron would like to volunteer for the Park Committee.  Jack Slocomb for the Zoning Appeals Board Alternate.  Wilma Hutzel for the Planning Commission and Revitalization Task Force.  The Mayor approved all of the requests and will contact Patty Graham to see if she is interested in being an alternate for the Planning Commission.  Councilman Jones moved to accept the volunteers.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.

GCM, Inc.:  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 5 beginning at 7PM.

Daylight Savings Time:  Move the clocks forward one hour on Sunday, March 9, 2008.

Work Session:  Mayor and Council will hold a work session to start on the water operating and sewer operating budgets on Monday, March 17 beginning at 7PM.

AL-GAR MML Meeting:  The next MML Meeting will be hosted by Loch Lynn on Wednesday, March 19.  The Administrator, Councilman Gillum, and Councilman Shapiro will be attending.  The Clerk will RSVP for 3 and have a check for $45.00 ready to pay for the meals.

Good Friday Holiday:  The town office will be closed on Friday, March 21 in observance of Good Friday.

Next Regular Meeting:  The next regular meeting of the Mayor and Town Council will be held on Monday, April 7 beginning at 7PM.

Administrator Report:  (The Clerk gave this report in the absence of the administrator)
· Wind Turbines:  The Administrator requested that council give information on the stance they have regarding the wind turbines being located on state property.  He feels this will be an issue addressed at the next GCM Meeting.  The Mayor and Council chose to be non-committal on this issue.
· Maryland Rural Water Conference:  The administrator has the application for the conference that will be held from June 19 thru June 23, 2008 in Ocean City, MD.  At a previous meeting it was voted that the administrator be permitted to attend.  The forms will be completed and mailed with payment.
· MDE Pre-App:  The administrator completed a pre-app to obtain funding from Maryland Department of the Environment.  The deadline for submission was February 28, 2008.  The Clerk mailed the pre-app and we are awaiting a response from their committee.
· Planning and Zoning Meeting:  A copy of the minutes from the last meeting was made available to everyone wishing to see them.
· Comprehensive Plan:  A copy of the preliminary comprehensive plan was made available for everyone wishing to see it.
· Dump Truck Specs:  The administrator acquired a general quote for a new dump truck from Billy Bender Chevrolet.  The price of the chassis is $30,761.00 and the price from J&J Truck Bodies for the dump bed is $20-22,000.00.  Councilman Shapiro stated that the town needs to keep the new truck under the size where a CDL license would become necessary.  Councilman Diehl added that automatic towing capacity is much higher than a manual.  He believes it is cheaper to change a clutch that an entire transmission when problems occur.  He also stated that a gasoline powered vehicle would be better than a diesel powered.  Councilman Jones disagreed that a diesel engine holds it trade-in value for a longer period of time, however it is costlier to maintain and costlier to run.  Mayor Edwards put Councilman Jones in charge of putting together a bid package for the new truck due to his interest in the subject.  Councilman Diehl requested to be involved also so that specs are not written that only one or two makers are able to bid.  The Mayor agreed.  A bid package will be ready for the next regular council meeting.
Clerk’s Report:
· The town employees requested that the clerk question the council about purchasing new tires for the 2006 Chevy.  The current tires are bald and do not provide the traction needed to perform plowing as was needed this week-end.  Councilman Jones questioned as to the age of the current tires.  They were purchased on 12/5/06 for $548.00.  They are only a little over a year old, so there should be some kind of warranty remaining.  Councilman Diehl added that they were tires brought into Diehl’s Ford Sales off of another vehicle and Councilman Diehl sold them to the town for a reduced price.  The town employees had obtained prices from Guy’s Tire Shop for new tires as follows: Firestone $155.00 each, Cooper $161.00 each, and Kelly $152.00 each.  These prices do not include taxes, balancing, and junk fees.  The clerk reported that there have been 20,548 miles put on the truck since the tires were purchased.  Councilman Diehl will look at the tires and give an opinion on whether they need replaced or not.
· Garrett College:  The College is hosting a county-wide job fair on March 27, 2008.  They would like permission to display a vinyl banner on the Welcome to Grantsville arch that measures 3’ X 8’.  Council agreed to allow them to display the banner and they would be responsible for installation and removal in a timely manner.
Council Reports:

· Garrett County Gas Pumps:  Councilman Jones suggested the possibility of checking into the town getting gas at the County Roads area on Meadow Mountain.  County entities can purchase gasoline there free of taxes that averages to about $1.00 per gallon cheaper than at regular gas filling stations.  The Mayor will speak with Commissioner Gregg to see if the town is able to participate.
· Bus #63:  Deane Savage’s bus number 63 stops on Hershberger Lane by town hall everyday to pick up students.  Councilman Diehl is concerned that he is stopping on town property sometimes to load and unload children and if an accident occurs the town could be responsible because it is our property.  The clerk added that she watches her child get on and off the bus five days a week and has never seen the bus pick-up or drop off on town property.  He is always on Hershberger Lane with the front of the bus blocking Hill Street so that traffic cannot squeeze in front of the bus while he is stopped.  The Mayor sees Mr. Savage quite often at Northern High School and will mention something to him in the near future regarding this issue.
· Park Committee Meeting:  Councilman Shapiro would like to request a park committee meeting be held sometime near the end of April.
· Rising Gas Prices:  Councilman Jones suggested that the town begin to monitor the costs that are being accrued from gasoline purchases and the affect it will have on the town’s budget.
· Dan Tice:  Councilman Gillum noted that Dan Tice is in the process of building a house close to the Casselman River Bridge.  He questioned as to whether proper permits were obtained from the town being that this is a newly annexed area into town limits.  The Clerk gave information that she had spoke to the administrator about the same issue and he had visited the site and the construction company did pay the necessary fees and obtain correct paperwork.
Little League:  The Mayor added that the current little league teams will be obtaining vinyl banners that the Lion’s Club and Rotary will assist in selling as a fundraiser for the ball team organization.  The banners will be hung around the little league fencing during the season and removed by the organization when the season is concluded.  They will use the money collected to make necessary repairs to the existing score board.

Meeting adjourned 7:50PM.

