MINUTES OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL

TOWN OF GRANTSVILLE

February 9, 2009

Call to Order:  The regular meeting of the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Grantsville was held at the Grantsville Town Hall in Grantsville, MD on Monday, February 9, 2009.  The meeting convened at 7:00PM, with Mayor Paul C. Edwards presiding, and Robin L. Jones Clerk/Treasurer.

Members in Attendance:  Councilman Gillum, Councilman Jones, Councilman Diehl, Councilman Shapiro, Administrator McRobie, and Clerk/Treasurer Jones.

Guests:  Liz Nelson – Garrett County Circuit Rider, Kristan Carter – Garrett County Community Action, Deputy J.L. Friend – Garrett County Sheriff’s Department.

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes for 1/12/09 were approved as written.

PACE Reception:  Mayor Edwards and Councilman Shapiro attended the PACE Reception on January 29 and 30, 2009.  After presenting the projects that the town was requesting funding for they discovered that CDBG does not offer funding for waterline installation projects.  Maryland Department of the Environment and Appalachian Regional Conference are both very interested in assisting the town.  The Mayor spoke with an associate of Senator Cardin’s and they may be able to come up with between $10,000.00 and $20,000.00 for the project.
· The project has been broken into two phases – Phase 1:Goodwill and Phase 2:Rt. 40.
· USDA can provide a low interest loan but not a grant.

· ARC needs a base agency to request money.

· Stimulus money has not been determined as to whether it will be in the form or a grant or a loan.

· MDE pre-app deadline is February 28, 2009.  Councilman Shapiro feels that presentation is 90% of the key to being awarded money.  He requested that Liz Nelson and Kristan Carter work closely with the administrator to make sure the pre-app is 100% correct and the application deadline is met.  They will provide a copy of the pre-app to all council members by the 2/23 work session.

· The administrator added that Roberta Adams from USDA will be visiting town hall on Tuesday, February 10.  The main topic of discussion will be the water line extension project.

· Councilman Shapiro provided spreadsheets to everyone present showing the bottom line on if the projects need to be funded with low interest loans.  Goodwill Mennonite Home extension would necessitate a loan of $400,000.00 on a 40 year term with 3.5% interest – this would mean a $743,792.80 payback at the end of 40 years.  The Rt. 40 project to River Road would necessitate a $955,000.00 loan on a 40 year term with 3.5% interest – this would mean a $1,775,802.10 payback at the end of 40 years.  From past calculations of potential income from these extensions the town would profit approximately $10,926.00 per year from the Goodwill extension and lose approximately $40,850.00 per year for the Rt. 40 extension.  If grant monies are not available, another avenue may need to be pursued before both extensions are completed.

· Funding agencies may request a major rate increase to compensate for the loss on the Rt. 40 project.

Officer’s Reports:

     Mayor:  Maryland Energy Resources, LLC:  A letter was received from CME Engineering stating that they have applied for the necessary permits to use existing ground water for the new deep mine located around the area of Rt. 495.  Electrical Inspection Ordinance:  The County has sent a draft ordinance requesting that all new construction and renovation projects would require an electrical inspection by a Master Electrician licensed by the Maryland State Electrical Board.  In the past these inspections were performed by a private industry.  Adopting this ordinance will allow the County to enforce building permits within the town limits.  The clerk will provide copies to all council members and this issue will be addressed at a later meeting.

Board Reports:

     Councilman Diehl:  Dump Truck:  The truck will be at Diehl’s Ford Tuesday to repair some electrical issues.  Street Lights:  The town needs to research the possibility of Allegheny Power installing equipment that allows a certain number of street lights to turn off between the hours of 2AM and 5AM to conserve electricity.
     Councilman Shapiro:  Unfinished Projects:  Miller/Zook Water Line:  This project will resume in March or April when the weather clears.  Hershberger Lane Extension:  The project is not ready to bid yet.  The administrator will contact Senator Edwards to see if he can contact the Federal Highway Administrator to have the review process expedited.  Walking Path Lights:  Councilman Shapiro made a motion to allow the administrator to order 5 walking track lights at a cost of $700.00 per light from Lamppost Plus.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion carried.  Installation and electrical work with contractors will be decided upon when the lights arrive.  Preventative Maintenance:  No painting has been done at the water and wastewater plants due to cold weather.  Paint will not stick to metal at this time of year.  Softball Dugout Roof:  The town employees will check on the sagging condition of the one dugout.  County Commissioners:  The administrator will contact County Administrator Monty Pagenhardt to schedule a meeting to discuss the proposal presented at the last council meeting to provide the town with an annual monetary figure for a five year period in place of maintaining Grant Street and Dorsey Hotel Road.  Pulling Track:  The administrator will contact Mark Miller and request that a meeting be scheduled to get this project under way.  The administrator will document date and times of all contacts with Mr. Miller so that the town is up to date on the project’s progress.  Hershberger Lane Stop Sign:  The town employees will purchase and replace this stop sign this week.  Puzzley Run Well Motor and Pump:  The administrator contacted Somerset Well Drilling and the town is waiting to be scheduled by them to install the new equipment.  Safe Routes to School Program:  Liz Nelson has begun work on acquiring funding to install sidewalks on Grant Street to the Grantsville Elementary School.  If she leaves for maternity leave before the project is complete, she will turn it over to the town administrator for completion.
     Councilman Gillum:  Broken Street Lights:  The administrator will acquire pole numbers and report street light outages at Dorsey Hotel Road and Ravine Street and also South Street and Rt. 495 entering the Grantsville Exxon.

New Business:

· Northern Girls Softball:  Coach Carol Humberson has requested that her team be allowed to use the Grantsville Park for softball practice and games this year.  She contacted Buzzy Swauger with the Men’s Christian League and they are willing to work together to allow both teams to use the field when necessary.  Councilman Shapiro moved to allow this to happen.  Councilman Jones seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The two teams will be expected to work out schedule conflicts between themselves and not involve the town.
· GCM Meeting:  The next two meetings of GCM will be held on 2/11/09 at 7PM and 3/4/09 at 7PM.
· President’s Day:  The office will be closed on Monday, February 16, 2009.
· Work Session:  A work session for the water and sewer budgets will be held on Monday, February 23, 2009 beginning at 6:00PM.
· Daylight Savings Time:  Begins Sunday, March 8, 2009.
· Next Regular Meeting:  Will be held on Monday, March 16, 2009 beginning at 7:00PM.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00PM.

______________________________       ____________________________________

Clerk/Treasurer Robin L. Jones                 Mayor/President Paul C. Edwards

