MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

DECEMBER 15, 2008

Call to Order:  The regular meeting of the Mayor and Town Council was held at the Grantsville Town Hall in Grantsville, MD on Monday, December 15, 2008.  The Meeting was convened at 7:00PM, with Mayor Paul C. Edwards presiding, and Robin L. Jones Clerk/Treasurer.

Members in Attendance:  Councilman Gillum, Councilman Jones, Councilman Diehl, Councilman Wilburn, Councilman Shapiro, Clerk/Treasurer Robin Jones, Administrator Joe McRobie, and Mayor Edwards.
Minute Approval:  The minutes from the November 17, 2008 meeting were approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Shapiro moved to accept the November 2008 financial report.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.

Officer’s Reports:

     Clerk:  Miller – Zook Water Line:  The town employees have been assisting Darren Kamp with the installation of the water line.  The town has also purchased miscellaneous parts for the project.   Council agreed that because the 12” line was not located in the original area more investigating will need to be completed.  Mr. Kamp has proposed a figure of approximately $2500.00 to complete additional work.  Council suggested that the additional work should be an “in kind” exchange with the manpower and materials the town has already provided to the project.  Councilman Gillum would like to see this project completed as soon as possible and not postponed until spring.  Councilman Shapiro stated that the town can purchase the materials needed for the additional work.  The Mayor will instruct the administrator to contact Kevin Miller and fill him in on all details of the line location and installation.
Board Reports:

     Councilman Gillum:  Stormwater Drains:  The administrator will instruct the town employees to check the grates behind town hall and at Maranatha Church to make sure they are not plugged.  Shade Hollow Water Line Replacement:  At the last meeting Councilman Wilburn suggested devising a plan to replace the older water line from Shade Hollow to the tank.  Councilman Gillum requested more information.  Councilman Wilburn stated that the original line is between 50 and 60 years old and replacement should be considered before the line begins to spring leaks at different places.  He feels a plan should be in place just in case President-Elect Obama grants the infrastructure monies that he has spoken about during his campaign.

     Councilman Diehl:  Dump Truck:  The dump truck was back at Diehl’s Ford for some wiring issues.  Councilman Jones stated that he hopes these repairs are at no charge since the problem was not fixed the first time the truck was in the shop.  Councilman Diehl stated that there is a junction box located near the salt spreader that catches a lot of excess salt and has rusted and corroded.  He is trying to devise a plan to help shield this box from further damage.  Wastewater Electric Bill:  A new electric bill was received today and the administrator will provide a flow chart to the council members to see if the installation of the KVAR units has decreased the amount of the invoice.

     Councilman Wilburn:  Town Vehicles:  He would like to stress again that all town vehicles must be washed before they are parked in the garages for the evening.

     Councilman Shapiro:  PACE Reception:  Councilman Shapiro would like to make sure that the town’s presentation at the PACE Reception this year is one that makes funders take notice.  He would like to see presentation boards, and preliminary plan of exactly where the water line will be installed to Goodwill Mennonite Home and on Rt. 40 to the River Road, and also a very close dollar estimate for the project.  He feels the more impressed the funding sources are the more likely the project will be funded.  The Mayor will be attending the reception this year if his calendar is open.  If he cannot attend Councilman Shapiro will go in his place.  The reception is January 28 and 29, 2009.
     Old Business:

· Natural Gas Drilling:  Councilman Wilburn provided information that the fire department has been contacted about including their property in natural gas drilling.  Councilman Gillum added that one of his chiropractic patients recently told him the prices being quoted to individuals differ tremendously and to be careful before signing any papers.
     New Business:

· Tax Differential:  Council chose to not request a tax differential this year from the County Commissioners.
· Office Closures:  December 25 and 26, 2008.  Also closed January 1 and January 2, 2009.  Closed on January 19, 2009 for Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday.
· Meeting Schedule:  The next regular meeting will be held on January 12, 2009 beginning at 7:00PM.  The County Commissioners will be asked to attend this meeting.  A work session to discuss the general fund budget will be held on January 26, 2009 beginning at 6:00PM.  February 9, 2009, 7:00PM will be a regular meeting and February 23, 2009, 6:00PM will be a work session for either water operating or sewer operating.
· Pump and Motor at the Water Plant:  The motor at the water tank recently burned up.  Allegheny Motor and Pump Service in Cumberland has given a quote to replace the pump of $2,813.00 and the motor of $2,120.00 plus freight for both.  This is for the required 25 horse power pump.  Wayne’s Water and Wells was also contacted and a price had not been obtained as of this date.  Allegheny Motor and Pump recommends purchasing both at the same time so that they are the same age when installed.  The current set is approximately 6 years old.  The Mayor instructed Councilman Wilburn to visit town hall Tuesday AM and speak to Bill and Gary to get all the details and resolve the issue of what needs to be ordered.
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:17PM.

____________________________        __________________________________

Clerk/Treasurer Robin L. Jones
     Mayor/President Paul C. Edwards

