MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

OCTOBER 6, 2008

Call to Order:  The regular meeting of the Mayor and Town Council at the Town of Grantsville was held at the Grantsville Town Hall in Grantsville, MD on Monday, October 6, 2008.  The meeting convened at 7:00PM, with Mayor Paul C. Edwards presiding, and Robin L. Jones Clerk/Treasurer.

Members in Attendance:  Councilman Gillum, Councilman Jones, Councilman Diehl, Councilman Wilburn, Councilman Shapiro, Clerk/Treasurer Robin Jones, and Mayor Edwards.

Guests:  Dan Hauger – Code Enforcement Officer and Deputy Aaron Wilson – Garrett County Sheriff’s Department.

Minute Approval:  The minutes from the September 15, 2008 meeting were approved as written.

Officer’s Reports:

     Mayor:  Bay Restoration Fee:  A letter from the Garrett County Commissioners was read by the Mayor stating that Accident and Grantsville are the only two municipalities in Garrett County that do not provide their residents with a financial hardship exemption from paying the Bay Restoration Fee.  The clerk provided information that no one has ever claimed it is a financial hardship.  Consensus of the council is that this is a non-issue at this time.
     Clerk:  Park Light:  The town employees recently repaired a light at the Grantsville Community Park and also one at the wastewater treatment plant.  Fixing the park light internally saved the town approximately $150.00.  Mike Downton:  The Downton’s recently experienced another sewage backup in their line.  Bill Hetrick and Gary Broadwater spent an hour and $46.00 on equipment to clear the blockage.  The Clerk will invoice the Downton’s for ½ of the total bill to fix the issue.  She will also draft a letter to them stating that the town will no longer be available to assist in repairing any issues that arise on their property.  Bill Hetrick’s Health Insurance:  Bill’s two sons have recently acquired their own health insurance allowing for them to be removed from his policy.  This will save the town approximately $3,954.00 per year in premiums and deductibles.  Danny Keller:  The administrator has spoken with Danny Keller about fixing an electrical problem that exists in the park.  The restroom lights stay on 24 hours per day with no way of turning them off.  Mr. Keller can re-wire the location for an estimated cost of $400.00.  Consensus of council was to allow him to proceed with the repairs.  Billy Bender Chevrolet:  Bob Green dropped off an estimated new cost for a dump truck to be used when requesting grant funds from USDA in the form of a Community Facilities Grant.  The price range is between $50,000.00 and $57,000.00.  Council requested that this quote be for a ton and a half truck and not a one ton.  Daylight Savings Time:  Beginning in November 2008 the Mayor and Council will return to one meeting per month being held on the third Monday of the month, unless an emergency meeting needs to be called.  Miller-Zook Water Line:  The administrator obtained quotes for installing the water line from 4 local contractors.  Governor’s Crime Prevention Summit:  The clerk was given permission to attend this summit on Saturday, November 8, 2008 in Sykesville, MD.  She will attend with several others from the Garrett County Health Department.  Council approved Friday, November 7 as a day off to compensate for working Saturday.  The clerk will request approximately $8,000.00 to help with the purchase and installation of decorative lights around the walking track and possibly 1 or 2 bike racks.  $150,000.00 in grant money is to be awarded at the summit.  If participants are low the dollar figure may be increased to include surveillance equipment.
     Board Reports:

     Councilman Gillum – Hershberger Lane Extension:  The Mayor reported that no new information was available in the absence of the administrator at this evening’s meeting.  Wastewater Plant:  An article in the local newspaper stated that the town of Friendsville recently obtained a grant to rebuild certain areas of their wastewater treatment plant.  The town should keep this information on hand for the next time any major refurbishing is necessary to our plants.

     Councilman Jones:  Park Committee Meeting:  Town employees are against the purchase of bike racks stating that they will never be used.  They do not feel it is necessary to install decorative light posts around the walking track.  There are other things that need to be done such as painting the out buildings and dug out, and also to fix some of the wiring in the park.  Some committee members would be happy with 4X4 wooden posts with dusk to dawn lights mounted on them.  Committee members also suggested 2 new drinking fountains mounted one to each bathroom facility.  The purchase of 3 or 4 small sets of bleachers was also discussed.  Councilman Shapiro stated that the Maddwags football team was more than welcome to move the little league bleachers to their area during football functions.  Everyone at the meeting was in favor of relocating the walking track to include the stormwater pond.

     Councilman Diehl:  Deb Bittner:  The clerk provided that Ms. Bittner is not drilling a well in her front yard.  It is a well for a geo thermal heating system.  Dump Truck Repair Quotes:  Mayor Edwards instructed Councilman Wilburn to speak with Mark Miller to see if he will be supplying a quote to repair the dump truck and Councilman Gillum volunteered to speak to Don Rodeheaver about the same.  They will both report to the clerk Tuesday morning and if no other quotes are provided, Diehl’s Ford will proceed with ordering the parts to complete the necessary repairs.

     Councilman Wilburn:  Miller-Zook Water Line:  Test holes were drilled by Bill Hetrick and Gary Broadwater to see if any large amounts of rock were encountered.  The number of holes seemed to be lower that originally requested by council and no rock formations were found.  Councilman Wilburn also inquired as to why quotes were obtained from local contractors.  The Mayor stated that they were requested to see how much contractors would charge to install the line if the town employees were not able to do it themselves.  Council is concerned that this small project is getting more and more expensive as the days progress.  Councilman Shapiro feels that the town may be able to come to an agreement with Kevin Miller in regards to assistance with financial responsibilities.  Goodwill Water Line:  Councilman Diehl inquired as to imposing an Ad Valorem tax on Goodwill to assist in paying for this water line installation.  Councilman Shapiro has ran the numbers multiple times and feels confident that once the line is installed, the water fees coming in will more than pay for the installation.  There will not be an Ad Valorem tax imposed.
     Councilman Shapiro:  Speed Limit:  The speed limit from Speicher’s carwash to the River Road was to be lowered once the annexation was completed.  This will need to be researched further.

     Old Business:

· Rental Ordinance:  The Mayor addressed a concern with the code enforcement officer that the State’s Attorney may be hesitant to prosecute instances that pertain to a rental ordinance.  Mr. Hauger was not aware that the State’s Attorney had any issues with this ordinance.  After the final ordinance is drafted he suggested letting the town’s attorney check over the final draft before adopting it.  Councilman Shapiro moved to have the clerk make copies of the most recent draft and mail them to all landlords that have 4 or more living space rental units.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.  A letter will be drafted stating that this is something the town is considering adopting and would like input from in town landlords.  They will be requested to reply by November 14, 2008.  If input is negative from the landlords, the ordinance may be retracted until a later date.  The town residents will also be notified of the existence of the ordinance in the next newsletter distributed.  Dan Hauger will check to see if he would have any jurisdiction at the Meadowview Apartments being they are a HUD or governmental entity.  Government regulations may supersede town regulations.
     New Business:

· Livability Code Violation Report:  Dan Hauger was called to inspect a property located at 117 Main Street, Grantsville, MD on October 2, 2008.  On May 31, 2008 this residence experienced a sewage back up that caused hundreds of dollars worth of damage to the tenant’s personal property.  The female resident Elena visited town hall crying requesting this issue be solved ASAP.  There is mold on the walls and she and her husband are not in the best of health at this time to be living in these conditions.  Upon further investigation and speaking to the manager Merv Brenneman, Mr. Hauger found that The Casselman, Inc. has done everything in their power to accommodate the tenant’s up to and including offering them alternate living quarters until the structure could be properly cleaned.  The tenant’s refused to move to the alternate housing unit.  With Council’s approval Mr. Hauger would like to consider this case unfounded and closed at this time.  Council agreed.  Mr. Hauger also expressed that he was not satisfied with the procedure in which this code violation was filed.  He was notified about the violation before a monthly GCM meeting and then during the meeting everyone in attendance was informed that Grantsville would no longer be in need of the code enforcement services due to budget constraints.  Mr. Hauger requested clarification from the Mayor and Town Council.  Councilman Diehl replied that when the budget is being discussed everything including the code enforcement participation is considered for ways to cut spending.  He felt that no vote was taken on this issue and no decision was made and therefore this information was incorrect and apologized to Mr. Hauger for the misunderstanding.
     Announcements:  PTO Fall Festival:  The Grantsville Elementary School will hold their annual fall festival event on 10/17/08 from 6-9PM.  Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the Mayor and Town Council will be held on Monday, October 20, 2008 beginning at 7:00PM.

     Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45PM.  The Mayor and Council then went into a closed session to discuss personnel issues.  The Clerk was excused for the remainder of the evening.

_______________________________        _________________________________

Clerk/Treasurer Robin L. Jones                    Mayor/Pres. Paul C. Edwards

