MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

OCTOBER 20, 2008

Call to Order:  The regular meeting of the Mayor and Town Council for the Town of Grantsville was held at the Grantsville Town Hall in Grantsville, MD on Monday, October 20, 2008.  The meeting convened at 7:00PM, with Vice President Gillum presiding, and Robin L. Jones Clerk/Treasurer.

Members in Attendance:  Councilman Gillum, Councilman Jones, Councilman Diehl, Councilman Wilburn, Councilman Shapiro, Administrator Joe McRobie, and Clerk/Treasurer Robin Jones.

Guests:  Deputy Meyers – Garrett County Sheriff’s Office.

Minutes Approval:  The minutes from the October 6, 2008 meeting were approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Jones moved to approve the September financial report.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.

Officer’s Reports:

     Clerk:  Cintas Contract:  The uniform contract has been renegotiated with a savings of $302.12 per year.  Employment Anniversary:  The Clerk’s 5 year anniversary is today.  Rental Ordinance:  Draft copies of the ordinance were mailed to all landlords that own a four or more living rental unit.  Reply date requested is November 14, 2008.  Christmas Holiday:  Council approved the Christmas Holiday as Thursday, December 25 and Friday, December 26, 2008.  New Year’s Holiday will be Thursday, January 1 and Friday, January 2, 2009.  Rt. 669 Water Line:  A check from Garrett County Community Action was received in the amount of $26,640.66 to pay for the water line installation.  Employee Appreciation Dinner:  There will not be a dinner this year.
     Administrator:  Small Town Symposium:  The Mayor suggested that this meeting be attended.  It will be held in Easton, MD and the cost is $75.00 plus the hotel room.  It is a two day seminar.  Councilman Shapiro moved to approve the administrator’s attendance.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.  Vehicle at Town Hall:  A resident from Casselridge Apartments asked for permission to park his car at the corner of town hall property until he can acquire license for it.  It will only be there for a few weeks.  Hershberger Lane Ext.:  This project is in the 45 day waiting period needing approval from the Federal Highway Commission.  Walking Tour:  Charlie Ross from the Chamber of Commerce is planning a walking tour from Stanton’s Mill to the Grantsville Community Museum this summer.  Electronic Speed Monitor:  Oakland recently purchased one of these devices.  State Highway will rent one to the town if we are interested.
Board Reports:

     Councilman Gillum:  Council Reports:  In the interest of saving time and money Councilman Gillum feels that the minutes, financial reports, and profit and loss statements should be hand delivered once again instead of emailed.  Emailing is time consuming and costs more in wages than the actual paper itself.  Dump Truck and Water Line Funding:  The administrator reported that he has been in recent contact with Kendra from USDA and she is actively working on acquiring funding for both projects.
     Councilman Jones:  Leaf Collection:  Several other municipalities have a leaf vacuum that collects the leaves from curb areas.  Grantsville could pay these towns to use their vehicle and manpower.  Council agrees that it is too cost prohibitive.
     Councilman Diehl:  Dump Truck Status:  All of the repair parts have been received at Diehl’s Ford.  The truck will go in the shop this Thursday and we should have it back by the first of next week.  The entire job will only take about 20 hours.  Smoke Testing:  Councilman Diehl would like to see a precedence set for correcting the issues that were discovered at the last smoke test session.  19 of the 26 problem areas were repaired originally.  The administrator will contact Maryland Rural Water and request that the tests be performed again to remedy all problems in a timely fashion.  Councilman Shapiro requested a cost estimate before the tests are approved.  Christ Lutheran Church:  To install a new meter at the church will require a major plumbing job.  Someone will call a reading in to town hall on the 23rd of every month.  Water Meter:  Councilman Diehl’s wires to his meter have been fixed and the problem still remains.  He thinks that a new top or head part is necessary.
     Councilman Wilburn:  Speed Limit:  The administrator reported that KC Keith from MD State Highway was here on Friday and his part is complete for changing the speed limit at the newly annexed area.  He is waiting on officials from Baltimore, MD.

     Councilman Shapiro:  Yoder’s Inc.:  He feels that the town is losing tax dollars by allowing this property to sit vacant.  The town should check into who owns the property and take steps to have it repaired.  It is in town limits, is located directly across from the new fire hall, and is an eye sore and a danger to residents.  Councilman Gillum agreed that possibly the structure needs demolished and something useful built there.
Deputy Meyers:  Reported that the Sheriff’s Department is actively pursuing the four- wheeler and dirt bike that have been running the streets of town for the last several weeks.  They will concentrate on catching, citing, and possibly arresting the offenders.  

     New Business:
· Daylight Savings Time:  Daylight Savings Time ends on 11/2/08.

· Veteran’s Day Holiday:  The office will be closed on Tuesday, November 11, 2008.

· Miller-Zook Water Line:  Kevin Miller has proposed to install the water line from Dr. David Rawe’s property to his property.  In return for this he would like a special property tax break until he recoups the money spent for the installation.  Councilman Shapiro moved to allow a four year tax break provided that Mr. Miller purchases the materials and installs a 4” water line to the town’s specifications.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion carried.  The administrator will also acquire a letter from Mr. Miller stating that the new line will be turned over to the town as soon as installation is complete.  The administrator will also inspect the installation on a regular basis.  A summary will be written with pictures in place of an easement from Dr. Rawe.  This way a land survey will not be necessary.
     Announcements:  Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Monday, November 17, 2008 beginning at 7:00PM.

     Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:09PM.

______________________________          ___________________________________

Clerk/Treasurer Robin L. Jones
           Mayor/Pres. Paul C. Edwards

