MINUTES FROM TOWN MEETING

JANUARY 16, 2007

Guests:  Commissioner Fred Holliday, Commissioner Ernie Gregg, Commissioner Denny Glotfelty, County Administrator Monty Pagenhardt, Deputy Dan Duggan – Garrett County Sheriff’s Department.
Council in Attendance:  Ronald Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards.

Staff in Attendance:  Administrator Joe McRobie, Clerk/Treas. Robin Jones.

Garrett County Commissioners:  Commissioner Gregg opened the meeting with a discussion regarding whether or not the town was going to request a tax differential this year.  The Mayor responded that the town will once again not ask for a tax differential but would like to continue with the assistance that the County gives us with Grant Street, Dorsey Hotel Road, and Industrial Park Drive.  

· The Mayor added that the town annexation is moving along as planned with a large percentage of property values and registered voters voting in favor of annexation. 

· We are also providing curb side pick up for newspaper and aluminum can recycling.  The possibility of cardboard recycling is also something to consider for the future.  

· Councilman Gillum questioned if Industrial Park Rd. is scheduled to be paved this year.  Monty Pagenhardt provided information that Economic Development will resurface when Closetmaid has completed construction.  The paving will be done according to the County specifications. 
· Councilman Diehl would like to see better communication between the town and the county.  The Commissioners agreed with the understanding that sometimes things do get overlooked.
· The Administrator questioned the possibility of the County’s involvement in constructing sidewalks on the East side of Grant Street to the elementary school.  Commissioner Gregg stated that this could be a definite possibility after the new addition has been constructed to the school.  Commissioner Holliday added that this could be proposed at the PACE Reception next week.
· Animal Control issues were also discussed.  Administrator Pagenhardt stated that a statewide decision should be forthcoming and any further decisions to involve code enforcement should be postponed until the State of Maryland provides their decisions.

· Administrator McRobie thanked the Commissioners for their involvement in the approval of the Grantsville Fire Department’s permits for their new fire hall.

The Minutes from the meeting of December 18 were approved as written.

The Minutes from the Zoning Public Hearing held on November 20, 2006 were approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Jones moved to accept the financial report.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.

Verizon Lot:  The Administrator would like permission to pay Verizon the amount of $12,022.00 for the purchase of property.  John Braskey – Western Regional Administrator for POS feels that The Board of Public Works will accept the application the town submitted with no problem.  We are planning to purchase the lot even if the grant monies are not approved.  Councilman Jones moved to go ahead with the acquisition.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.

$75,000.00 Note:  The note that was acquired one year ago to purchase the property located at 171 Main Street is now due.  The total due including interest is $78,176.25.  Roberta Adams from USDA provided information that at this time the budget has not been approved so no money is currently available.  Councilman Shapiro moved to pay the interest of $3,176.25 at the due date and contact M&T Bank to see if the note can be extended for another year.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.  The Mayor suggested that the town try to incorporate the interest payment into our portion of the grant when it becomes available.
Deputy Duggan:  The Deputy sat in on this evenings meeting to see how the forming of a satellite office in the council chambers has affected the town.  Consensus of Council is that the Sheriff’s Office presence is definitely noticed by residents.  They are very pleased with the effect this change has had on the town.  Deputy Aaron Wilson has focused a lot of attention on the thefts that have occurred recently in town and hopes to narrow down a suspect or suspects soon.  Deputy Duggan asked if the sheriff’s office could install a fax machine in the office for their use.  Consensus of Council is to allow the machine’s installation.

Planning Commission Meeting Update:  The Commission met on 1-08-07 to discuss the proposed annexation area and which areas would be zoned Town Center.  The Commission chose to zone the land surrounding Goodwill Mennonite Home and Ken Yoder’s fields as Town Center.

Next Planning Commission Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on 1-22-07 beginning at 6:30PM at Town Hall.  The topic of discussion for this meeting will be zoning for Robert Speicher property located at the corner of Miller Street and Pennsylvania Avenue.  The property purchased by Dr. Kenneth Mankamyer at the entrance of Parkside Estates – Phase II zoning will also be discussed.

GCM, Inc. Update:  This meeting was held on 1-03-07 with Administrator McRobie attending.  Some of the topics discussed were the putting together of a Comprehensive Plan for all the municipalities, Annexation issues, and Grantsville allowing the Town of Kitzmiller to use the left over Streetscape money for this year.

MML:  MML will be hosted by the City of Cumberland on 1-17-07 beginning at 6PM.  Administrator McRobie and Councilman Gillum will be attending.

PACE Reception:  The Administrator will be attending the PACE Reception on Thursday, January 25 and Friday, January 26.

Next Meeting:  The next Council Meeting will be held on Monday, February 5, 2007 at 7PM.

Administrator Report:

· Industrial Park:  Jim Hinebaugh, Meg Ellis, The County Commissioners, and The Administrator have drawn up a procedure to be followed when flushing fire hydrants and opening hydrants in case of fire protection for everyone to follow where Industrial Park is concerned.  Hobby House Press and Merkle have in the past experienced water hammers in their fire protection systems that have presented numerous problems for them.  The above listed people feel that by following the outline, these water hammers could be avoided in the future.  The Administrator will be meeting with Gary Ruddell from Hobby House Press and other managers from Industrial Park businesses to discuss the procedure with them.
· Surveillance Cameras:  Something to consider for the near future would be the purchase and installation of cameras to try and deter vandalism in the park of possibly even identify the vandals.
Council Reports:
· Lutheran Church:  Councilman Diehl will ask the church board to allow the Town to have a key to the church to read the water meter on a monthly basis due to the fact that the existing meter is going to be hard to replace because of it’s location.
· Fishing Rodeo:  Councilman Diehl questioned when the fishing rodeo will be held.  Councilman Jones would like to see the Grantsville Involvement Group become involved with this project.  The Administrator will check with MD DNR to get a prospective date for the event.  The Mayor agreed to GIG being involved where they can.

· Western Maryland Truck Show:  The Mayor reported that he had met with Jim McFarland just before Christmas and he is very optimistic that the truck raffle will be a success and there is also the possibility of a big name country entertainer performing.

Mayor Reports:

· Water and Sewer Hook Ups:  The Mayor would like a legal opinion on whether the newly annexed area would be required to hook onto public water and sewer when the annexation process is complete.  Garrett County doesn’t have any regulations.  MML does not have any regulations.  The town may be able to adopt an ordinance stating that we strongly suggest they be hooked on to both.  This issue will be discussed at the February 5 meeting.
· GIG:  Grantsville Involvement Group sent a thank you note for the $200.00 donation given by the town.
· Trooper LeMay:  The Mayor will be meeting sometime next month to discuss a second Operation Care Bear Seminar.  Trooper LeMay would like to hold this one sometime around Grantsville Days.  He has written a letter to the Pittsburgh Steelers in hopes of someone attending this function.
· Mr. David Bicker:  The Mayor and Council have already granted one extension to Mr. Bicker to have the unlicensed vehicles removed from his property and also the debris removed.  The Town has also volunteered to assist with the clean up in any way they could.  And some had even volunteered to assist on their own time to no avail.  Council feels that Dan Hauger – Code Enforcement Officer should proceed with the fines as scheduled because all other avenues have been exhausted.  The Clerk will have the Sheriff’s Department run the tags on the pick up to see if they are the correct plates for the truck.
· Community Action:  The Mayor met with Community Action last Thursday to discuss the property across from Yoder’s Inc.  The Mayor stressed to Duane Yoder that the town was definitely not in favor of anymore income based housing developments.  Mr. Yoder is currently interested in constructing a 3 story building for the elderly that are on a fixed income, 65 years or older.  The building would house an elevator.  Mr. Eli Yoder is also still interested in constructing an assisted living center on the piece of property he owns.  The remainder of the property owned by Community Action would be for the construction of individual homes that would be pre-fab homes offered as moderate income housing.  The Mayor looked over the specs for the three styles that would be offered and they seem to be very nice looking homes.
· Outreach Center:  Community Action has a possible renter for the area that Garrett College occupied.  They are an architectural firm from Frostburg.
Councilman Gillum would like to request that sometime in the summer months the agenda include a tour of the water and wastewater plants for The Mayor and Council.

Meeting adjourned 8:55PM.

