MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

SEPTEMBER 5, 2006

Council in Attendance:  Allen Shapiro, Ronald Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, and Mayor Paul Edwards

.
Staff in Attendance:  Administrator – Joe McRobie, Clerk/Treas. – Robin Jones
Guests:  Jay Moyer – House of Delegates Candidate

Vice President of Council – Councilman Gillum chaired the beginning of this evening’s meeting until Mayor Edwards arrived.  Mayor Edwards chaired the meeting beginning at 8:30PM.
Jay Moyer:  Mr. Moyer stopped by to brief The Council on some of the points of interest of his campaign: 1) making things better for everyone, 2) creating jobs not depleting them, 3) education is very important – the need for a vo-tech center in Garrett County, 4) problems with utility companies – rates up services down.

Summer’s Proposal:  Thomas & Thomas Construction submitted a proposal to build 7 townhouses on the vacant Summers Lot.  These structures would face Beachy’s Pharmacy and would be staggered to provide more space for each unit.  They would include three bedrooms, a small deck area on the back, and a garage around the back entrance.  At this time he will use them as rental units and will not sell them.  Rental housing is a needed attraction for the town but consensus of council is not to allow them to become low income housing.  The Administrator will have Mr. Thomas attend the meeting on September 18 to provide more information and answer any questions that the town may have.

Fire Department Water Line:  The Grantsville Volunteer Fire Department needs a 12” water line extended from Miller Street to their property farther North on Rt. 669.  The Administrator checked with a local pipe supplier and got an estimated cost of $19.40 to $24.40 per foot.  This project will necessitate approximately 1230’ of piping and this adds up to around $24,000.00.  The fire department would assist in the digging of the ditch for the pipe to be installed.  The Administrator would like for council to approve a preliminary engineering study and an environmental study before proceeding.  The funding source for installing the line would require these studies.  Councilman Shapiro moved to allow the studies to be completed.  Councilman Jones seconded contingent on that this location is where the fire department will definitely build.  Motion carried. The Mayor spoke to Dave Stein who is not only a fire department member but a local contractor and he is more than willing to man the backhoe to dig the ditch to install the water line out Rt. 669.  There is a possibility that the line could be laid by the Town employees (Bill & Keith) with the help of 3 or 4 other people.  This could possibly be cheaper for the town to purchase the pipe than to pay the 20% town share that a grant would require.  Councilman Wilburn would like for the town to check with State Roads and the County before proceeding to make sure everything is in line.  All studies have been put on hold until further information is made available.

Annexation:  The Administrator would like permission from the council to mail out letters to collect information on property owner’s interested in being annexed.  To install a water line from Dorsey Hotel Rd. to Goodwill Mennonite home would cost approximately $650,000.00.  The worst case scenario of revenue would be Goodwill water rents $23,000.00 per year and property taxes Goodwill Retirement Village  $6,418.00 per year. With the prospect of acquiring a loan at a 1% interest rate for 40 years with no penalty for early payoff this would put the town to the positive of $9,700.00 per year with no new connected properties.  The Goodwill Home itself is tax exempt.  Councilman Wilburn feels that the Goodwill Home should no longer be considered tax exempt for town taxes.  Councilman Shapiro is sure that if the town is given the existing $300,000.00 sewer line by Goodwill and then we turn around and charge town property taxes, the deal will be over.  Some other concerns are to make sure the town is specific in what things we can offer such as street lights, snow plowing, and fire hydrants, etc.  This way everything would be spelled out before hand.  Councilman Jones expressed concern that if we charge the Goodwill Home property taxes then we should also charge the Fire Department since they are building income receiving apartments above the new fire hall.  The Administrator would like to send out a trial letter at this time to assure that annexation is a possibility because without annexing the area does not carry a Priority Funding Area designation and therefore cannot receive federal funding or low percentage interest rates on loans which makes the water line installation impossible. When The Mayor arrived he stressed more plus points to proceeding with annexation such as:  Agricultural properties could be developed allowing for property taxes coming in and the Town can control the growth of these areas where now property owners are free to do whatever they want with their land.  If the town does not annex the discussed areas then we have no say in anything concerning these properties.  County Economic Development can supply us with approximately $25,000.00.  The Mayor recommends we proceed with Dorsey Hotel Rd. to the Goodwill Mennonite Home including Don and Mary Opel.  He also recommends we proceed with Rt. 40 to River Rd. including Wayne and Felicia Schrock.  Councilman Wilburn moved to mail the preliminary letters.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.

Maddwags Football:  The Administrator gave the council information that the Maddawgs began to use the park for their practices this week and will continue to use it for the remainder of this year’s season.  The Mayor added additional information that   the teams will practice at Northern High School until space is no longer available and then move to Grantsville Park.  They will require the use of a concession stand and possibly a pavilion.  There would be around 5 games played per season and the volunteers will take care of drawing the lines, trash detail, etc.  There is also a possibility of holding the league’s weigh in here which would bring spectators from all over and allow for 3 scrimmage games here that day also.  Frostburg State University has donated a used score board to them and they will install it for all events.  The Mayor suggested that the organization be charged an annual fee to cover lights, park maintenance wages, etc.  

C&P Telephone Lot:  The Mayor spoke to Jeff Salino from Verizon and they are more than willing to work with the town to sell their empty lot that borders their building on Ravine Street.  An unofficial price quoted was somewhere around $12,000.00 for an 8,000 sq. ft. lot.  Program Open Space will require 2 appraisals before proceeding.  Robert Speicher’s lot borders the Verizon Lot and he is currently interested in selling the lot for $90,000.00.  However, the Administrator checked with a surveyor on this property’s deed and found that the town owns 2 sections of right of way that drastically decrease the size of Mr. Speicher’s lot.
GGBA Update:  The Town of Grantsville is featured in an advertisement in this month’s issue of Lake Front Magazine.  The storm water fountains have been installed and the Administrator will speak to GGBA about area businesses donating benches to be placed around the pond so people can sit and watch the fountains and the ducks.

GCM, Inc.:  The next GCM Meeting will be held on 9-6-06 and the main topic of discussion will be garbage collection.

Western Maryland Truck Show:  This event is held the third weekend in August.  The Mayor met with Jim McFarland regarding bringing the truck show back to Grantsville.  For the last few years the event has been held at the Cumberland Fair Grounds and this year the fee to use this area is $4,000.00.  If allowed to come back to Grantsville they would close Miller Street from Hershberger Lane to Pennsylvania Ave. and all of the big trucks would stay on pavement.  They would allow food booths from local organizations to set up on the basketball court and in grassy areas surrounding.  They would also use the stage area, pavilions, and the Neva Georg field.  If the town purchases the Verizon Lot and has it paved by then this area could also be used.  They would like to park light trucks on the Little League Field.  There will be an understanding that if any damage is done to any part of the park during this event they will not be invited back the following year.  They will begin bringing trucks in on Thursday and will depart with a truck convoy beginning on Sunday around 3PM.  The Mayor will check with Mr. McFarland and see if they will take care of acquiring a dumpster for the event and will also request a $1,000.00 fee for the use of the park, restrooms, pavilions, etc.  Councilman Jones moved to allow the event.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.
Use of Field Fees:  At this time the Little League Assoc. uses the field for free but this would also have to be changed.  Also, the Men’s Christian Association only contributes $300.00 for light usage on the baseball field and this should also be raised.  Councilman Jones moved to charge The Little League Assoc. $100.00, the Northern Maddawgs $500.00, and the Men’s Christian Association $1,000.00.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.

Town Wide Yard Sale:  The yard sale and Lions Club chicken BBQ will be held on Saturday, September 9, 2006.

Next Council Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Monday, September 18, 2006 beginning at 7PM.

Clerk’s Report: 
· Yoder’s, Inc.:  The sewer billing for Yoder’s was mailed back to us with a written statement that the facility is no longer open and has been sold.  To the town’s knowledge the facility has not went through the final sale.  Councilman Shapiro moved to waive the billing and remove the meter.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion granted.

· Hershberger Lane Extension:  The Clerk has received several requests from town residents to make the lane beside the former Gary Yoder property one way so as to avoid an accident.  The Mayor stated that since this is actually not formally a town street we cannot designate such a thing.

· Payday:  The employees would like to receive their paychecks weekly instead of every two weeks.  Consensus of the Council was to leave things the way they currently are as it would make more work for the Clerk and Assistant Clerk.

· Danny Gaumer:  Mr. Gaumer is concerned that during school functions cars park everywhere around the elementary school area.  He is concerned that if his home were to catch on fire there would be no way for the fire department to get close to his home during one of these functions.  The Mayor will speak to the school regarding instilling some kind of orderly parking arrangement for school functions.

· POS Funds:  The town received a reimbursement check from POS for the new playground in the amount of $33,837.00.

Administrator’s Report: 
· Bid Openings set for Next Meeting:  The Administrator will not be able to attend the next meeting when the bids will be opened.  He would like to recommend that instead of awarding the bids completely that evening that it is stated that the low bidder will receive the bid contingent upon a final review of the details of the bid.

· Lot #11:  This lot consists of 10,250 sq. ft., we will not be selling the easements on this property, therefore there will need to be a separation between the Ruth Enlow Library and the building constructed on Lot #11.  It is doubtful that the Library will be interested in this property in light of this information.

Mayor’s Report:

· Electric Pole Dorsey Hotel Rd.:  The Town has removed the Christmas Decoration brackets from this pole which is going to be replaced with a new one.  The Administrator will check with Adelphia and Verizon to see if they have removed their lines also.
· Grantsville Involvement Group:  This group is approximately 2 years old and was established by the Garrett County Health Department.  Sharon Menges is in charge of all activities held by the organization.  Mayor Edwards attended one of their recent meetings and was impressed with the ideas they have.  One problem is that they are drastically under-funded and he would like to see the town offer some assistance in the form of a donation.  He would like to see a donation made this year and then this be a budget line item for years to follow.  Councilman Shapiro moved to donate $200.00 yearly to the group.  Councilman Jones seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
· Former G&P Gulf Site:  The Mayor has spoken to Greg Lawson and Roger Resh in regards to the status of a new structure to be built on this lot.  They are currently in the process of hiring someone to level the house that sits directly beside the empty lot and there is a possibility they can use the remainder of the fill dirt left from the stormwater pond construction to level the area off after demolition.
Council Reports:

· Councilman Diehl:  Summer’s Lot Sign:  Councilman Diehl expressed concern that the advertisement sign located on the Summers Property still contains a contact phone number for Thomas & Thomas Construction.  The Administrator will check with Tim Thomas to see if that number can be replaced with the Town Hall phone number and we can use their sign until further notice.
· Councilman Wilburn:  Meadowview Apartments:  The Administrator for the apartment complex has been doing things that the rest of the residents feel is not right.  She has had several other extended family members living there from time to time and being that this is an income based housing project, this creates a problem.  The Mayor requested the name and phone number for her supervisor and he will contact them with these concerns.
· Outdoor Furnaces:  Several residents have expressed a concern about the legality of outdoor furnaces in town limits.  The Mayor instructed the Administrator to check into MD state regulations and at a future meeting we will devise an ordinance that falls in line with state laws.
Meeting adjourned 10:20PM.
