MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 18, 2006

Council in Attendance:  Ron Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Clerk/Treasurer Robin Jones

Guests:  Jim & Tim Thomas – Summers Proposal; Dr. Kenneth Mankamyer – Lot #11 Bids; Randy & Jenny Durst, Mary C. McKenzie, Allen & Sue VanSickle, Glenn & Michelle Broadwater, Michael & Bernadine Frederick, Daniel & Darlene Tice – Annexation

Annexation:  Mayor Edwards began this evenings meeting by addressing some potential concerns that were raised by a letter mailed out to possible annexation property owners.  Several of the property owners had come to town hall after receiving a letter questioning as to whether they would be interested in annexing into the town limits of Grantsville.  They were instructed to sign the letter and return it to town hall by September 29, 2006.  First of all this evenings meeting was not to be considered a public hearing, Thursday, October 5, 2006 beginning at 7:00PM the Mayor and Council will hold a public hearing, location to be decided upon sometime Tuesday, September 19.  At this hearing all concerns and questions will be addressed in a public forum.  Mayor Edwards once again insured everyone in attendance that the law requires at least 25% of property owners and property values must agree to annex before we could proceed, but the town is interested in proceeding with annexation only if the percentage is much higher. He instructed everyone in attendance to discard the letter they had received and to attend the public hearing that will address all questions.  The original letter should not have been mailed, after the hearing another letter will be mailed that will include a place to express a non-interest.  This letter will probably be due back at town hall sometime close to the end of October.  The public sewer facilities will remain under County control.  The $1,000.00 sewer tap and water tap fees will be waived for existing structures.  Any new structures will be required to pay the tap fees.  He also assured all attendees that Grantsville’s water supply is currently the best in all of Western Maryland.  State regulations require all residents in town limits to be connected to a public water supply if available and if a structure is within 400 yards of a public sewer line they must also be connected to it.  Town residents receive garbage pick up on Friday mornings for $6.00 per month.  The town would provide street lights, fire hydrants, recycling, yard waste disposal, large appliance and bulk trash pick up with the purchase of bulk item stickers, and street maintenance.  Subdivision rules differ from the county in that the county requires 3 acres of property to subdivide when the town requires 10,000 square feet to per building lot.  The town also provides code enforcement for all ordinances that have been adopted by the Mayor and Council.  Voting in Municipal Elections also becomes possible as well as running for town offices such as Mayor and Town Council Members.  Some questions that attendees presented are as follows: 1) Will the garbage be picked up in front of residents homes located back the road that leads to Allen VanSickle’s home or would it need to be brought out to Rt. 40, 2) Would the existing wells need to be capped off or could they be used for outside watering purposes, 3) would the speed limits be changed in these areas to town speed limits, 4) would they be able to keep existing mailboxes or would they need to acquire a post office box at the post office.  The Mayor assured each person that he would have the answers to these and other questions at the hearing of October 5.  Some of the advantages to the town are as follows: 1) more incoming tax money from state highway, 2) more users of water means lower rates for all residents, 3) allows the town to regulate growth and the coming of unwanted businesses, etc., 4) the area annexed becomes a Priority Funding Area which allows Grantsville to apply for more types of grants and federal monies for projects.
Summers Proposal:  Tim Thomas from Thomas and Thomas Construction appeared tonight at the request of the Mayor and Council.  The council had questions regarding a proposal that had been submitted at the last meeting for 6-7 townhouses.  Mr. Thomas stated that each building will have a combination brick/vinyl siding façade that will compliment each other nicely.  He currently is planning to construct 2 units at a time and continue as they sell.  He would like to sell the units and not carry a landlord status at this time.  He would like to know if some of the total $14,000.00 water and sewer tap fees could be waived.  Another question presented was, how the land the units were built on will be handled.  The Mayor explained that some kind of arrangement could be made with the tap fees closer to ground breaking if the proposal is accepted.  He also gave Mr. Thomas information that Mr. Thomas would lease the land for $1.00 per year for the five years until the town could at that time sell him the land for no more than $80,000.00.  The town would also cover the attorney fees and closing costs at that time.  The Mayor would like to know if Mr. Thomas would change the phone number of the existing sign to contain the number for town hall.  The Clerk will contact Cindy Stone from CDBG to see if Mr. Thomas can sell the units but not the property each one sits on.  She will also find out if Mr. Thomas can have his name on the deed of the land with the Town until the final sale goes through.  Mr. Thomas will make a decision on the possibility of selling the sign to the town if his proposal is rejected for some reason.
Minute Approval:  The minutes were approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Jones moved to accept the financial report.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.

Softball Lights Bid Opening:  Two bids were received for the removal and installation of the softball lights.  Total bids are as follows: Beitzel Corp. $333,357.00 and I&Y Construction $279,243.00.  Both bids include 3 alternate bid figures which include removal, receptacle installation, and lighting of tractor pull area.  The total amount of the grant received to complete this process is $125,000.00.  Councilman Shapiro moved to reject both bids.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion carried.

Lot #11 Bid Opening:  One bid was received for the purchase of lot #11.  This bid was submitted by Dr. Kenneth Mankamyer in the amount of $30,000.00.  Dr. Mankamyer’s bid acceptance is contingent upon the planning and zoning board approving a special exception to allow the land to be zoned commercial and not residential.  Councilman Shapiro moved to accept the bid upon approval of the zoning board.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.  The Clerk will contact Bill DeVore and proceed with the necessary steps to complete a special exception process.
PTO Fall Festival Donation:  Councilman Gillum moved to donate $100.00 to the Grantsville Elementary PTO for their annual Fall Festival.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.  This figure will be put in the budget as a line item for all following years.

GCC Grant Writing Course:  The Administrator and Clerk attended this two evening course on 9-6-06 and 9-13-06.  The Clerk reported that not much information was obtained on the first evening but was impressed with the second class.  In the second class much more detail was given and more information was useful.  All information is available in the town office should anyone want to see it.

CDBG Class Update:  The Clerk attended a CDBG Meeting on 9-6-06 in Cumberland, MD.  The purpose of attending this meeting was to insure that all files are completed properly following the federal government’s guidelines.  Wendall Keaton began this grant application and since he has moved to Virginia, the Clerk needed updated on the information.  All information on this application is also in the town office for anyone to see.

MML Meeting:  The next MML Meeting will be sponsored by Midland on Wednesday, September 20, 2006.  The Mayor will be attending and Councilman Shapiro will check his schedule and get with the Clerk Tuesday morning with an answer as to whether he will be attending.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held Monday, October 2, 2006 beginning at 7PM.
Clerk Report:

· MMCA:  The Clerk will be attending the MMCA Meeting in Hyattsville on 9-21-06.
· CDBG Monies:  At the meeting in Cumberland on 9-6-06 the Clerk was made aware that there are certain guidelines that must be followed when spending federal monies.  There are several policies that must be in place for the public to request at any time such as: excessive force policy, anti-displacement plan just to name a few.  The Clerk will contact Cindy Stone and request a list of all necessary policies.  If all records and policies are not in the correct order, the money awarded can actually be withdrawn.  The issue of whether or not a structure must be built to create jobs must be addressed also.  A housing unit may not be acceptable depending on the guidelines the money was awarded.
· Task Force:  The Task Force has decided to award the remaining $1,500.00 streetscape money to the town to purchase missing Christmas Wreath Brackets.
· Vandalism Reward:  Due to the recent rash to vandalism at the park, the clerk would like to know if the town would want to offer a reward in the newsletter for information leading to the arrest and prosecution of persons involved.  Consensus of the Council is that even if someone is pointed out, the case is liable to not even be prosecuted by the States Attorney.
· PPG Reimbursement:  The town received the final reimbursement for the tennis court light project in the amount of $17,604.23.
Council Reports:

· Summers Proposal:  Councilman Gillum inquired as to whether another proposal was submitted for the Summers Property.  Bob Watkins and family submitted a letter stating that they would like to see a two possibly three story structure there that would house a family restaurant, several businesses, 2 family owned businesses, and possibly apartments.  They would definitely make the façade attractive to the town.  Council requested a basic plan and a time frame for the next council meeting.  The Clerk will contact Toni O’Donnell and request this information.
· Town Curfew:  Councilman Jones inquired as to the time of the town curfew.  The Mayor informed him that we do not have one because it will not be prosecuted if enforced by the state police.
· Welcome to Grantsville Arch:  Councilman Diehl expressed concern that the new arch located on Rt. 495 cannot be read clearly.  It is black rod iron which blends in with the trees located behind it.  He would like to see the letters painted some other color that would stand out possibly gold to coincide with the town clock.  Dee Speicher could be contacted to get a quote for outlining the letters in gold.
· Maddawgs:  Councilman Diehl suggested that maybe a grant could be obtained from the NFL to assist the Northern Maddawgs.
Mayor Reports:

· Council Involvement:  The Mayor would like to request volunteers from the Council to participate in everyday functions that occur at the town hall.  He would like for each person interested to become involved in an area of interest to them to assist in information sharing.  Such topics are Maddawgs Football, Annexation, Water and Sewer Extensions, Etc.  This will assist town employees with their day to day duties.
· Public Hearing:  October 5th there will be a public hearing for annexation purposes.  The only necessary official that needs to attend is the Mayor but he would appreciate all council members attending.
· Western Maryland Truck Show:  Jim McFarland contacted Mayor Edwards and told him they will be returning this event to the Grantsville Community Park next August.
· Men’s Christian League:  Mayor Edwards spoke to Mike Swauger and the League will contribute $1,000.00 per season for the use of the softball lights.
· Streetscape:  The Mayor would like to continue with the rustic feel the town is trying to obtain through the town clock, arch, etc.  This can be furthered by adding pewter and cast iron stop signs and street signs.  He thinks that there is approximately $3,000.00 remaining in streetscape funding and each sign costs approximately $450.00 each.  He would like to see the signs at Rt. 40 and Rt. 669 replaced first and then the remainder could be considered as money becomes available.
· Maddawgs Football:  The Maddwags can contribute to the field construction process financially.  The figure discussed was around $6,000.00 at this time.
· GCM, Inc. Trash Removal:  At the last GCM Meeting the trash removal was discussed and the board believes that the grant that would be applied for would provide enough money to purchase one special receptacle needed per residence.  Almost all of the municipalities’ contracts expire July 1, 2007 so a decision will need to be reached before this date.
· Un-Metered Properties:  The Mayor would like to see more items discussed at meetings followed through to completion.  Several months ago the issue of un-metered buildings and also buildings not connected to the water and sewer where it is available were discussed.  Nothing was ever completed or followed up on.  The Clerk will type a rough draft of a letter and provide the Mayor with a listing of all these properties and we will proceed to fix these issues.
· Participation:  The Mayor once again stated that the town currently has a lot of projects on tap and anyone willing to pitch in would be greatly appreciated.  Such projects are Hershberger Lane Extension, Grant Paperwork, Storm water Pond Issues, Maddawgs Football, Truck Show, Trash Pick Up, Water Rates, and Annexation just to name a few.  Working together would make everyone’s job a little easier.
Meeting adjourned 10:20PM.

