MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

AUGUST 7, 2006

Council in Attendance:  Allen Shapiro, Ronald Gillum, Sean Jones, Jim Wilburn, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Administrator Joe McRobie, Clerk/Treas. Robin Jones

Guests:  Paul Ruddell, Greg Wilburn, and Dave Kettelle – Total Biz Fulfillment; Jack Caruthers and Rosie Cupler – Ruth Enlow Library; Caleb Walters – Boy Scouts of America

Vice President of Council – Councilman Gillum chaired the beginning of this evening’s meeting until Mayor Edwards arrived.

Total Biz Fulfillment:  Paul Ruddell attended this evening’s meeting to discuss the expansion of their business to the Southern Garrett Business & Technology Park in the coming months.  Originally Hobby House Press began in the Northern Garrett Industrial Park with a 24,500 square foot structure in 1994.  There were 10 original employees and 20 seasonal employees.  They currently have added 4 warehouse structures and perform such duties as customer relations, information management, inventory management, mass merchandising, and pick and pack shipping to stores such as Target and Wal-Mart.  The structure that will be constructed at the Southern Garrett Park will be 240,000 square feet that will employ 25 full time employees and 10 seasonal employees.  This expansion will not replace the Grantsville facility it will just enlarge it.  The goal is to employee 100 full time employees at the Southern Garrett location.
Dave Kettelle gave information that they have just installed a new fire and burglary security system and in the near future will also have a new monitoring service for the fire system in place.  They are expressing their concern with water hammers they have experienced in the past.  Hopefully, with the help of the Town and possibly the County an engineer could be hired to look at the fire flow system outside of Total Biz’s building.  This could bring a solution to the flow problems that cause the water hammers.  Beitzel Corp. is installing the fire system and the monitoring system is coming out of Baltimore, MD.
Councilman Wilburn questioned as to the status of the graph paper meter that was installed several years ago in one of the warehouses that was to monitor fluctuations on water pressures that would allow for the town to see what was happening around town to cause the water hammers.  This would include things like fire hydrants being opened and closed.  The meter would register the date, time of day, peaks and how high they were, etc.  Paul Ruddell believes that the meter is still installed in one of the warehouses but has not been used for several years to his knowledge.

Caleb Walters:  Caleb is attending the meeting to receive his Communication Badge for the Boy Scouts.  He was here observing.

Residential Property Bids:  Lot # 11 Parkside Estates Phase II bids were due to be opened at this evening’s meeting.  Only one bid was received from Ruth Enlow Library.  The bid was for $32,500.00.  Councilman Shapiro moved to accept the bid.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.  The Clerk expressed concern that there was a miss-communication with the dates the bid was to be opened and there was a possibility that another party that is interested would be submitting a bid to be opened at the next meeting to be held on August 21, 2006.  This issue will be addressed at such time.

Summer’s Property Proposals:  Two proposals were received for the Summers Lot.  Thomas and Thomas Construction would like to construct an apartment building on the lot.  Marlin Stanzyk would like to construct a fast food restaurant on the site.  Councilman Wilburn was under the impression that the grant that was awarded only allowed for a building that would create jobs to be constructed there.  The Administrator has spoken to Duane Yoder from Community Action and this is not the case.  Councilman Jones moved to postpone a decision until a proposal that appeals to everyone is presented.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.

Mayor Edwards has now taken over this evening’s meeting.  There was a brief recap of the events.
Circle H Sealing:  This is a pavement sealing company that has recently sealed the lot at Beachy’s Pharmacy.  They have quoted the Town $1,800.00 for our parking area.  This includes an anti skid material at entrances and ramps to deter slick areas when water covered.    Proposal dies for the lack of a motion.

Water Rates:  Council discussed the possibility of structuring the water rates to compare with the rates offered by the County.  0-300,000 gallons $4.25 per 1,000

                                                             300,000 – 500,000 gallons $3.25 per 1,000

                                                             500,000 – up $3.00 per 1,000
This rate proposal would make our area attractive to any business considering locating in Grantsville town limits.  Councilman Shapiro questioned as to whether a public hearing would be necessary to do so.  The answer is no when lowering rates.  Councilman Jones moved to change the rate structure.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.

A modification of tap fee structure was also discussed. 

                                                             Small Lines $1,000.00 for water taps

                                                             2” to 4” - $2,000.00 for water taps

                                                             6” - $5,000.00 for water taps

                                                             8” - $7,000.00 for water taps

                                                             Anything above 8” - $9,000.00 for water taps

Councilman Shapiro moved to accept the change in tap fees.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.

Fire Department Request:  The Grantsville Fire Department would like to request the Town’s assistance with obtaining Tax Exempt Financing.  In obtaining a grant to construct the equipment storage area of the building they need to acquire tax exempt status.  Assistance from the town would be satisfied in the form of a letter stating that the Grantsville Volunteer Fire Department is the sole provider of fire protection for the Town of Grantsville.  Gary Harriger will assist in preparing a letter to the proper authorities.  Council would like to use our town attorney; Trent Thomas if there is a fee involved for the letter since the charge would be lower.  Mayor Edwards will check into who would be responsible for payment of fees.  Councilman Gillum moved to give Mayor Edwards the power to facilitate this loan for the fire department.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.

GCM Update:  This meeting was held on 8-2-06.  One of the issues discussed was annexation.  The State gave the County permission to veto annexations.  However, if each town’s comprehensive plan has prior approval from the County and the plan states that annexation is allowed then we cannot be denied by the County.  Another issue was community garbage collection and recycling.  Each town is to compile a list of annual expenses, tipping tonnage, number of accounts serviced, and a description of services currently provided.  Then submit this compilation to GCM and they will proceed with researching the need to acquire a loan from USDA to purchase 2 trucks to accommodate all towns in the organization.  Each truck would require 1 employee to operate and each house would need a special trash receptacle.  Further details will be available at a later meeting.  The final discussion was about Dan Hauger being trained on a decibel monitor that would allow for the towns to adopt a noise ordinance.  This ordinance could be used for violations of barking dogs, noisy neighbors, and loud music.

Playground Installation:  The new playground is scheduled to be installed beginning Thursday, August 10.  The large pile of fill dirt still remains close to the installation area.  Nathan Walker has offered the town $10.00 a load to remove a portion of this dirt.  Ronald Harvey is not interested in removing this dirt as stated in his contract.  He has paid the first installment of the contract and will not be requesting it refunded per the Administrator.  Councilman Shapiro moved to allow Mr. Walker to purchase as much fill dirt as needed for $10.00 per load.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion carried.  Anyone else interested will be allowed to purchase for the same price.

Task Force Meeting:  This meeting will be held on August 14 at 7PM.  Façade and Streetscape monies are going to be discussed.  Kenney Signs will be here sometime this week to install the Welcome to Grantsville arch at a cost of between $2,300 and $2,500.  This leaves a balance of $1,500.  The Administrator surveyed the Christmas Light poles and found that 15 need brackets installed and some of the existing brackets were installed backwards.  The town employees will fix the backwards ones.  There is also an issue of no banners or flags are installed on Rt. 495 entering town.  The town employees will look into available poles to complete this installation.  Councilman Jones received a phone call from Angie Hay of Hey Pizza stating that a request to be considered for Façade Grant money was given to Gerry Beachy and she wanted to make sure it was taken into consideration.

Danny Stanton:  Mr. Stanton is experiencing water problems in his basement located at 210 Main Street.  It appears that there is run off from Grant Street that is entering his basement.  He would like to request some kind of catch basin or storm drain be installed to prevent this from happening.  The Administrator visited the residence and stated that  the basement is a dug out unfinished area with no concrete flooring.  The stronger the storm the more water problems he experiences.  Mr. Stanton does not want a curb installed to deter the water because it will only last till snow fall and will be removed by the snow plows.  There is a possibility that a new house will be built on Grant Street that will need stormwater management plans that may assist with Mr. Stanton’s problems.  Consensus of Council is that the installation of a catch basin is cost prohibitive at this time.

Peggy Kamp:  The Administrator met with Jim Kale from MDE in regards to Mrs. Kamp’s problems with water drainage.  Mr. Kale is not sure what to do about this problem because he cannot re-route natural streams from their existing paths.  From Rt. 669 to the Northern Garrett Rescue Squad building the water flows over land and is not a stream so there is a possibility of correcting that.  Council would like to see the stream banks graded back and the slopes at Sue Brenneman’s widened so that the water could spread out and slow down before it reached the Kamp’s property.  Another project that may assist is when State Highway Administration (Paul McIntyre) installs the sidewalk on Rt. 40 they will re-route the current line to an existing storm drain and this will eliminate some of the run off.

Gerry Beachy Letter:  Mr. Beachy submitted a letter in regards to the town enforcing it’s Blighted Property Ordinance and having something done with the fencing and tall grass that exists on the old G&P Gulf Property formerly owned by Don Hershberger.  The Clerk will check to see if such an ordinance exists.  He also expressed concern about the possibility of a fast food restaurant being located on the former Summers site.  He does not feel that this is the proper area for such a business venture and would like for The Mayor and Council to really take a look at this before giving their approval.  
September 4, 2006 Meeting:  September 4 is Labor Day and the office will be closed in observance of the holiday.  Consensus of Council is to hold the regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, September 5, 2006 beginning at 7PM.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Monday, August 21, 2006 beginning at 7PM.

Clerks Report:

· The Clerk reported that The Maddawgs Football Organization is very interested in obtaining an area to locate a field at the Grantsville Community Park.  They need an area with concession stand capabilities, restrooms, and ample seating if possible.  The Clerk will contact Sandy Derato – President of the Maddawgs and request field dimensions and other necessary requirements.  This will be discussed at a later meeting.
Administrator Report:

· Stormwater Pond:  5# of minnows and 5# of shiners have been put in the stormwater pond.  There are plans to purchase several larger fish such as bass and blue gill to test the ability for them to live in the pond.  The DNR will stock bass for the town if requested and they can also stock the pond with trout for a 1 day fishing rodeo.  The installation of fountains will help to control algae and mosquito populations.  Councilman Shapiro moved to allow the Administrator to purchase 2 lit fountains for the pond.  Councilman Jones seconded.  Motion carries.
· Façade Grants:  Information was received from Cherie Ross that the Town can apply for Façade Grant Monies on their own and possibly be awarded up to $75,000.00.  The request would not be allowed to go through GCCA and the Town would have to complete all the necessary paperwork.
· Project Report:  A list of the status of current projects was given to The Mayor and Council.
Council Reports:

· Councilman Gillum

· New Storage Building:  The new building needs someone to paint the outside.  He was inquiring as to whether the town employees would be free to do so.  Mayor Edwards feels that 4 or 5 Lions Club Members could be asked and would complete the task.  Councilman Wilburn has a sprayer that he will donate to be used that will make completion much quicker.
· Councilman Wilburn
· No Parking:  Questioned the status of painting the curbing red for No Parking at the entrance of streets.  The Administrator replied that we are waiting on the SHA to give us the go ahead.
· Councilman Shapiro

· Abandoned Vehicle Ordinance:  Does this ordinance allow for any unlicensed vehicles on a resident’s property?  The ordinance allows for one unlicensed vehicle on a residents property.  The Clerk will contact Dan Hauger in regards to an unlicensed vehicle on Michael Swauger’s property that has been there for over 1 year and is also located along a town street.
Mayors Report:

· Softball Lights:  Bid proposals for removal of the old lights and installation of the new lights will be due September 18, 2006.  They will be opened at 7PM at the Council meeting.  They must be submitted in two separate bids 1) for removal 2) for installation.  Installation must be completed by April 1, 2007.  Removal must be completed within 30 days after bid is awarded.
· Hershberger Lane Extension:  The Town has been awarded $240,000.00 from ARC to assist in the completion of this project.  GCM was instrumental in acquiring this funding for us.  We must provide a 20% match and if a state agency funding source can be obtained, we could use that funding as our 20%.  Streetscape 08 monies that are actually drawn in 2007 can be used for street lights, sidewalks, etc.
· Annexation:  Opportunities exist for annexation from Dorsey Hotel Rd. to Peavine Rd. and Rt. 40 to River Rd.  Law requires that 25% of property owners are in agreement with annexation before action is taken.  The Mayor would like to see the majority of property owners in agreement before moving forward.  He would like to ask for Council’s assistance in talking one on one with some of the owner’s just to get an initial feeling on their thoughts and concerns.  Some of the things that the town can offer are water service, sewer service, no property taxes until utilities are installed and utilized, fire hydrants, and street lights.  Water and sewer services being installed would be within the next 1-5 years.  The County has assured The Mayor that we have enough water to service the areas being considered.
· Tipping Fees at Refuse Sites:  GCM would like to consult with the County Commissioners to try and have the tipping fees lowered for in town property owners.  They feel that in town residents should pay less than out of town residents.
Air Conditioner:  Dave Truly has an air conditioner in the basement of the house that once belonged to Gary Yoder.  He would like to know if he could have it back.  Council requested that Heath get the air conditioner out of the basement and make sure Mr. Truly receives it back.

Meeting adjourned 9:50PM

