MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

AUGUST 21, 2006

Council in Attendance:  Allen Shapiro, Ronald Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Administrator Joe McRobie, Clerk/Treas. Robin Jones

Guests:  Dave and Jodi Stein – Grantsville Volunteer Fire Department, Dr. Mankamyer – Lot #11 Parkside Estates

Dave Stein:  Mr. Stein brought the plans for the new fire hall that will be constructed along Rt. 669 sometime in the near future.  The engineer will be at the construction site on Tuesday, August 22 to discuss the electrical service, water service, and other utilities.  The new hall will contain offices, a meeting room, restrooms, a shower that can double as an emergency shelter if needed, drive through bay doors, and apartments above the structure.  They are currently looking at building 8 apartments to make the hall a little more self sufficient because the $17,000 to $20,000 a year donations that are received are not enough to cover their expenses.  The possibility of adding a dining hall will be considered at a later time.  The Mayor and Council offered any assistance that the Town could provide in expediting their plans.  The Town is currently working with Attorney Gary Harriger to provide information to allow the department to acquire a tax exempt status and will also wave the fee for the zoning application.
Alma Platter Lot:  Dave and Jodi Stein have purchased the lot owned by Alma Platter.  They wanted to give The Mayor and Council an idea of their plans for this lot.  They are currently looking to build a pizza shop / ice cream parlor.  In the future they may expand to grilled hamburgers and other menu items.  The lot is zoned residential at this time and Mr. Stein will ask for a zoning appeals hearing to see if this can be changed.  His plans include an ADA compliant deck on the side of the building facing Miller Street so that patrons can dine outside.   They are open to assisting the Town in their plans to have a sidewalk running the length of the property when the Hershberger Lane extension begins.
Resolution 2006-05 Sale of Property at Parkside Estates by the Library:  Councilman Shapiro moved to adopt resolution 2006-05 to sell lot #11 by the library.  Councilman Diehl seconded the motion.  Motion approved.
Lot #11 Parkside Estates:  Councilman Shapiro moved to sell Lot #11 for a minimum of $27,500.00.  Bids will be due at town hall on September 15 by 4PM.  We will advertise for 3 weeks and open all received bids on Monday, September 18, 2006 at 7PM.  Councilman Diehl seconded the motion.  Councilman Jones was opposed.  Motion carried.

GCC Grant Writing Course:  GCC is offering a grant writing course September 6 and September 13 from 6-9PM.  The cost is $35.00 and will be taught by Loring Young of Garrett County Community Action.  The Clerk and Administrator would like to attend.  Councilman Wilburn moved to allow.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.

Resolution 2006-06 Creation of Water Rates Schedule for Large Users:  Councilman Jones moved to accept a rate structure of 0-300,000 gallons $4.25 per 1,000, 301,000 to 500,000 gallons $3.25 per 1,000, and 501,000 and over $3.00 per 1,000.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried. 

Annexation:  The Mayor has been approached by an overwhelming amount of property owners interested in being annexed into town limits. After looking deeper into how much funding would be necessary to annex and run water and sewer service to these newly annexed properties, it was found that the project as a whole would end up costing approximately $3,000,000.00.  The Mayor and the Administrator met with DNR, and MD State Highway Administration this morning and they are both very receptive to providing some funding to progress the project down Rt. 40 to River Road.  The estimated cost of this project is $465,000.00.  The town must furnish a 12” line on Rt. 669 to accommodate the Fire Department.  This project alone will cost approximately $1,000,000.00.  We can acquire between 25 to 30% of the funding through a grant and then the remainder would be through a 1% loan from MDE with a payment of about $24,000.00 per year.  Dorsey Hotel Rd. to Goodwill Mennonite Home will cost approximately $585,000.00 with $25,000.00 provided by the County.  Dorsey Hotel Rd. is not currently a Priority Funding Area and would need to be annexed to receive this designation that will allow the Town to apply for loans and grants through state and federal agencies.  The Mayor stated that before we annex we would need to provide a list of items to property owners that they would be responsible to pay for.  Such items could include tap fees, property taxes, grinder pumps, and running service lines from the main trunk line to the actual houses.  Several items were discussed such as prioritizing annexation of Dorsey Hotel Rd., the possibility of running the water and sewer lines from Rt. 669 to Goodwill through the fields, will annexing and connecting Goodwill Home provide enough income to help with the loan that would need to be acquired.  Should we hire an engineer to conduct a cost study?  Answers to these questions were: running the water and sewer lines through the fields would not benefit anyone because there is no one to hook up in those areas.  We do not need to hire an engineer because we have access to the tax maps and can calculate the property taxes on our own.  We also contacted an engineer and got a price per foot on line installation.  The Administrator will crunch some more numbers and this will be discussed further at a later meeting.

Verizon (C&P Telephone) Lot:  The Mayor spoke with Jeff Salino from Verizon and they are very interested in selling the back of their lot on Miller Street to the town.  We will get the lot appraised and go from there.

Playground Update:  The new playground by pavilion #3 is complete.  Bob Downton will be contacted to put some dusk to dawn lights on the ends of pavilion #3 to provide some lighting to the playground.

Task Force Update:  This meeting was held on 8-14-06 and issues discussed were Kenney Signs will install the Welcome to Grantsville arch this week sometime.  Façade money has been awarded.  Christmas decorations will need brackets reinstalled that fell off of the utility poles over the course of last winter.

ClosetMaid Meeting:  The Mayor and Administrator met with ClosetMaid people and several people from Garrett County on 8-15-06 at Pine Lodge Steakhouse.  Dave Patterson will be the manager of the plant.  He will commute for the first 2 years from Tennessee and then will probably move here at that time.  They are hoping to have the structure under roof by October and be up and running in December or January.  Initial hiring will be 70 employees and then within 1 ½ years 250 will be employed there.  This will be the only operating plant in the USA and they are getting ready to downsize the plant that is located in Canada.  The California operation is moving to Mexico.  The 1st week of September they plan to hire a Human Resources Manager and a Maintenance Supervisor and then the remaining employees will follow as needed.  Job applications can be acquired through the employment office in Oakland and ClosetMaid will be setting up temporary office space in the Stellar Ind. building at Industrial Park.

Operation Care Bear:  The Mayor reported that Trooper LeMay was pleased with the program that took place on 8-15-06.  Approximately 60 people attended, 40 applied for jobs, 1 signed up for drug and alcohol abuse counseling, and several looked at the opportunity of attending a local beauty school that was represented.  Several local businesses were there as were the Dove Center and child care assistance programs.  The Mayor will draft a letter to Trooper LeMay and his supervisor thanking him for his vested interest in the residents of Grantsville.

MD Tourism Auction:  A letter was received requesting a donation from the town for their annual fundraiser.  Council gave The Clerk permission to purchase some local wares and send them from the town.

Labor Day:  The office will be closed on Monday, September 4 in observance of Labor Day.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday September 5 at 7PM.

Administrator Report:  

· GCM is currently gathering information from all the municipalities regarding their current trash removal process to discuss having our own garbage removal service.
· Profit and Loss statements were passed around for The Mayor and Council to review and question if necessary.

Council Reports: 

· Councilman Gillum:  Today was the first day of his 44th year of being a chiropractor.

· Councilman Jones:  ITI donated $850.00 of aluminum conduit to assist in the installation of the fountains in the storm water pond.  A letter of thanks was composed and given to Councilman Jones to present to everyone at ITI.

· Storm Water Pond:  Councilman Jones would like to see park benches around the pond so people could sit and watch the ducks.  The issue of fishing was also discussed.  The MD DNR can stock the pond for a one day fishing rodeo for the kids.  There is also a possibility of only allowing children under the age of 16 to fish in the pond.  Catch and release policy was favored by all council members.  The Administrator will contact Kerry Shultz to make sure benches can be installed on the banks of the pond safely.

· Park Trees:  Several of the trees in the park are leaning and Councilman Jones would like to see them staked to promote straight growth.  The Administrator gave information that 3 of the trees have already been staked at this time.

· Councilman Diehl:  He has noticed that the flag light on the roof of town hall is not operating.  The town employees will look at this problem tomorrow.  He also would like more grass seed to be spread around the new light pole in front of his property.  With the recent dry spell the grass did not grow.  The street light in front of Danny Keller’s house is burned out.  The Clerk reported that Allegheny Power has already been notified and it should be repaired in the near future.

· Dr. Mankamyer:  He would like to request a letter from the town stating that if zoning is not approved on Lot #11 he would like for this bid to be removed from the running.  The Mayor will compose a letter.

· American Rent All:  The fee to rent a trencher to install the conduit to the storm water pond and also for some work at Durst Court is $210.00 per day.  Consensus of council was to rent the trencher for 1 day.

Mayor Reports:
· Northern Maddawgs:  Sandy Derato – President of the organization and Dave Monohan – Head Coach will be meeting at the Park with the Mayor on Tuesday, August 22 at 2PM.  They will discuss the possibility of relocating the Maddawgs home field to the Grantsville Community Park for next year’s season.  There is a possibility of the softball field and the football field being combined into one.  Then night games could be played by the Maddawgs.

· Restrooms:  Councilman Wilburn then feels there is a need to have one of the restroom facilities open later in the colder months to accommodate these functions.

Meeting adjourned 8:45PM.  
_____________________________    _____________________________

Clerk/Treas.                                          Mayor/Pres.
