MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

JUNE 19, 2006

Council in Attendance:  Ronald Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Administrator – Joe McRobie, Clerk/Treas. – Robin Jones

Guests:  Cathy Ashby – Director of Ruth Enlow Library, Rosie Cupler – Library Board of Trustees, Rich Towers – Farmers Market

Minute Approval:  The minutes were approved with one correction.  The water cover that needs replaced is located at Dick Beachy’s not Beachy’s Pharmacy.

Financial Report:  Councilman Shapiro moved to accept the report.  Councilman Gillum second.  Motion carried.

Farmers Market:  Rich Towers would like to request the town to fund an advertisement in The Republican Newspaper.  The ad would run for 16 weeks at a cost of somewhere around $144.00 - $147.00.  The 2006-2007 budget currently allows for $50.00.

Cathy Ashby and Rosie Cupler:  Ms. Ashby addressed the Mayor and Council regarding the gravel lot that is located next to the Ruth Enlow Library.  She understands that the town is considering taking bids to sell this lot.  Her concern is that they built the current library at this location with the understanding that there would be room for future expansion.  If this lot is sold; this will not be possible.  Councilman Shapiro informed them that the property will be put out on public bids and the library association is more than welcome to submit a bid.  Councilman Gillum did not recall that at the time of the library construction that leaving this lot for future expansion was even discussed.  The Administrator can email Ms. Ashby when the town advertises in the newspaper so that they will have an opportunity to bid.
Resolution 2006-2007 Support of Garrett County Municipal Assistance Program:  Councilman Wilburn moved to adopt this resolution that assists with Community Legacy Funding.  Councilman Shapiro second.  Motion carried.

Code Enforcement Fine Schedule:  The Clerk received a copy of Loch Lynn Heights fine schedule.  Dan Hauger – Code Enforcement Officer informed her that most of the municipalities are using the same schedule.  First offense is $50.00, second is $250.00, and third is $500.00.  Fines for violations after an express warning are as follows: first $250.00, second and all subsequent $500.00.  Councilman Wilburn moved to re-write Loch Lynn’s and adopt the same schedule.  Councilman Jones second.  Motion carried.

Perry’s Disposal Service:  Earl Williams faxed a copy of a new contract since his visit to the last Council Meeting.  The new contract is for $1,729.00 per month.  Also requested is $156.00 per week for one pick up of the town hall dumpster and $312.00 per week for two pick ups.  This is only an approximate increase of $34.00 per month over the last signed contract.  Councilman Gillum moved to accept the contract.  Councilman Jones second.  Motion carried.

Garbage Rates:  The Mayor gave information that we now have 229 garbage customers which figures out to $7.55 per customer for the new contract.  The question presented to council is whether to raise the current $6.00 per month rate to cover all expenditures.  His recommendation is to not raise the rates at this time and see with the adding of new customers if this will balance itself out over time.  Councilman Shapiro feels that the garbage pick up should not be subsidized and should carry itself.  Consensus of council is to re-examine this cost for the 2007-2008 budget and possibly increase at that time if needed.
GCM Meeting Update:  At this meeting held on 6-7-06 the town has requested the support of GCM in the form of a grant in the amount of $250,000.00 for the Hershberger Lane Extension Project.  Also a car has been purchased for the Code Enforcement Officer’s use.  The cost of the car has been split between all of the municipalities he services and Grantsville’s portion is approximately $400.00.  Mike Mullen has been offered the position of circuit rider and they are awaiting his response.  The equipment needs list was also discussed.  Councilman Shapiro moved to pay GCM for Grantsville’s portion of Dan Hauger’s car.  Councilman Diehl second.  Motion carried. 

Dave Bicker:  The Mayor was visited by Mr. Bicker stating that he had not received a letter from Dan Hauger stating that the unlicensed vehicles on his property needed to be removed within 30 days.  He could use a little more time to move them.  Dan Hauger will draft a letter allowing for a 30 day extension, but this will be the only extension he will grant on this matter.  Mr. Bicker is considering building a garage on his property so that items could be kept inside and not out in view of the public.

MML Convention:  Joe McRobie and Robin Jones will be attending the convention from 6-25 through 6-28 in Ocean City, MD.

Keith Durst Wage Increase:  After searching prior minutes from meetings, a motion was found that awarded Keith a pay increase of a Grade and a Step upon passing of his water and sewer certification testing.  This motion will remain in affect.

Next Meeting:  This meeting will be held on July 3, 2006 beginning at 7PM.

Administrator Report:
· Electricity Co-op:  A contract has been faxed to town hall with a figure of 9.634 cents per kw hour beginning with billing dated July/August 2006.  Small corporations range from 99-1030 cents, medium corporations range from 1012-1068 cents, and large ones range from 1057-1110 cents.  The contract must be signed and returned by 4PM on Tuesday, June 20, 2006.

· Clock/Welcome to Grantsville Arch:  The town clock is scheduled to be set on the concrete pad on Tuesday, June 27.  Marion Povolasky’s company will deliver but the town is responsible for the installation itself.  Peanut Speicher will assist with his back hoe.  The Arch will be installed sometime in the near future by Kenney Signs and will be mounted on metal posts not wooden poles as first considered.

· Softball Field Expansion:  John Carey gave Joe McRobie information that Grantsville has been given approval to have a Hot Stove League beginning next year.  In order to do this the fencing around the field will need to be extended.  It will need to be expanded to between 315’ and 325’.  If expanded to 325’ this will bring the fence within 6” of the basketball courts, which may be too close.  This will be discussed at a later meeting.
· Musco Lighting:  Musco will be here the first or second week of July to evaluate the softball field lighting and offer suggestions.

Councilman Gillum:

· Jeff Porter:  Councilman Gillum spoke to Jeff Porter regarding the softball field lights and the current lights will actually need new ballasts to be hooked into three phase electric.
· POS Funding:  He understands that the town has been awarded funding from POS for property acquisition – Neil Yommer’s property, batting cage, ADA compliant flooring on the existing playground, and upgrading more of the park to 3 phase electric.
· Potholes:  There is a pothole located on the road that enters the car wash.  Should the town repair it?  Councilman Wilburn remembers a prior instance where the town paved an area of this lane and a resident of Patton Lane does not want the town to do repairs on this street.
· Clock Installation:  To connect the clock to electrical service it will take the installation of an 8X8 post 6’ high with a meter and a master disconnect.  This will make boring the sidewalk necessary at a cost of $1,700.00.  Councilman Gillum would be willing to allow the clock to be connected into a junction box located at his property and the town reimburses him for the electric the clock uses.  He feels the cost of one street light would be sufficient.  Mayor Edwards was given information from Jeff Porter that the clock should cost no more than $10.00 per year to operate.
· Top Soil:  Councilman Gillum purchased several truck loads of the top soil from Ron Harvey.  It is excellent soil.  Mr. Harvey is keeping weight slips on each truck hauled out of the park so that the town will know when he has reached the tonnage he bid on.  Councilman Gillum would like to see a pile remain for town usage and to level out areas of the park that are uneven.
Councilman Jones:

· Bittinger Lane:  There are currently some large trees located in front of light posts at Jeff Layman’s and Dave Butler’s.  Councilman Jones would like to see the branches trimmed so that the lights would be able to give off more light.
Councilman Diehl:
· Hill Street Light:  The new light in front of his property looks great.  The Administrator will have someone fill around the pole with top soil, seed, and mulch as soon as the weather cooperates.
· Martha Sebold:  Her water pressure got better for a few days but now it is back to low pressure.
Councilman Wilburn:

· Vending Machine Status:  The Clerk was instructed by the Mayor to contact all Council members and get their feelings on a soda machine that was being donated to the town that could be placed somewhere in the park.  The individual would keep the machine stocked and collect monies.  Most of council is concerned that the machine would be vandalized; or that other residents would request to be able to sell food items and such in the park, and other issues.  Councilman Wilburn feels that Pepsi, Coke, and RC should be contacted to see if they would be interested in having machines located in the park.  The Administrator suggested that an extension onto the storage building that is going to be built be added with a roof to cover the machines.  This will be discussed at a later meeting.
Councilman Shapiro:

· Hershberger Lane:  Councilman Shapiro would like the Council to reconsider speed bumps on Hershberger Lane.  Someone is going to get seriously hurt if traffic is not made to slow down in this area.  Mayor Edwards will contact the sheriff’s department and see if they can possibly patrol during ball games.  Councilman Shapiro moved to install No Parking signs on Hershberger Lane along the Little League Field so that cars could not park there during games.  This presents a vision restriction to drivers; and children tend to run out from in between these parked cars.  Motion died due to lack of second.  The Mayor suggested that they continue to place the orange cones with the slow down signs on them in the center of Hershberger Lane and see if this will slow the cars down.
Mayor Edwards:

· Farmers Market:  Councilman Jones moved to allow the budget for farmers market to be increased to $100.00.  Councilman Wilburn second.  Motion carried.
· Wilt’s Dogs:  The two dogs that resided at Rob Wilt’s property have been picked up by animal control after a complaint was issued of the dogs attacking a young girl in the Grantsville Community Park on Thursday, June 15, 2006.
· Rob Wilt Property:  An individual is looking into purchasing Rob Wilt’s property to demolish and build a new structure.  The current asking price is $100,000.00.  There is a problem of an alley located in the center of the property and a water line located under that section of property.  Gary Lawson was also approached to see if he would be interested in selling his property located beside Wilt’s.
· Plastic Recycling:  The Mayor has received 3 inquiries about plastic pick up for recycling.  This in something to consider for a later meeting.
Meeting adjourned 9:15PM
