MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

MAY 1, 2006

Guests:  Jim Ranallo – First United Bank and Trust

Council in Attendance:  Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Robin Jones – Clerk/Treas.
Minute Approval:  The minutes were approved as written.

Land Sale Bids:  The Town received 4 bids for the sale of Lots 9 & 10 of Parkside Estates.  Mankamyer Chiropractic bid $32,099.00 for Lot #10.  Brants Homes bid $28,976.00 per lot for both lots.  Daystar Builders bid $31,100.00 per lot for both lots. Thomas and Thomas Construction bid $28,501.00 per lot with the option to purchase the second lot 180 days after the close of sale on the first.  Councilman Shapiro would like to see residences on these two lots and not a Commercial Building as Dr. Mankamyer would like to construct.  Councilman Shapiro moved to accept Daystar Builders bid for both lots and to then put the gravel lot between Lot #10 and the Library up for sale.  Councilman Jones second.  Councilman Wilburn opposed.  Three voted in favor, one opposed.  Dirk Yoder from Daystar requested that Lot #11 not be included in Parkside Estates Phase 2 if purchased by someone else due to the fact that Daystar is building residential housing.

Jim Ranallo:  Mr. Ranallo appeared before the Mayor and Council to discuss the possibility of the Town accepting credit cards for payment.  Due to the tennis court light installation with an account needing to be set up for payment, it is difficult to produce an efficient means of collecting payment from users.  Mr. Ranallo suggested that a software program used with our current computer system would be our best option.  There is an 8 second approval time on the user’s credit card.  The Town would not have to key the card number in more than at the initial set-up.  Approximate set up cost is $600.00 without a swipe machine to start.  This feature can be added later if necessary.  This fee includes tech support and training.  An upgrade for additional users would be approximately $300.00.  A fee would have to be incorporated into the rate schedule to cover all fees associated with accepting MasterCard or Visa.  Councilman Shapiro and Councilman Diehl will meet with Mr. Ranallo at a separate time to iron out all details and present to the remainder of Council at a later date.

Dr. Mankamyer:  Dr. Mankamyer stopped in to see how the land sale bids were awarded.  The Mayor and Council explained the concern of locating a commercial building in a residential area.  They also explained that there was a possibility of purchasing Lot #11 and zoning it as Town Center so that a business would be located there.  The Mayor requested that Dr. Mankamyer submit a letter to the Town requesting that the necessary steps be taken so that Lot #11 is granted a variance to allow for a business to be built on the site.

Zoning Application:  Garrett County Community Action submitted a zoning application for a single family dwelling to be built at Lot #6 on Durst Court.  Students from Northern High School will build the home and then sell it.  Councilman Shapiro moved to accept.  Councilman Wilburn second.  Motion carried.

Budget 2006-2007:  The Mayor and Council were given a draft copy of the budget at the last council meeting for their review. There will be a Budget Hearing held on May 15, 2006 beginning at 6PM at Town Hall.  The final approval will be at 7PM at Town Hall on May 15, 2006.

Administrator’s Cell Phone:  The Administrator Joe McRobie has requested to the Mayor that he be allowed to use the cell phone provided by the Town for his personal calls.  If he goes over the allotted minutes he will reimburse the town for them.  Councilman Diehl moved to allow.  Councilman Jones second.  Motion carried.

MML:  The next MML Meeting will be held on 5-17-06 hosted by Loch Lynn at the Pleasant Valley Community Center.  The Mayor would like to request that the number of attendees be reduced in an effort to off set costs.  Possibly only 2 members should attend at a time.  Council agreed.  The Mayor and Joe McRobie or Councilman Jones will attend this meeting.

ADA Compliant Flooring:  The clerk provided a sample of ADA Compliant Flooring materials that could be used at the new playground for the Mayor and Council to see.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 15, 2006 beginning at 7PM.  There will be a Budget Hearing held beginning at 6PM and a CDBG Hearing held beginning at 6:30PM.
Around the Room:  

· Mayor Edwards relayed to the Council that the Grantsville Fire Department has given the Town a gift certificate for 2 chicken or rib dinners as a thank you for our donation to them.  He would like to give the certificates to Gloria and Heath Martin to be redeemed.  Consensus of the Council was to do so.
· May 20 there will be an EMS Fair held at Pavilion #3 at the park.  Along with the fair there will be a parade on Miller Street and refreshments served at the Squad building.  The Fire Department will be performing an extrication exercise during this event.

· Councilman Wilburn was questioned by someone as to why 12 town residents had received certified letters regarding the elementary school expansion for early child care purposes.  No one else had knowledge of such letters being sent.

Meeting adjourned 8:45PM.

