MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

APRIL 17, 2006

Guests:  Duane & Dave Stein – Grantsville Volunteer Fire Department; Rich Towers – Farmers Market; Bob Leece, Gary Wilt – Town Residents

Council in Attendance:  Ronald Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Joe McRobie – Administrator; Robin Jones – Clerk/Treas.

Duane & Dave Stein:  The Fire Department is currently in the planning process for the construction of a new fire hall located along Rt. 669.  The new plans include 2 separate buildings to be built; a social hall and a fire house that will have 9 apartments located above it.  There will be an above ground storm water pond and the project will be built in phases beginning with the fire house.  The apartments will be done by the firemen themselves when time and funding permits.  The social hall will also come at a later time.  The department needs approval from the Mayor and Council to have a temporary access route off of Locker Lane until the permanent one can be made off of Rt. 669.  A Decision will be made later in the meeting.
Minute Approval:  The minutes were approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Shapiro moved to accept March’s report.  Councilman Wilburn second.  Motion carried.

Property Tax Rate:  Councilman Wilburn moved to keep the tax rate the same as last year; 20 cents with 6 cents Ad Valorem for a total of 26 cents.  Councilman Shapiro second.  Motion carried.
Cost of Living Increase:  Even numbered years result in a cost of living increase for Town Employees.  Odd numbered years result in a step increase.  According to the Social Security Administration the cost of living increase is 4.1% for 2006.  The Town does not allow the percentage to exceed 4%.  The Mayor recommends that the Council allow the 4%.  Councilman Jones moved to accept the Mayor’s recommendation.  Councilman Gillum second.  Motion carried.

Rodney Youmans:  Mr. Youmans would like to have his property at 119 Miller Street zoning changed from Town Residential to Town Center so that he could possibly build a small business at this location.  Consensus of the Council was that this decision needs to go before the Zoning Appeals Board and they do not have the authority to make such a ruling.  Councilman Diehl moved to have this issue presented to the Zoning Appeals Board with the intention of rezoning from Dorsey Hotel Road to Pennsylvania Ave.  Councilman Wilburn second.  Motion carried.

POS 2007:  Requests for funding from Program Open Space for FY2007 need to be submitted by May 31, 2006.  The Administrator presented a list of items that could be considered for this round of funding.  Enlarging the softball field, batting cage, enlarging the walking track, Life Trail stations installation, and new lights for the softball field were some of the ideas.  Councilman Shapiro would like to see what the Town interest would be for an outdoor swimming pool.  Councilman Wilburn would like to see an in depth study into operating costs for such a project.  Consensus of the Council was to first enlarge the softball field but to also make sure the request that the Administrator submitted to Major League Baseball for $85,000.00 is not granted.  Other suggestions were new dugouts and possibly installing grass on the infields.  Councilman Shapiro asked the Administrator to have a proposal together for the May 1 Meeting.  Councilman Gillum would like to know the status of the electric service in the Park and what affect it will have on this year’s Grantsville Days.  The Administrator gave information that he has been in contact with John Emerick from Allegheny Power and the Town has already installed the necessary conduit and now AP must make the connection to make the wiring hot.  Jeff Porter will then be able to hook up the service that will allow some of the pressure to be transferred from the original service for about $3,000.00.
Verizon Damage Claim:  In August of 2004 Brants Mobile Homes was installing a sewer tap to property owned by Gerald Beachy on Parkside Drive.  Robin from Town Hall called Miss Utility to have the area marked.  Her instructions were to have the North side marked for all utilities.  Utiliquest marked the North and South sides, however, when the road was dug a telephone line was cut.  The markings on the South side were off by approximately 8’.  Verizon Claims Department is requesting a payment from the Town of $1,417.65 for damages.  The Administrator over the course of a month has disagreed with these charges, sent them digital pictures showing the markings, etc.  Verizon has offered to cut the claim figure to $708.38.  Councilman Shapiro requested that Verizon submit a letter to the Town with the reduced figure on it before a check is issued.  Councilman Diehl would also like for a letter to be sent with the payment stating that the Town is paying this fee under protest and we just want this matter ended.

Recycling Newspapers:  The Mayor has been attending MAP Meetings every month and Grantsville is the only Municipality that does not participate in some sort of recycling effort.  He would like to see newspaper recycling instilled.  Town employees could pick up the papers one day a week from the same place that residents place their trash on Friday Mornings.  They must be in see through bags so that no other trash could be placed in the bags.  They will then be transported to the Landfill.  Tipping fees are increasing on July 1 and this would drastically reduce the tonnage of trash we are paying for now.  The Administrator will speak with the Town Staff and this will be further discussed at a later meeting.
Donations:  Three requests for donations were sent to Town Hall; Northern Maddawgs Football, New Germany Fishing Rodeo, and Potomac Fire and Rescue 94th Annual Convention.  Councilman Jones moved to donate $50.00 to each organization.  Councilman Gillum second.  Motion carried.  The Mayor will compose a letter to the Northern Maddawgs offering the Town Park fields and lights for practices when needed.

Museum Update:  The Grantsville Community Museum has three curators; Rita Hummel, Sue Crossland, and Earleena Tressler.  They will be holding an Open House on Friday, May 19 from 10-2 and Saturday, May 20 from 10-1.

CDBG Training:  Joe and Robin attended the CDBG seminar in Crownsville, MD on April 7, 2006.  Robin reported that each municipality is eligible for up to $800,000.00 worth of funding for each fiscal year.  This funding may be split into separate projects with each project listed from priority 1 down.  First priority will be funded first and so on.  Some of the important criteria are that projects are ready to be completed now and no other funding was able to be obtained.  For FY2007 $8,085,834.00 is available statewide.  Projects that have received funding in the past are housing rehabilitation, sidewalks, streets, water and sewer replacements and repairs, wastewater treatment plant improvements, and senior center just to name a few.
MAP Meeting:  Mayor Edwards and Joe attended the MAP Meeting on April 5, 2006.  Information from this meeting included more about Code Enforcement Officer and Colleen Wagner has been reassigned and is no longer the Circuit Rider.  MAP is now going to be called Garrett Municipalities, Inc. and will no longer be referred to as MAP.

Task Force Meeting:  The Task Force Meeting took place on April 10, 2006.  The Welcome to Grantsville arch will be located between South Street and Grantsville Station.  There is a possibility that SHA will contribute up to 50% to help with the installation.

Next Meeting:  will be held on Monday, May 1, 2006 beginning at 7PM at Town Hall.

Administrator Report:

· Joe met with the EADS Engineer who is also an inspector with the State of MD in regards to the storm water pond.  There is a film of algae that results from non moving water.  Joe will contact DNR Water Resources, or John Carey with the Dept. of Mines for suggestions on how to eliminate this problem.
· BYCO has submitted their last pay request of $11,892.05 for the construction of the storm water pond.  Only a few small items need to be corrected and they will be taken care of ASAP.  Councilman Wilburn moved to pay the last request.  Councilman Diehl second.  Motion carried.
· The plats have been drawn up by Bowman Surveying for Church Street.  Joe will meet with Dave Martin at the Courthouse to have addendums to deeds or deeds drawn up to finish this land transfer.  Bowman charged $695.00 which will be reimbursed to the Town by Rodney Youmans and Valerie Pappe at the time of closing.
· Dirk Yoder dropped off preliminary drawings for the Casselman Historians Archive Building.  They will be brought before the Planning Commission at the next meeting.
· Joe has price quotes for a diver to inspect and possibly clean the 400,000 gallon water tank.
Mayor Report:

· Eli Yoder has transferred his housing project for Rt. 669 to Duane Yoder.  Duane will begin composing a CDBG grant for funding of this project.  This will also include funding for the installation of water and sewer lines to the property.
· ClosetMaid – the construction bid has been awarded and construction should begin soon.  Estimated employees at start up are 247.
· When the 2 lots at the end of Parkside Estates sell the Council may want to look into also selling the gravel parking lot, this lot could be used for a lot more than a parking lot for Grantsville Days.
· A Town Resident would like to see a speed limit sign installed on Miller-Zook Road.  People tend to drive very fast in and out this area of road which concerns some.  If there is an extra 10mph sign in the Town Garage, it will need to be installed.
Clerk Report:

· Projected cost for Tennis Court Light Rental is $5.00 per hour.
· Playground Specialists have assisted in the ground work for the new playground.  They have submitted a sketch of possible equipment that could be used.  It however exceeds the POS Grant awarded to the Town.  Robin would like to cash in a CD that was begun by the Lioness Club years ago when the original playground was put together.  The CD is for $12,320.72 and would carry an early withdraw penalty of $186.73.  This would allow for all the equipment to be purchased and installed with monies left over for other projects in the park.  After the project is put out to bid and awarded this issue will be discussed further.
· Robin will attend a LGIT Insurance Workshop on 4-27-06 at the Frostburg Library.
· Grantsville was the first to sign up for the MML Convention this year as noted by the MML Website.
· Becky Wilson from DNR called and gave the Clerk information that we were awarded a grant in the amount of $3,500.00 to purchase the trees we planted in the park last year.  Of that funding only $2,234.00 was spent.  There is $1,266.00 left and this can be used to replace trees that did not survive the winter or to re mulch around existing ones.  Council will allow Robin to contact Becky and maybe plant some trees around the storm water pond and whatever else is necessary.  This money must be spent and submitted for by June 1, 2006.
· There will be a CEZOA Meeting on Friday, May 5, 2006 at the Pleasant Valley Community Center.  Robin and Joe would like to attend.  This will assist anyone who will be dealing directly with the Code Enforcement Officer.  Consensus of Council was for both to attend.
· The employees from the Library would like to inquire once again as to how to keep the kids out of the storm water pond.  The Council is still working on this problem.
Keystone Lime Co:  Joe has requested that Keystone Lime give the Town price quotes for the paving repairs and new paving that need to be done in Town for the FY 2006-2007.  There are four different projects: 1) Paving the area between the Library and Kingdom Hall $4,015.00, 2) Paving Zeller Lane/Potholes at Beachy’s Pharmacy & Casselman Ventures $1,730.00, 3) Park & Ride Parking Lot donated by SHA $5,115.00, and 4) Paving for new road from Library to the Cul De Sac – Parkside Estates Phase II $12,375.00.  Council gave approval for the first 2 projects to proceed; they are under $10,000.00 so they do not need to be put out for bid.   
Around the Room:

· Councilman Gillum would like to know if Town participation in the Museum funding will be done again this year.  The Mayor stated that this is a line item in the budget and the Town will once again pay the utilities for the Museum up to $5,000.00.
· Councilman Gillum would also like to see some of the rules in Robert’s Rules of Order that highlights appear in this month’s MML Magazine be instilled to the Town Meetings.  Robin has just recently ordered the newest issue and it will be available at Town Hall for anyone wishing to use it.
· Councilman Diehl is affiliated with Habitat for Humanity and he would like to see Grantsville get involved in some of their housing projects.
· The possibility of offering an internet connection in the Park would set Grantsville apart from other communities.  This may be checked into.
· Councilman Shapiro would like to know how to respond to the issue of outdoor furnaces in town limits and if we currently have an ordinance about this issue.  Robin will check the current ordinances and talk about this at a later meeting.
· Councilman Shapiro would like to have a procedure instilled during Little League Games to slow traffic down.  Speed Bumps, Cones and Barrels or something.  Joe is a coach this year and will set up cones and barrels on the nights of events to see if this helps with the problem.
· Councilman Shapiro is still bothered by the gravel that has been installed beside the Tennis Courts.  Councilman Gillum thinks that the grids will just be too expensive.  Possibly an inch or two of gravel could be removed and top soil added to allow for the growth of grass in this area when the weather is better.
· Councilman Shapiro feels that with the addition of Newspaper Recycling and additional mowing at the new storm water pond that the possibility of making Heath Martin a full time employee would be a good idea.  He would like to see Heath stay on with the Town for the duration because he is doing a wonderful job in the Park.  Councilman Shapiro moved to change Heath to a full time employee beginning July 1, 2006.  Councilman Jones second.  Motion carried.  Heath will receive Vacation, Health Insurance, Retirement, Paid Holidays, and AFLAC coverage effective July 1, 2006.
Meeting adjourned 10:05PM.

