MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

DECEMBER 19, 2005

Council in Attendance:  Ronald Gillum, Sean Jones, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards
Staff in Attendance:  Clerk Robin Jones

Guests:  Owen Beachy – EADS, Matt Snyder – I&Y Construction, Joe McRobie & Bob Leece – Town Residents

Minute Approval:  The minutes were reviewed and approved.

Financial Report:  Councilman Shapiro made a motion to accept the financial report.  Councilman Wilburn seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Tennis Court Lighting:  Owen Beachy and Matt Snyder appeared before The Mayor and Council to further discuss the installation of the lights on the Tennis Courts.  Originally the contract specified token boxes so that individuals could pay to turn the lights on at their convenience.  The brand name of the lighting system to be installed is Musco Lighting.  They offer a Control Link Package which offers a 25 year all inclusive warranty.  This warranty covers all parts and labor on the lights and poles.  Musco will replace all lamps after every 5000 hours of use.  With this also comes the capability for organizations or individuals to be assigned pass codes that will allow certain persons to call or via computer reserve the lights for periods of time.  Musco’s customer service center can be contacted and they will control the lights from internally.  Several options were discussed for the payment of such periods of time and it was decided that this would be further discussed at a later meeting closer to the installation of the lights.  The cost of installing this feature over and above the initial contract is $6,200.00.  Owen Beachy has devised a change order to the original contract that will allow for the cost for the Package to be absorbed into the original contract amount.  This will entail relocating the building that will house all of the electrical boxes and functions of the park.  If the building is located closer to the three phase transformer it will not require as much trenching and conduit to be installed which will result in less of a dollar figure.  Councilman Shapiro made a motion to accept the change order and allow the new Town Administrator to work out the details.  Councilman Wilburn seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Zoning Permit:  Garrett County Community Action would like permission to install a chain link fence behind the WOW building so that a restricted area will be available for the head start children to use for play purposes.  Councilman Shapiro made a motion to accept the permit application.  Councilman Jones seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Town Administrator:  Councilman Wilburn made a motion to hire Joseph E. McRobie as the new Town Administrator effective January 3, 2006.  Councilman Jones seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Bill Martin:  Bill Martin retired from the Town of Grantsville in August of 2005.  Robin asked The Mayor and Council to consider some kind of acknowledgement for this at the Employee Appreciation Dinner on December 21, 2005.  Consensus of The Mayor and Council was a $50.00 gift certificate from Penn Alps Restaurant.

Yoder’s, Inc.:  As discussed at a previous meeting, Perry’s Disposal Service emptied their dumpster full of trash on the parking lot of Yoder’s, Inc. upon non payment of a previous bill owed by Yoders.  Mayor Edwards contacted Earl Williams of Perry’s and asked him to remove the pile of trash.  Earl had contacted one of the Stein’s who are in process of purchasing the building, but they were not willing to provide someone to load one of Perry’s trucks and Earl would dispose of the trash.  The Mayor and Council asked the Clerk to contact Earl and have a smaller dump truck be brought to the site and Bill Hetrick or Keith Durst will load the garbage onto the truck.

Hershberger Lane Extension:  Owen Beachy of EADS Group gave information on completing a Concept Study which is the first step to begin the process of the extension.  This is something on paper that the State Highway Administration can approve of or make changes to for regulation compliance.  The second step will be a Highway Occupancy Permit.  Then there would also be a third phase which is Streetscaping, Funding, Etc.  Mr. Beachy proposed a figure not to exceed $1,500.00 to complete the Concept Study.  Councilman Wilburn made a motion to accept.  Councilman Gillum seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Electrical Building:  I&Y Construction will be constructing a new building to house all the electrical boxes etc. for the park.  The Mayor instructed Robin and Heath to pick a color for the siding and the roof.  The color chosen for the siding will be Cape Cod Red and the color for the roof will be Chateau Green.  Councilman Jones made a motion to approve those choices.  Councilman Shapiro seconded the motion.  Councilman Gillum was opposed.  Motion carried.  The Mayor instructed Robin and Heath to also pick a color for the door and let Matt Snyder know when the choice is made.

Information:
· There will be a Special Council Meeting on December 29, 2005 at 6PM to select someone to occupy the open Council seat that Joe McRobie vacated.

· The Employee Appreciation Dinner will be held on December 21, 2005 at 6PM at Penn Alps Restaurant.

· The Office Party will be on December 22, 2005 beginning at Noon, Mayor and Council are all invited to attend.
· The Office will be closed on January 2, 2006 in observance of New Year’s Day.
· The next meeting will be held on January 16, 2005 at 7PM.

County Commissioners:  The Commissioners will be attending the meeting on January 16 to discuss the tax differential and also the water rate increase.  Mayor Edwards and Councilman Wilburn will not be present at this meeting.  Councilman Gillum will head the meeting and have the discussion with the Commissioners.

· Mayor Report:  The Mayor received a fax from Meg Ellis of Garrett County Community Development regarding the water line that was installed from Keyser's Ridge to Grantsville by DT Construction.  In the fax it is stated that originally the County tried to get contingency funding set aside in the original litigation process.  This was not awarded so therefore there is no money set aside for the problem of debris in the water line.
· POS Monies – The Mayor received a letter from The Board of Public Works approving $33,837.00 for the installation of Playground Equipment at Pavilion #3.  This will begin when the weather permits.

· The PACE Reception held in Annapolis is scheduled for January 26 and 27, 2006.  The Mayor is not able to attend.  The Town Administrator, Joe McRobie will be attending.  Council members will let The Clerk know on December 29 if they plan on attending.  Commissioner Holliday may have two tickets if they are needed.

· Duane Yoder – Garrett County Community Action is interested in taking over Eli Yoder’s project.  Duane will build 2 housing projects similar to the one located at Durst Court.  They will both be Cul De Sacs and Eli will also construct an assisted living care center on the top of the hill above the developments.  Duane Yoder would like to meet with The Mayor and Council sometime after the beginning of the year to discuss infrastructure plans.

· Clerk Report:  An agreement has been signed between The Town and Daystar Builders to install the gravel base on Parkside Estates – Phase II in the amount of $9,900.00.  This agreement coincides with the specs that The Clerk gave Dirk Yoder – owner of Daystar.

· The new truck has been delivered to Town Hall and the bed has also had the Line-X Liner installed.  

· December 20, 1999 Councilman Towers made a motion, and Councilman Gillum seconded that anyone wishing to obtain copies of Town records will be charged $2.50 per copy.  Eli Yoder has recently requested copies of all Town Minutes be emailed to his home.  The Mayor and Council asked the Clerk to contact Matt Eary and have the minutes posted on the Grantsville website and inform Mr. Yoder that if he wishes he can pick up copies at Town Hall for a charge of $2.50 per copy.

· Christmas Light Winners are as follows: Residential - Paul & Robin Winter, Andy & Jenny Knauff, and Dick & Karen Beachy.  Commercial - Blue Moon Antiques, Deb-est U Can Be, and Spinning Wheel Antiques.
· Tree Recycling will be held on January 5 & 6, 2006.  Trees may be dropped off at the Meadow Mountain Landfill or Town Hall before those dates.

· Larry Bender will possibly be attending a future meeting to request a Lead Paint Wavier which will allow for him to postpone removing the lead paint for the exterior of his property located at 102 Main Street until weather permits.

· Edna McKenzie would like to request that the snow on the sidewalk in front of her residence at 167 Main Street not be blown into her yard.  This snow contains chemicals from the State Highway that kills her grass and bushes.  This is a small area anyway and The Mayor and Council feel that the only way this can be prevented is if the Town does not clean this area any longer and Mrs. McKenzie finds an alternate way for the snow to be removed.  Mrs. McKenzie will be contacted and one of the two ideas will be decided upon.

· Council Reports: 
· Councilman Shapiro declared the 2000 pick up with a plow as surplus.  He then made a motion that the truck be advertised for sealed bids no less than $10,000.00 to start.  Councilman Wilburn seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  The Clerk will advertise in The Republican the The Cumberland Times News.

· Councilman Gillum would like for new name tags to be ordered for those who would like them.  Name, Town Council, Grantsville will be on the new name badges.

· Councilman Shapiro made a motion that the meeting on January 16 begin at 6PM instead of 7PM.  Councilman Jones seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned 9:15PM

