MINUTES FROM TOWN MEETING

NOVEMBER 6, 2006

Guests:  Jack Caruthers, Cathy Ashby – Ruth Enlow Library; Sue VanSickle, Michelle Broadwater – Town Annexation; Sean Beachy, Gerry Beachy – New House Construction; Deputy Aaron Wilson – Sheriff’s Department.

Council in Attendance:  Ronald Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Jim Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards.

Staff in Attendance:  Administrator – Joe McRobie, Clerk/Treas. – Robin Jones.

Minutes:  The minutes were approved as written.

Ruth Enlow Library:  Ms. Ashby appeared before council to request the town’s services to plow the library parking lot this winter.  They have had a contract with a private individual in the past but the person no longer wishes to plow the lot.  Mayor Edwards referred to minutes from a meeting held on October 18, 2004 that read “Consensus of the Council is to adhere to the policy of the past which is no snow plowing of private property due to liability concerns.”  Ms. Ashby pointed out that the library is not private property; it is a branch of the County Government.  Councilman Shapiro feels that if the town provides plowing services to the library then other establishments in town would come and request the same and this issue could grow out of control.  Councilman Diehl would like for Ms. Ashby to contact the County or the State and see if they would be able to plow the lot.  Ms. Ashby believes that the County contracts out for someone to plow the county roads lot and therefore this would not be possible.  Ms. Ashby will contact the County and see what their response is and then possibly need to re-appear before council a second time.  

Sean Beachy:  Mr. Beachy is in the process of having a house constructed at 208 Grant Street, Grantsville.  The contractors have discovered that the town’s water line is on the same side of Grant Street as Mr. Beachy’s house; however the sewer line is not.  Mr. Beachy would like to know who is responsible to get the sewer line across Grant Street so he is able to connect to it.  After a lengthy discussion Councilman Diehl moved that the town would be responsible to run the sewer line across the street to the other side and then Mr. Beachy would be responsible to get it to his property line.  The second part of the motion stated that this would also hold true for all future lines that needs to be extended across town property and not private property.  Councilman Shapiro seconded. Motion carried.  
Deputy Wilson:  Deputy Wilson appeared before the Mayor and Council to thank them for allowing the Sheriff’s Department to use the conference room at town hall as an extension office.  He also offered his assistance in case there is ever a problem with their occupancy of the room.  The Mayor stated that the Sheriff’s Department’s presence in town has been noticed by several different individuals that have made comments to him personally.  The Mayor also feels that some of the vandalism in the park has subsided since they have started to use the room.

Town Annexation:  Mrs. VanSickle and Mrs. Broadwater attended the meeting to observe the results of the recent annexation survey that was mailed to property owners that the town is considering annexing.  The Mayor reported all letters that were not returned will be counted as a No.  At present the Rt. 40 Project has a 77.4% in favor when considering property values.  The Town will need to calculate the qualified voters before a final percentage can be quoted.  The Dorsey Hotel Rd. Project has a 95.5% in favor when considering property values.  These qualified voters will also need to be established before further action is taken.  Combined there is an over all 85.5% in favor of annexation.  The total acreage to be added to town limits currently stands at 686 acres.  The Town will not be able to extend water down Rt. 40 by attaching it to the underneath of the Casselman Bridge; they will need to place the piping under the Casselman River as was done with the sewer lines.  The Administrator will check with John Nelson to see what exactly constitutes a qualified voter.  Some of the next steps that will need to be followed are as follows: 1) Issuance of a Resolution, 2) Verifying qualified voters, 3) Public Hearings, 4) Provide an outline of the extension of services and a plat to John Nelson (County), 5) Advertise and then wait 45 days and then there is another 45 day waiting period before the new property is officially annexed.  This altogether is a 3-6 month process.
MML at Lonaconing:  The next meeting of MML will be hosted by Lonaconing; there will be officials there from MML that will brief everyone on the changes made at the Fall MML Convention in Annapolis.  Councilman Gillum can attend but would like someone to go with him.  Councilman Shapiro will check his calendar.
Planning Commission Update:  This meeting was held on 10/23/06.  The main topic of discussion was changing the area from Rt. 40 back to Parkside Estates to Town Center from the current standing of Town Residential.  The Planning Commission decided to allow the area from Rt. 40 to Miller Street to be changed to Town Center.  They however, will not grant the Town Center status all the way to Parkside Estates.  Councilman Shapiro would like clarification on whether the Planning Commission makes recommendations and the Council has the final word or whether it is the reverse.

GGBA Meeting Update:  This meeting was held on 10/25/06 with The Administrator attending.  The main topic of discussion for the morning was the in town businesses that would use curb side pick up are very much interested in the town offering commercial garbage pick up.
GCM, Inc. Update:  The latest meeting of GCM was held on 11/1/06.  Issues discussed were 1) municipal garbage collection – the idea of acquiring the special receptacle trucks has been dismissed.  However, there is still discussion of buying a couple of regular trucks and hiring a crew to operate the trucks.  Six of the eight municipality’s contracts expire at the end of June 2007. 2) Wish list – a list of large tag items was compiled by each of the municipalities in hopes of purchasing and sharing the equipment when needed.  The top two items on the list are an industrial chipper and a boom lift.  Further research shows that Grantsville’s part of funding would amount to $1,502.82.  This is a one time fee and these items would be available when needed.  Consensus of Council is to participate in the grant if all the other towns are in agreement, but if there are other towns that wish not to participate to opt with them.
Maddawgs Football Field Update:  The Administrator has spoken to the Manager of Starner Hill Apartments and they are very much in favor of allowing the town to use a portion of their property to construct a football field.  The field would need to be placed diagonally which would allow the pulling track and walking track to remain as it is.  A letter has been submitted to the main office of the Starner Hill Establishment and a response has been guaranteed within 10 days.  The idea of expanding the field a few more yards to accommodate the Steelers team also came up.  However, there is not enough area to accommodate their regulations.
Hershberger Lane:  The Maryland Historical Trust is on a timeline of November 17 to reply to our request to level the property located at 171 Main Street.  The Administrator will contact the Trust if no response is supplied by this date.

Robert Speicher’s Lot:  There was some discrepancy of where the property line was for Mr. Speicher’s lot located at the intersection of Pennsylvania Ave. and Miller Street.  The Administrator contacted Robert McKenzie the surveyor of the property and provided him with the town deed and Mr. Speicher’s deed which read different specs.  Mr. McKenzie found that when the town was granted a strip of land that totaled 1,080 sq. feet and ran along Miller Street, the deed wasn’t recorded at the courthouse and then Neva Georg sold the same piece of property to Mr. Speicher.  Mr. Speicher does own the complete piece of property.  Before this discovery, the town had offered Mr. Speicher $25,000.00 to purchase his property based on an appraisal done by Hill and Vale Realty.  Mr. Speicher would like another appraisal to be completed and then renegotiation can begin based on the new information and the second set of figures.

Verizon Lot:  The town is in the final stages of purchasing the lot from Verizon for the figure of $12,000.00

Dave & Jodi Stein:  There will be a zoning hearing on 11/20/06 beginning at 6:30PM at Town Hall to decide the final designation of the property located at the intersection of Hershberger Ave. and Miller Street.  The property has been requested to be zoned as Town Center instead of Town Residential.

Next Meeting:  The next council meeting will be held on Monday, November 20, 2006 beginning at 7PM.

Clerk Report:

· Employee Appreciation Dinner:  The dinner will be held on Wednesday, December 13, 2006 beginning at 6PM at Penn Alps.  Invitations will be mailed at a later date.
· Electricity Co-op Comparison:  An excel chart was provided to all in attendance showing the savings the town has incurred for the two months it has participated in the co-op through Garrett County Community Action.

Administrator Report:

· Lot #11:  Keystone Paving is ready to install the base coat on Parkside Estates Phase II.  Dirk Yoder has already installed the water and sewer taps to lot #’s 9 and 10.  The Administrator wanted Council’s thoughts on having the taps installed to lot #11 before the road is installed.  Consensus was to have the taps installed before paving.
· Christmas Bonuses:  Council chose to have the bonuses remain the same as last year.
· Christmas and New Year’s Holidays:  Both holidays fall on a Monday this year and at an earlier meeting council stated that they would decide closer to each holiday as to whether additional days would be granted.  This was tabled until a later meeting.
· Softball Field:  The Administrator spoke to Danny Keller who has been affiliated with the Hot Stove Baseball League through the years and received information that expanding the existing softball field is not really necessary.  Grantsville’s field is already better than some of the other fields used by the organization.  The only possible improvement that could be made is to heighten the outfield fence by a few feet.
· Sidewalk Curbing:  The State Highway Administration has awarded the town $17,000.00 to add curbing to the sidewalk located in front of Gary Lawson’s property.
Mayor Report:

· Utility Pole on Dorsey Hotel Rd.:  The Administrator provided information that this pole will finally be removed on Tuesday, November 7, 2006.
· Water Meters:  The Clerk provided information that new water meters have been installed on all requested locations with the exception of Kingdom Hall.  They have not contacted Town Hall to acquire a meter and the assembly kit needed.  The Administrator will check further into this.
· Dave Bicker:  The Code Enforcement Officer has issued warnings to Mr. Bicker regarding the unlicensed vehicles and rubbish and debris that occupies his property.  He has also granted a 30 day extension.  The Mayor feels that it is time to complete the process.  He would like the council’s opinion on checking to see if Mr. Bicker would allow the town to use the pile of mulch that is there and the town would also remove the old tires at a cost of $2.00 per tire to be paid by Mr. Bicker.  Several individuals were seen on Mr. Bicker’s property before tonight’s meeting and the Mayor will see if anything has been disposed of before taking further action.
· Outdoor Furnaces:  A recent letter in the Cumberland Times News states that outdoor furnaces are not actually illegal.  No manufacturer makes one that meets the State of Maryland’s standards.
· Storm water Pond Fountains:  It has been recommended that these fountains be removed for the winter months.  If there is a power outage and they are left to freeze they will be ruined and this is not covered under the warranty.  Consensus of the Council was to remove the fountains.  The Administrator will see about acquiring a boat to use to collect the fountains.
· Commercial Garbage Pick up:  An Ordinance needs to be drafted before the town can incorporate commercial garbage pick up into the system.  A draft ordinance will be ready for the November 20 meeting and if agreed upon a public hearing will be scheduled to have the ordinance added.
· Water and Sewer Issues:  More information is being sought before a determination is made as to whether the town can require someone to hook on to the public water and sewer system.  State regulations will need to be considered before a decision is made.  The Mayor will speak with John Hershberger to see if he is interested in connecting to the town water system.  Council agreed to waive the tap fees for John Hershberger if he wants to be connected. 
Council Reports:

· Councilman Jones:  Welcome to Grantsville Arch:  He would like to know if Kenney Signs was ever contacted in regards to making the arch sit higher up.  Councilman Shapiro would like to see the arch remain as it is with the possibility of it being relocated to the entrance of Hershberger Lane when the extension is complete.  The Mayor also feels that there is a possibility of the Rob Wilt property being demolished and new construction taking place which may clear the area and allow for better viewing of the arch.  The State Highway did clear some of the brush from around the arch which helped.
· Grant Street and Bittinger Lane:  The runoff water that comes down Grant Street and onto Bittinger Lane completely misses the storm water grate on Bittinger Lane.  It veers off and runs into William Jones’ driveway.  A solution may be to cut a small ditch down the center on Bittinger Lane to route the water into the grate.
· Councilman Diehl:  Hill Street Streetlight:  This light is not working once again.  The Clerk will contact Allegheny Power and get it fixed.
· Dump Truck:  The truck is currently at Diehl’s Ford Sales awaiting a new power steering pump that has been ordered.  This pump also controls the brake boost.  The pump should be here on Tuesday, November 7 and the truck should be finished some time later that day.
· Councilman Shapiro:  Summer’s Property:  Tim Thomas sign is still on the Summer’s Property and needs to be removed.  He also would like to know if more information has been received concerning the formula DHCD will use to calculate the payback amount if the town sells the property before the 5 year period has expired.  The Clerk has e-mailed Cindy Stone with CDBG and she is forwarding the question to Les Hall with DHCD for his response.
· Councilman Gillum:  Bob Leece:  Mr. Leece has a stream of water coming off of Rt. 40 that drains directly into his yard.  He has spoken with State Highway and they are providing no assistance in the matter.  The Administrator will have the town employees check to see how the problem can be fixed.
Meeting adjourned 9:50PM.
