MINUTES FROM TOWN MEETING

NOVEMBER 20, 2006

Guests:  James Rephann

Council in Attendance:  Ronald Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, James Wilburn, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Administrator - Joe McRobie, Clerk/Treas. – Robin Jones

Minutes:  The minutes were approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Diehl moved to approve the financial report.  Councilman Wilburn seconded.  Motion carried.

Christmas Events:  The town employees will be in charge of decorating the tree in the Park.  The Head Start will be contacted to see if they are interested in decorating the smaller one.  Christmas in the Village will be held at Spruce Forest Artisian Village on December 2 and 3rd.  The annual light judging contest will be held on December 16, 2006.

Zoning Change:  At the public hearing held at 6:30 this evening concerns and items were discussed that pertained to the changing of zoning from Town Residential to Town Center for Lot #242.  Dave and Jodi Stein have purchased this plot of property and are interested in building a pizza/ice cream shop on the property.  This would negate a change in zoning.  Councilman Shapiro moved to change the zoning.  Councilman Gillum seconded.  Motion carried.

Hot Spots:  The Hot Spots meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 21 at 9AM.  The Administrator received information before tonight’s meeting that this is cancelled.

Office Closed:  The town office will be closed on Thursday, November 23 and Friday, November 24, 2006 in observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Monday, December 4, 2006 at 7PM at town hall.

Administrator Report:
· The Administrator provided a listing of open issues and the details to the Mayor and Council members.
· Issue #1 – Hershberger Lane Extension:  Tim Tamburrino from Maryland Historical Trust contacted The Administrator with information that Mr. Jack Caruthers narrative on the Gary Yoder Property has been accepted.  The Administrator had to provide the Trust with 5X7 black and white photos with an explanation on the back of each photo using a #1 or 4A/4B pencil.  The photos and negatives have been sent to the Trust.   
· Issue #7 – Northern Garrett Water Plan:  The plan contains the possibility of 4 new wells being located north of Rt. 40.  The town wells will connect to the Negro Mountain storage tanks.  The Department of Public Utilities will utilize the other two and will no longer be the town’s customers.
· Issue #8 – Robert Speicher Property:  The town had recently offered Mr. Speicher $15,000.00 for this lot and was turned down.  The first appraisal came in at $25,450.00 and we are waiting on the second appraisal.  The current dollar figure per square foot is $2.50.  This would bring the dollar figure for 9,657 sq. ft. to $28,681.29.  Consensus of Council is to offer Mr. Speicher $28,681.29 and proceed from there.
· Issue #14 – Sidewalks to Chipmunk Park:  The current plan for Chipmunk Park is for the State to install gravel walkways in the park to increase traffic but to not offer public restrooms.  The Town is interested in installing water lines in the same trenches that will be open for the sidewalk installation.  Council expressed concern of installing water lines under 4” of concrete due to problems or leaks arising.  The Administrator assured Council that the lines will not be installed under the sidewalk.  Doing the water line at the same time would allow for the traffic to only be disrupted once.
· Issue #21 – Annexation:  The total percentage of registered voters involved in the annexation is 65% not counting commercial property.  Bowman Surveying is completing a survey and then a resolution can be drafted.  Rodney Youmans and Dave Maust have had concerns in annexing their property in the past.  Mr. Youmans is now in the process of selling his property to the MD DNR so his property no longer has an issue.  Mr. Maust would like for his property to be re-zoned if he is annexed.
· Water/Sewer Connections:  The Administrator spoke to Rick Shoemaker from DPU and received information that Garrett County does not have a sewer regulation that states whether or not a property owner has to legally be hooked onto public sewer.  They just request that any property owner who’s property fronts a sewer line must be hooked on.  Mayor Edwards feels we really need to check into MD state regulations before proceeding any further with this issue.
· Closetmaid Signs:  Closetmaid has submitted an application for the signs that are to be installed at the entrance to Closetmaid in the Industrial Park.  Everything is alright with the applications, Planning and Zoning will approve the installation.
· Grants on Line Seminar:  The Administrator received literature regarding a seminar for applying to grants on line.  The Mayor feels that since the Circuit Rider – Barbara Briggs was hired that this could be part of her responsibility. 
Mayor Report:

· Town Meetings:  The Mayor would like to find a way to shorten each meeting.  One suggestion is to limit discussion at the public meeting to necessary issues.  Small issues such as broken street lights, water run-offs, etc. can be called into town hall and reported to the Administrator on a daily basis.
· Personal Vehicle Usage:   The Administrator was given permission approximately 2 meetings ago to be allowed one tank of gas per month for using his personal vehicle.  The Administrator reported that he has been charging gas about every 100 - 150 miles on his car.  Council expressed concern that this is why the town purchased the S-10 pick up to be used by the Administrator.  Heath Martin uses the S-10 for lawn clippings pick-up, newspaper recycling, etc.  Council feels that the dump truck can be used just as much as the S-10.  Councilman Wilburn feels that the town vehicles should be used as much as possible for town business.  Whenever it is necessary to use a private vehicle for anything over 15 miles round trip the employee can claim mileage.  Councilman Diehl moved to approve.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried. 
Council Reports:

· Councilman Diehl:  Bio Spectrum Chemicals:  A new company is establishing in the Industrial Park.  According to Councilman Shapiro they will be employing 7 local employees and will deal with chemical testing for other companies.  They will also be used as a warehouse facility.  The Administrator will check around to see if this is something the Grantsville Fire Department should be made aware of due to the chemical storage.
· Dave Bicker:  Councilman Gillum questioned as to the status of the complaint filed against Dave Bicker for Debris, Trash, and Rubbish.  The Administrator stated that the ash pile has been removed and several of the un-licensed vehicles have also been removed.  There are two pick ups still there – one is being fixed up to put on the road and he is using the other for parts.  Mr. Bicker is going to take the tires and wheels to Guy’s Tire Shop and Rodney Youman is to buy the sidewalk brick.  The Administrator offered Mr. Bicker his help in the evenings if he wanted it.  Consensus of Council is for Mayor Edwards to contact Dan Hauger – Code Enforcement Officer and give Mr. Bicker 30 days to remove all debris and if the deadline is not met a fine will be imposed.
· Councilman Shapiro: Sheriff’s Department:  Councilman Shapiro has been approached by several individuals stating that they are very happy to see the sheriff’s department’s presence in the town.  Mayor Edwards spoke to Sheriff Elect Gary Berkebile and he is very pleased with the results this arrangement has produced in such a short period of time.  Councilman Wilburn suggested that a letter of recognition be sent to the Sheriff’s Department Main Office.
Meeting adjourned 8PM.

