MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

OCTOBER 2, 2006

Guests:  Sheriff Elect – Gary Berkebile, Deputy Dan Duggan.

Council in Attendance:  Ronald Gillum, Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Staff in Attendance:  Town Administrator – Joe McRobie, Clerk/Treas. – Robin Jones

Minutes:  Minutes were approved as written.

Garrett County Sheriff’s Department:  The Department would like to locate a place in Grantsville, Accident, or Friendsville that would be available to have a satellite office.  Officers currently are required to investigate incidents and then return to the Oakland barracks to complete the necessary paperwork.  A location in the Northern end of the County would allow for more coverage in the general area.  They have been in contact with Garrett County Community Action regarding the possibility of using a space in the Grantsville Outreach Center and were met with a $400.00 per month rental fee.  They will have to incorporate this into next year’s budget before this could become a possibility.  They are only interested in acquiring a room with easy access at any hour of the day for paperwork completion, interrogation of people, and other various functions that may present themselves.  They would also need an area for a desk, a couple of chairs, and a computer hook-up with internet access.  Deputy Dan Duggan, Deputy Sam Thomas, and Deputy Aaron Wilson would be assigned to the three town areas mentioned above and provide more hours of coverage than is provided currently.  Consensus of Council was to allow the Council Chambers to be accessed using the key pad locking system that was installed several years ago.  There will not be a charge for using the room as this will benefit Grantsville.
Softball Light Installation:  The Administrator explained to the Mayor and Council that there was a misunderstanding on the bids that were received from I & Y Construction and Beitzel Corporation at the last meeting.  There was a line item labeled 25-Year Life Cycle Operating Cost Total.  In both of the bids the dollar figure was $42,243.00 which was added into the total cost of the proposals.  This figure was actually a savings that the town would incur by using Musco Lighting over a 25 year period.  Council agreed that even with the misunderstanding that the bottom line dollar figures are still more than the town can incur at this time.  The avenue in which Council will proceed was postponed until a later meeting.
Maddawgs Football/Pulling Track:  The Mayor, Councilman Jones, and Tim Bender met with several key people from the Maddawgs Football Organization to discuss an area in the Park that would be suitable for a football field.  Several suggestions were taken into consideration, one of which included moving or removing the tractor pulling track that currently exists in the Park.  Franklin Broadwater was contacted and asked to join everyone at the Park.  Mr. Broadwater organizes and oversees the tractor pulls that are currently held mainly at Grantsville Days in June.  Mr. Broadwater would not object to having the pulling track re-located in another area of the Park and would welcome the change so as to rebuild the track using pulling clay instead of the current packed gravel track.  Council also considered the option of doing away with the track altogether seeing that it is only used one time a year at present.  Mr. Broadwater stated that if the track was rebuilt there was a possibility of holding possibly two or three more events throughout the summer months on week-ends.  This decision was postponed until a comprehensive plan could be completed and submitted to make sure all changes being made are done in the right order.  Council does not want to proceed with something and then redo it in the future.
Proclamation – National Code Compliance Month – October 2006:  Councilman Shapiro moved to proclaim October National Code Compliance Month.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.

Trick or Treat:  Trick or Treat will be held on Tuesday, October 31 from 5:30 to 7:30PM.  Town residents wishing to participate will have their porch lights turned on.

SHA Meeting Update 9-28-06:  The Administrator attended a meeting with the State Highway Administration at the Woodmont Rod and Gun Club on 9-28-06.  This meeting primarily covered the issue of the acquisition of state property using federal funding.  Some of the information collected may assist in acquiring deeds for the parklet located at the corner of Rt. 669 and Rt. 40, and also the park and ride located on Rt. 495.

Farmers Market:  The final farmers markets will be held on Wednesday, October 4 and October 11, 2006.  Rich Towers is considering a possible charge for setting up next year since we have operated for 1 year.

Annexation Hearing:  This hearing will be held on Thursday, October 5, 2006 beginning at 7PM at the Grantsville Outreach Center.

Annexation Discussion:  This hearing is more of a question and answer session for everyone involved in the possible annexation.  The Mayor will follow MML Guidelines for the process of completing an annexation.  First the hearing, then mail letters questioning willingness to participate in the annexation, once letters are received and there are 25% or more property owners and property values then a resolution is drafted and presented to Council.  These are the first in a series of several steps that will need to be completed before the annexation is complete.  The Mayor will request that the letters pertaining to willingness to participate be returned by Friday, November 3, 2006.  A decision to proceed will be reached at Monday’s Council Meeting dated November 6, 2006.  
Road Leading to Vansickle Property:  A preliminary quote to pave the road into VanSickle’s and Broadwater’s property is $9,350.00.  The State Highway Administration evaluated the bridge located on the same road and deemed that it is structurally sound but the appearance is lacking.  They recommended guardrails be installed.  It could possibly remain a one lane bridge and widen after crossing to two lanes for snow removal purposes.  To install a 2” water line back this road will cost approximately $600.00 in materials.  Town employees can dig the trench and install the line during regular business hours.  Consensus of the Council is that we could request $250.00 from each of the 4 households (VanSickle, Broadwater, Shunk, and Tice) that this line would service to cover the cost of the materials and the town will provide the labor for installation.

Next Meeting:  Monday, October 16, 2006 beginning at 7PM at Town Hall.

Clerk Report:

· Water Meters:  A letter was mailed to all locations that do not have water meters requesting them to pick up the meter parts at town hall during normal business hours.  They are required to have the meters installed and operational by October 31, 2006.
· Storm water Pond:  Mr. John Frank would like to see a ring buoy made available at the storm water pond in case of emergency.  Consensus of the Council is that the buoy would probably be removed unlawfully within 24 hours of placement.
· Autumn in the Park:  Grantsville Involvement Group will hold Autumn in the Park on Saturday, October 7, 2006 at Pavilion #1 from 3-6PM.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

Mayor Report: 

· Crystal Ogden:  Ms. Ogden resides on Locker Lane and has not hooked onto the town water and sewer line.  The Clerk has been instructed by the Mayor to write her a letter stating that since she resides inside the town limits, a monthly billing must be issued for Bay Restoration Fund and garbage pickup as per town regulations.
· Summers Proposal:  The Clerk will contact Toni O’Donnell and request a façade plan and a more concrete description of the building they are proposing.  She will also ask Mrs. O’Donnell to provide a time line for beginning of construction to completion of construction.  The information will be required within 60 days from request.  The Mayor also feels that Mr. Tim Thomas will need to remove the existing sign on the property.

Administrator Report:

· C&P Telephone Lot:  Appraisals for the Lot are $14,800.00 and $23,700.00.  
· Gary Yoder Property:  The Maryland Historical Trust has issued a Memorandum of Agreement to the town.  Meg Ellis with Economic Development will help with the translation.  The Trust is requiring the town to document everything that is done with the property in the form of pictures and write-ups and then be transferred into a book form for future reference.

· ClosetMaid:  The Administrator met with officials from ClosetMaid and the Grantsville Fire Department regarding fire flows, etc. for the new structure.  They plan to be operational by January 2, 2007.  Distribution will begin in January and Production will begin sometime in June of 2007.  They will use approximately 10,000 to 15,000 gallons of water per day.  They plan to begin hiring sometime later this week.  Andy Martin is the Maintenance Manager and Dave Patterson is the Plant Manager.
Council Reports:

· Councilman Diehl:  Bay Restoration Funds:  Someone should be contacted as to whether bay restoration funds could be acquired to assist in the installation of stormwater drainage on the parking area located on the C&P Lot should the town purchase it.  Also, possibly Larry Brenneman could be contacted as to the possibility of a French Drain being located there to deal with this issue also.
· Councilman Gillum:  Western Maryland Truck Show:  He feels that a contract should be drafted spelling out all the details of the condition the park should be left in when the event concludes, the dollar figure of $1,000.00 that was agreed upon, and a date when the rental fee will be due to town hall.  In the past, verbal details discussed were not held to and he wants to avoid this from happening again.
· Councilman Jones:  Welcome to Grantsville Arch:  Councilman Jones was under the impression that the installation of the arch by Kenney Signs was at no charge.  Recently he found out that the actual cost was $2,000.00 and feels that Kenney Signs should be contacted and requested to come back and install the sign at a taller height so it can be seen properly.  The Administrator explained that the installation bill will be submitted to Streetscape program and paid for by that funding source.

· Councilman Diehl:  Danny Keller’s Streetlight:  Councilman Diehl reported that the street light in front of Danny Keller’s property on Hill Street has been repaired.

Welcome to Grantsville Arch:  The Mayor added that the trees located behind the arch are the property of State Highway and maybe we could get approval to cut them down or thin them out a little.  Also, a flower planter may be installed by GGBA at the base of the arch and also some lights to be used at night.  Rob Wilt’s property located behind the arch has also been sold and there is a possibility it will be torn down and re-developed which may make the sign more visible.

Stop Signs:  At an earlier meeting the possibility of purchasing new more attractive stop signs was discussed.  The Mayor received a quote of $2,000.00 per sign.  This will have to be discussed at a later meeting when funding becomes available.

Meeting adjourned 9:20PM.

