MINUTES FOR TOWN MEETING

OCTOBER 16, 2006

Council in Attendance:  Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Allen Shapiro, and Mayor Paul Edwards

Guests:  Barbara Briggs – Circuit Rider, Jim McFarland and Rick Sebold – Western Maryland Truck Show

Staff in Attendance:  Administrator – Joe McRobie, Clerk/Treasurer – Robin Jones

Minutes:  The minutes were approved as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Shapiro moved to accept the financial report.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.

Barbara Briggs:  Mrs. Briggs has been hired as the county circuit rider.  She appeared at this evenings meeting to introduce herself to the council members she had not yet been met.  She also wanted to give a brief overview of issues she is able to assist each town with.  Some of the areas she will be helpful in are as follows: annexation, writing ads for demolitions, projects, etc., writing of job descriptions, and the Main Street Project just to name a few.  She will attend council meetings when requested to do so by the individual towns or when there is an issue of importance that she wishes to bring to each council’s attention.  

NHS Basketball Program:  Mayor Edwards inquired as to whether the Council was once again interested in advertising in this year’s basketball program.  In previous years the town has taken out a $50.00 ad.  Councilman Jones moved to once again run a $50.00 advertisement.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.

Commercial Garbage Pick Up:  Mayor Edwards stressed that at this time offering garbage pick up to businesses that we are interested in annexing is one of the only advantages for a business to annex.  We can also offer recycling of newspapers and aluminum cans to places such as Grantsville Station and Grantsville Market and anyone else that may be interested in participating.  Councilman Shapiro feels that cardboard recycling would also help a lot of local businesses.  This would also keep down the tonnage which in turn will lower costs that the town would have to cover upon taking over commercial garbage pick up.  Councilman Jones moved to offer curb side garbage pick up to all in town businesses for a cost of $12.00 per month.  Councilman Shapiro seconded.  Motion carried.  Commercial dumpster pick up will be discussed at a later meeting.  The Clerk will draft a letter to be mailed to in town businesses offering the curb side pick up.
Water Use Ordinance:  The Town of Grantsville does not have a water use ordinance in effect.  The Mayor questioned Council as to whether they thought is was necessary to research other municipalities and possibly MML to see if Grantsville would benefit from having rules of how close a property can be to a public water line before they legally have to be connected and served by the town.  Consensus of the Council was to research this idea further and discuss it at a later meeting.

Sewer Use Ordinance Amendment:  Grantsville’s current sewer use ordinance needs to be updated from the original one drafted in 1985.  Now that Garrett County has a Code Enforcement Officer; violations can no longer be referred to as misdemeanors, they must be referred to as municipal infractions.  The Clerk will contact Barbara Briggs and MML to update the current sewer use ordinance.  Councilman Shapiro moved to update this ordinance as soon as possible.  Councilman Diehl seconded.  Motion carried.

Western Maryland Truck Show:  Jim McFarland and Rick Sebold attended this evening’s meeting to inquire about the changes that they have heard are going to be made in the park and how this will affect their event in August 2007.  They are curious about the football field installation, moving the softball field, and moving the pulling track.  The possibility of holding a tractor pull during the truck show was in the works and removing the pulling track or even relocating it may present a problem.  They also expressed concern over enough space to locate vendors and trucks if the softball field is under construction at this time.  They are planning to invite local vendors such as Grantsville Rotary, Grantsville Lions, AYSO Soccer, etc. to sell all of the food and beverages during the truck show.  They are also planning to raffle off a semi-truck and expect this to draw spectators in the area of 10,000 people.  Mayor and Council agreed that this could be a huge success for the truck show and also the local businesses in Grantsville.  The Mayor urged Mr. McFarland and Mr. Sebold to continue with their current plans and he will meet with them several times before the event to make sure everything will come together as planned.  The Town will support them in any way we can to make the event a success.

ARC Update:  The Administrator attended a meeting hosted by the Appalachian Regional Conference on 10/03/06.  He reported that he is currently filling out an application to acquire a $240,000.00 grant from ARC to assist in the construction of Hershberger Lane Extension.  We are also in line to receive a grant from Community Legacy in the amount of $250,000.00.  And finally with the help of USDA we will secure all funding necessary to complete the project.
GCM Update:  Garrett County Municipalities, Inc. met on 10/04/06.  The main topic of discussion was the issue of the municipalities combining to offer their own garbage pick up.

CDBG Update:  The Administrator and The Clerk met with Les Hall, Ronald Waters, and Cindy Stone from Community Development Block Grant and Department of Housing and Community Development on 10/10/06 to clarify some issues concerning the Summers Property Demolition.  Mr. Hall explained that if the town chose to sell the property before the 5 year period has ended there is a specific formula that is followed considering repayment of the funding.  He also wanted to re-stress that if the town remains in ownership of the property for the 5 year period the business built on the site would be required to employ 51% LMI (low to moderate income) employees.

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held on Monday, November 6, 2006 beginning at 7PM at Town Hall.

Clerk Report:

· Summers Proposals:  The Clerk contacted Toni O’Donnell and requested that a more concrete plan for their structure be ready to be presented at the council meeting of December 4, 2006.  She will also provide a timeline as to when the building construction would begin and be completed and ready to be occupied.
· Anniversary:  The Clerk’s 3 year anniversary of working for the town is Friday, October 20.

· New Phones:  Bill Hetrick and Keith Durst’s contracts on their cell phones from US Cellular have expired.  The Clerk went to LaVale and purchased new camera phones for them that will allow for pictures to be taken on the spot of necessary water line breaks, vandalism, etc.

Mayor Report:

· Annexation Issues:  The Mayor will draft a letter to the VanSickle’s, Broadwater’s, and the Shunk’s letting them know that the town will be taking over the road that leads to their property.  This letter will also lock in the $250.00 figure that each household would be responsible to pay to have water lines run to their property lines.  The letter will also contain a guarantee that even with the change of Mayor and Council members this would remain a binding contract between the property owners and the town.
· Annexation Letters:  The Administrator should start contacting everyone who has not returned their letters on October 30, 2006.
· Outdoor Furnaces:  Recently the state has made a real effort through newspaper media to let residents of Maryland know that outdoor furnaces are illegal throughout the state.  The Town has received a memo that the Mayor is requesting be photo copied and delivered to all town residents in the near future.  If anyone calls town hall requesting information, they should be directed to call the state directly.
· Maddawgs Football Field:  The Mayor inquired as to the feelings of the Council on the installation of a football field.  Councilman Jones and Councilman Shapiro expressed that they definitely see a need to construct a football field for the Maddawgs.  Several avenues to complete the project are: 1) remove the pulling track, 2) relocate the pulling track, 3) purchase some land from Starner Hill Apartments, and 4) contact Gary Brant to see if he would be willing to sell his property.
Administrator Report:

· MD Historical Trust:  Jack Caruthers has written an article regarding the past history of the Gary Yoder Property.  This article will be sent to the Trust with photos of the current condition of the house and garage.  The Trust will then have 30 days to review and either accept or reject our proposal.
· Open Issues List:  The Administrator presented a list of items and their status of completion to the Mayor and Council members.  Councilman Shapiro would like to see a new column added that will allow the Council to see when the last action was taken on each particular item.
· Planning Commission Meeting:  The next meeting of the Planning Commission will discuss the possibility of changing the designation from town residential to town center for the area running from Rt. 40 back Hershberger Lane when the extension is complete.  This would possibly allow for the property Dr. Mankamyer just purchased to be included in this designation and this would cancel out the need for a special exception.
· Personal Vehicle Usage:  The Administrator drives his personal vehicle to Oakland and other locations for meetings he attends and would like to know if he would be allowed to charge one tank of gas per month to the town.  Consensus was that this would be allowed.
Council Reports:

· Councilman Diehl:  Christ Lutheran Church Water Meter:  The meter at the church has been located and Councilman Diehl would be willing to meet with the meter readers once every quarter to let them in to read the meter.  The Town could then bill the church quarterly.  The Mayor feels that since the town’s goal is to get every one on the same page this would not be feasible.  Councilman Diehl feels that since there is already a meter there, and according to discussions at past meetings, that the church should not have to pay a plumber to install one of the new meters.  He feels that the town employees should replace it at the town’s cost.  The Mayor instructed the Clerk to have the town employees install a new meter at the church when time allowed.  The town employees will contact Councilman Diehl and he will let them in the church when they are ready.
· Councilman Shapiro:  Head Start:  New rules and regulations prohibit the Grantsville Head Start from using any area that is not fenced in.  Councilman Shapiro questioned as to whether the town would consider fencing in the new playground so that the head start would be allowed to play on the equipment.  The Mayor feels that since Garrett County Community Action recently acquired funding to build a new head start onto the Grantsville Elementary School that this would be unnecessary money spent.
· Storm water Pond Fountains:  Councilman Shapiro inquired as to what will be done with the fountains over the winter.  The Administrator stated that the town is going to leave the fountains in the pond and running over the winter months.
· Benches for the Storm water Pond:  The Administrator will ask all participants of the next GGBA Meeting if they would be interested in sponsoring a bench to be located around the pond.
· Yoder’s, Inc.:  Councilman Shapiro would like to see the meter at Yoder’s, Inc. removed since the building is no longer occupied and we had to waive all previous charges due to the bill not being paid.  The Mayor asked that the town employees remove the meter when time allows.
· Church Street:  Councilman Shapiro questioned as to whether Valerie Pappe and Rodney Youmans had reimbursed the town for the surveying costs incurred to split the abandoned street.  The Clerk will issue a billing this week to be reimbursed in full.
Properties not connected to Water and Sewer:  There are several properties in the town limits that have not connected to public sewer and water systems.  The Administrator has been instructed to draft a letter to these property owners requesting them to make arrangements to be connected.  Several properties included will be: Crystal Ogden, Adelphia Cable, Pine Accents, and Victor Holler.

Meeting Adjourned 10:15PM.

