MINUTES FOR MEETING

JANUARY 16, 2006

Council in Attendance:  Sean Jones, Mark Diehl, Allen Shapiro, and Vice President Ronald Gillum presiding in Mayor Paul Edwards absence.

Staff in Attendance:  Administrator – Joe McRobie, Clerk – Robin Jones

Guests:  Resident – Bob Leece, Resident – Gary Wilt (water rate increase), Rich Towers – Farmers Market, Wendell Beitzel – Candidate for House of Delegates, Gerry & Sue Beachy – Torva Sister City Representation.

Councilman Gillum called the meeting to order at 6PM.

Mark Diehl:  Council welcomed the newest member of Council Mr. Mark Diehl who filled Councilman McRobie’s vacated position when he accepted the Town Administrator Position.

Wendell Beitzel:  Mr. Beitzel introduced himself to The Council and also announced that he will be running for House of Delegates in the upcoming election.

Gerry & Sue Beachy:  Gerry would like to request permission to continue the Sister City relationship with Torva, Estonia that has been running for approximately 6 years.  This program began with a pen pal relationship between the 5th graders but soon deteriorated due to the speed of the Postal Services.  Since then e-mail contacts were established but both of the servers involved between the schools put a block on across country emails since 9-11.  Gerry and Sue would like to be the Town of Grantsville’s Representatives and attend meetings associated with Torva.  They do no wish to request any monetary support from the Town; they will do this on their own.  If anything should arise in the future, they will re-visit Council at that time.  Councilman Shapiro made a motion to allow the Beachy’s to be the Sister City Committees official reps.  Councilman Diehl seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Minutes: The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed and accepted as written.

Financial Report:  Councilman Jones made a motion to accept the financial report.  Councilman Shapiro seconded the motion.  Motion carried.
Rodney Youmans Building Permit:  Mr. Youmans has purchased the property located at 119 Miller Street.  He would like to tear down the existing structure and build a 2 family rental unit similar to the one located East of Town approximately ¼ miles.  Councilman Shapiro made a motion to accept the application.  Councilman Diehl seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Pastor Raynes – Maranatha:  Due to the lack of donations made at the Maranatha Assembly of God for Hurricane Katrina Relief in Louisiana, Pastor Raynes donated the clothes and furniture to the Salvation Army and the food items to the local food bank.  At a previous meeting the Council had chosen to contribute $300.00 towards the rental of a U-Haul truck for transportation purposes.  Councilman Shapiro made a motion to rescind that motion.  Councilman Jones seconded the motion.  Motion rescinded.

Resolution 2006-04 – Code Enforcement Officer:  Councilman Diehl made a motion to accept Resolution 2006-04 to hire Don Hauger as the Town’s Code Enforcement Officer.  Councilman Jones seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

BYCO Winter Shutdown:  Tim Bender, owner of BYCO Enterprises has requested a winter shutdown for construction of the storm water pond at Parkside Estates.  A letter from Mr. Bender was read and accepted.  Construction will resume when weather permits.

MAP Meeting:  The MAP Meeting was held on January 4, 2006.  The Administrator gave an overview of issues discussed at the meeting; code enforcement officer Resolution & PACE Reception requests.  Joe will be attending the PACE Reception in Annapolis on January 26 & 27.  Some of the topics to be discussed for Grantsville are Shade Hollow to Water Plant line replacement, Maranatha storm water pond, looping the water line from Locker Lane to Hemlock Drive.  Duane Yoder from Garrett County Community Action will be discussing Rt. 669 and the extension of water and sewer lines to accommodate a development Community Action is currently working on.

MML Meeting:  The next MML Meeting will be held at Westernport on Wednesday, January 18 beginning at 6PM.  Joe McRobie, Councilman Gillum, and Councilman Shapiro will be attending.

President’s Day Holiday:  The Town Office will be closed Monday, February 20, 2006 in observance of President’s Day.

Next Meeting:  The next Council meeting will be held on Monday, February 13, 2006 beginning at 6PM if the Garrett County Commissioners will be in attendance.  7PM if they cannot attend.
Rich Towers:  Rich would like to have permission to attend a seminar about Farmers Markets sponsored by USDA. The cost is a $10.00 registration fee.  Consensus of the Council was for the Town to pay the registration fee and allow Rich to attend.
Administrator Report:  

· Bill Park – State Highway Administration and Owen Beachy – The EADS Group will be here on Tuesday 1-17-06 to discuss the Hershberger Lane Extension.

· Joanne Sheffield from Devine and Sheffield CPA’s will be here on Thursday 1-19-06 to discuss Profit and Loss Statements, Audits, Etc.

· I & Y Construction have staked off the area for the 7X7 pad to house the 3 phase transformer and the 10X10 area for the electrical panel building.

· MAP awarded Streetscape Funding of $4,000.00 to Grantsville and Façade Funding of $3,000.00.

· Larry Bender has requested a winter wavier for removing lead paint on the outside of his rental property located at 102 Main Street.  Consensus of Council was to grant the wavier if everything was in accordance with the County.

· Casselman Historians would like to have a piece of property annexed into town limits to build a structure to house an Archive.  Dirk Yoder – Daystar Builders will be constructing the building.  This will be discussed at a later meeting.

· Daystar Builders has poured the footer on the first spec home located at Parkside Estates Phase II.

· There will be a Housing Authority meeting at Point View Inn on Tuesday, January 17, 2006.  They are interested in providing some affordable housing in the area ranging from $80,000.00 to $100,000.00 in price.  They also can provide grants and loans for local contractors to take advantage of.  There will be a second meeting on January 30th.
· Clint McKenzie was in Town Hall to visit the Administrator to address the problem of gravel being plowed into his yard by the town employees.  He was under the impression that the gravel would be smaller and compacted tighter to keep this for happening.  Joe will watch this in the future to see what happens.

Truck Bid Proposals:  There was only one truck bid submitted to the Town from Roger Puffenberger of Bloomery, WV.  This bid was opened at 7PM and read to the Council.  The bid was for $7,000.00.  There was a minimum bid of $10,000.00 listed in the newspaper advertisements.  Councilman Shapiro made a motion to reject the bid and re-advertise due to the fact that Kelly Blue Book Website shows a value of $8,000.00 and the original minimum bid was set too high.  Councilman Diehl seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Councilman Diehl also suggested that Billy Bender Chevrolet be asked to perform a MD State Inspection on the vehicle so we could be aware of what needs to be fixed before it will pass.  This will help in the selling of the truck.

Clerk Report: 

· Primvest requires a $35.00 annual fee to maintain the Retirement Accounts.  Councilman Jones made a motion that the Town pays the fee because the Retirement is a benefit from the Town.  Councilman Diehl seconded the motion.  Councilman Shapiro abstained from voting.  Motion carried.

· POS Monies from FY2000 for the Basketball Courts reimbursement in the amount of $3,707.91 was received.

· Storm water pond reimbursement in the amount of $34,115.50 was received.  The second reimbursement request has been sent the MDE.

· The Town will be closing on the Gary Yoder Property on Saturday 1-21-06 at 9AM.

· Garbage pile at Yoder’s, Inc. has been removed.
Council Reports:  

· Councilman Gillum was contacted by Lynn Newman regarding the Grantsville Cemetary Road.  Someone who resided in Accident and works for The Republican questioned as to why there is a large pile of snow blocking the entrance to the cemetery when we receive a large snowfall.  Councilman Gillum believes that Meadowview Apartments plows their parking lot snow across the road which also adds to the snow pile.  The Town employees will watch when the next snowfall occurs and if necessary take the bobcat up to push the snow out of the way.
Gary Wilt:  Mr. Wilt expressed his objection to the recent water rate increase that was instilled.  He has 3 children at home and his usage is fairly large and his water bill has increased dramatically.  He inquired as to why the town is losing money when we supply water to Keyser’s Ridge and Northern High School.  Council explained that only recently did we begin selling to Northern High and for the past several years we have turned to savings accounts to compensate for several years of operating in the red.  Mr. Wilt feels the Town and County should give the working man a break, he will go in front of the County Commissioners if necessary to make his point.  Council listened to and sympathized with all of Mr. Wilt’s concerns and told him that the rates will be evaluated in a year when more users have been added to see if the rates could be adjusted lower.  Mr. Wilt thanked the Council and said he will try to pay what he can when he can.
Keyser’s Ridge and Industrial Park:  The Administrator reported that water flow to these areas has dramatically increased over the last two months.  The Town employees are checking for leaks but so far have found nothing.  They will continue to research.

Meeting adjourned 7:50PM

____________________________    _______________________________
Clerk/Treas.                                          Mayor/Pres.
